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Reuben Wu of British eletroclash group 

Ladytron comes to Edmonton for a New 
Year's Du set at the Starlite, but he stays for 

the Canadian beer. Except, | guess, when 

he doesn’t stay... as will likely be the case 

the day after the show, probably. Anyhow, 

he likes beer. And Duing. Check it! « 27 
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Paging Peter Lorre 


Stephen D. 
Youngkin 
rediscovers 
Hollywood’s 
glamour-era villain 
in The Lost One 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


plane, and the guy next to me 

glances at the hefty volume in: my 
hands and asks what I'm reading. “A 
biography of Peter Lorre,” I tell him. 
His brow furrows; he asks, “Who’s 
Peter Lorre?” I mention The Maltese 
Falcon and Casablanca; | mention 
the wide-set, bulgy eyes. “Trust me,” 
I say, “you’d know him if you saw 
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Ashtanga 
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him.” But then the guy adopts a 
vague central European accent and 
softly hisses, “Oh, yesssss, Meester 
Lorre.” Okay, maybe you’d know 
him if you heard him. 

Lorre leapt from the Berlin stage 
to the silver screen in the morning 
of the sound era, a time when cine- 
ma was discovering its voices, voices 
so brimming with character they 
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haunt our culture to this day, mean- 
ing more to us than the voices of 
contemporary film stars. In the case 
of Lorre, that voice, like that face, 
was so distinctive that after his film 
debut he never quite managed to 
escape the confines of his pivotal 
first role, that of child murderer 
Hans Beckert in Fritz Lang’s M. 


Lorre’s performance, at once terrify- 
ing and sympathetic, was so con- 
vincing he got fan mail from 
psychopaths. Excerpts of the movie 
were later exploited by the Nazis in 
anti-Semitic propaganda films (Lorre 
was a Jew). People who hadn’t even 
seen M knew who Lorre was and 
swiftly fled in the opposite direction 
with their children. 

Despite his talent, range and 
fame, Lorre’s inability to shed the 
shadow of Hans Beckert is one of the 
twin melancholy refrains in Stephen 
D. Youngkin’s The Lost One: A Life 
of Peter Lorre, a lovingly 
researched, much needed examina- 
tion of Lorre’s troubled life. Even 
after a quarter-century as one of the 
most familiar personalities in Holly- 
wood, Lorre was perpetually being 


SEE PAGE 11 
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By DAVID YOUNG 
anp TB PLAYER 


Thanks to the Christmas break, only two 
games have gone down since the last Vue 
Weekly. The Oilers extended their win- 
ning streak to five games with a 5-3 win 
over the LA. Kings on December 22, only 
to see it end with a 4-1 Boxing Day 
Blowout at the hands of the Minnesota 
Wild, which also finished off the Oilers’ 
tidy little 10-game point streak, TB and 
Dave discuss this and other hockey topics. 


The game Is afoot It was a little treat 
for Oil fans over Christmas to see the 
team take first place in the Northwest 
Division. But, unlike TB’s undergarments, 
the standings will likely change often, as 
only five points separated first place 
from second last in the tight Northwest 
Division as of last Tuesday night. (DY) 


A trap by any other name Anyone 
who thinks the trap is a thing of the past 
should watch Minnesota play; while it’s 
no longer just a useful tool for teams 
stuck with slow, immobile players (i.e. 
Cory Cross), it’s now an effective system 
for teams with speedy players, allowing 
the defending team to drop back and let 
opponents come to them. If and when 
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the opponents lose the puck, they turn 
the play around so quickly you end up 
giving up an inordinate amount of odd- 
man rushes. After a pair of thrilling 
games against Calgary and Vancouver, 
Monday’s tilt reminded me why | once 
vowed to punch Minnesota coach 
Jacques Lemaire in or around the crotch 
area. The man has a brilliant hockey 
mind, knows how to shut offenses down 
and it’s obvious he hasn't paid to be 
entertained at a hockey game in far too 
long—but after the underwear com- 
ment above, I’ve got someone new on 
my cock-punching list. (TB) 


Greatness thrust upon them. The 
Canadian Olympic team has been 
selected, with not too many surprises. | 
was expecting Todd Bertuzzi to make 
the team regardless of what many peo- 
ple were saying, and I’m thrilled that 
Canada once again called on Ryan 
(Captain Canada) Smyth. Biggest dis- 
appointment? Jeremy Roenick, left out 
by the American team, won't be in 
Torino to whine about losing. (TB) 


We band of brothers As promised, 
here’s the In The Box Canada | roster, 
made up of Canadian players who 
missed the cut. We were selfishly pro- 
Edmonton in our picks and left out 
Eric Staal, Jason Spezza and Bryan 
McCabe (already on the Olympic taxi 
squad) and any Calgary Flames (sorry 
Dion Phaneuf). 


Goal: Jose Theodore, Curtis Joseph, 
Martin Biron 

Defence: Marc-Andre Bergeron, Jason 
Smith, Dan Boyle, Chris Phillips, Eric 
Brewer, Eric Desjardins, Jay Bouwmeester 


Centre: Jarret Stoll, Patrick Marleau, 
Sidney Crosby, Marc Savard 
Wingers: Raffi Torres, Glen Murray, 
Alex Tanguay, Brendan Shanahan, 
Brenden Morrow, Brendan Morrison, 
Michael Ryder, Steve Sullivan, Mark 
Recchi, Mike Johnson, Paul Kariya, 
Scott Walker, Andrew Brunette 


Really doesn’t look like a bad team, 
does it? (DY, TB) 


In The Box facts about the 2006 
Men's Olympic Hockey team 
Number of players from the 2002 Gold 
Medal squad: 10 

Number of Stanley Cups combined: 16 
Number of World Cup Gold medals: 23 
Number of World Championship Gold 
medals: 18 

Number of World Junior Championship 
Gold medals: 8 

Average age: 27.56 

Combined years NHL experience: 188 
Players born in: Alberta (4); Ontario (9); 
Quebec (5); B.C. (2); Saskatchewan, 
P.E.I. (1); Brazil (Robyn Regehr) 

Players from: Canadian NHL teams (8); 
American (15) 

Players with no NHL playoff experi- 
ence: 3 (Luongo, Heatley, Nash) 
Left-handed shots: 16; Righties: 4 
First-round draft picks (18); Second, 
Third, Fourth, Fifth (1); not drafted (1 
—Martin St. Louis) 

First overall draft picks: 3 

Hart Trophy and Norris Trophy winners 
(3); Calder, Conn Smythe, Lady Byng, 
Rocket Richard Trophy winners (2); 
Vezina, Art Ross winners (1) 

Named after Catholic saints: 12 

On same team entire career: 12 

On EA Sports NHL videogame covers: 5 @ 
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“Kill Your Television is a force to be reckoned with 
on the Edmonton Theatre scene” - Paul Matwychuk, Vue Weekly 
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NATHAN CUCKOW 

BETH GRAHAM 
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production designer KEREM C&TINEL 
sound design PAUL MORGAN DONALD 
stage manager GINA MOE 

directed by KEVIN SUTLEY 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


HEALTHCARE: DUMB! 


Though conceding that the whole 
"third way” thing has been a little bit 
ot a tough sell in the past, Premier 
Ralph Klein restated his determination 
to reform public healthcare on Mon- 
day, noting that he feels has the sup- 
port of the average Albertan. 

“| think Martha and Henry are more 
on-board because they are starting to 
understand how serious this is,” Klein 
said in his annual year-end interview 
with the Edmonton Sun. “Unless we cut 
the costs, the system won't be there.” 

As such, the Premier says he’s more 
determined than ever to introduce 
reforms this spring that will shift more 
of the cost of medical services onto 
patients. According to Klein, such 
reforms are needed due to the fact that 
healthcare costs are “going up at twice 
the rate of inflation,” with Alberta cur- 
rently spending $9 billion annually on 
healthcare delivery, $1.6 billion of 
which comes from the federal govern- 
ment. The Tories have stated they want 
to hold the province's health costs at 
37 per cent of the provincial budget, 
which they hope to achieve with a sys- 
tem that would require Albertans to 
buy insurance for services that are cur- 
rently covered by the province. 

As for all those people who have 
expressed concern over the implemen- 
tation off an American-style two-tiered 
system, Klein expressed dismay that so 
many people seem willing to cling 
onto such outdated notions as “burden 
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of the state” and “social responsibility.” 
“We still have the Raging Grannies and 
the Friends of Medicare and the people 
who think they can maintain the status 
quo, but they're dreaming in Techni- 
color,” he said. 

Also consumed by that crazy pipe 
dream of a society that uses taxation to 
pay for blanket social programs are the 
Alberta Liberal and NDP oppositions, 
both of whom told the Sun they’re 
gearing up for a major battle in the 
spring. “We're assuming there will be 
some controversial healthcare legisla- 
tion brought in, and if it’s a threat to 
our single-payer public system, we'll 
fight it tooth and nail,” said Liberal 
Leader Kevin Taft, adding that after 
recording an $8 billion surplus over the 
past year, Klein will probably have a 
hard time convincing voters that Alber- 
ta can’t continue with public delivery 
alone. “I think Albertans should legiti- 
mately be asking: If we can’t afford 
healthcare in Alberta today, when can 
we ever afford it?” 


ARMIES: EVERYWHERE! 


Meanwhile, on the campaign trail, 
Conservative Leader Stephen Harper 
continued to awkwardly sputter what- 
ever sequence of nouns and verbs 
seemed to make the most sense to him 
at the time this week, stating that he 
wants to beef up military presence in 
Canada’s major metropolitan areas to 
help maintain sovereignty and deal 
with emergencies that may arise. 
According to a report from the 
Canadian Press on Tuesday, Harper 
took time out from his tour of coastal 
B.C. to outline his military proposal, 
which would see “territorial defence 
units” consisting of 100 regular troops 
and 400 or more reservists stationed in 
Vancouver, Calgary, Regina, Winnipeg 
Toronto, among others, that would 
help protect Canada’s self-interests and 
provide a handy jumping-off point if 
Canadian forces are needed to help 
out with conflicts in other countries. 


"This is the full military presence 
that Western Canada currently lacks,” 
Harper told reporters. “Obviously, we 
would anticipate that its domestic 
need would be in case of disaster, but 
they would also be military forces that 
could be forward deployed in the 
event of more serious military conflict 
elsewhere.” 

The proposed units are part of 
Harper's larger promise to increase mil- 
itary spending by $5.3 billion over 
what is currently budgeted for the next 
five years. The defence of Canada’s 
west coast and its fishing routes and 
other off-shore resources is a major 
component of the proposal, which also 
calls for the deployment of icebreakers 
to patrol Arctic seaways, as well as an 
increase of Pacific navy personnel by 
about 500 regulars and a boost to the 
air force's surveillance capability. 

Initial reaction to Harper's state- 
ment, however, was skeptical. “This is 
nuts, dispersing penny-packets of 
troops in major cities,” commented mil- 
itary historian Jack Granatstein in an 
interview with the Toronto Star. “It 
makes more sense to build up reserves.” 

Actually, it probably makes more 
sense to spend that money on our fal- 
tering social programs, really. But hey. 


SEARCHES: TALLIED! 


Well, with the new year comes yet 
another spate of news stories on the 
top five Google searches of the past 12 
months, which once again proved that 
people are interested in incredibly stu- 
pid things. 

As expected, Janet Jackson’s nipple 
was the reigning queen of online pop- 
ularity in 2005, with her child-cud- 
dling brother coming in a close 
second. Also the subject of our fleeting 
fancies and insatiable thirst for news 
that isn’t actually news were movie 
stars Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt. 
Remember them? They were in 
Edmonton for a while. Which means 
we're all famous now, too! © 
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Goodbye to a good dude 


There's a reason why some clichés 
are used so often: they’re true. Life is 
fragile and short; live in the moment; 
love your neighbour, and so on. 

This Christmas was spent like 
any other in my parents’ house— 
we ate like kings and queens, we 
had a few drinks, we played Trivial 
Pursuit and Pictionary, taunting our 
opponents and laughing uproari- 
ously. This year, we kept it small like 
we usually do—immediate family 
plus Chris and Babs, my sister's best 
friends, who are often more faithful 
kids than | or my sister. My dad 
never had a son, and Chris never 
met his dad. They worked together 
on some tradesman-y stuff. They 
would go out to the garage and 
tinker or just—in their words—BS. 
That's tradesman-talk for becoming 
friends, and busy men who work 
hard to pay the bills have few 
chances to do that. 

Over the past five years, Phillips 
Thanksgivings and Christmases and 
random Sunday dinners were often 
blessed with Chris’ quick wit, laid- 
back attitude, and easy conversa- 
tion. Chris was the kind of fellow 
who knew the good music, the 
good snowboarding spots, and 
worked his butt off so that he could 
enjoy life. He was kind and under- 
standing. He was very bright, and 
soft around his tradesman edges. 

On Boxing Day, Chris and Babs 
were in a car accident on their way 
to Fernie. | write this on December 
27; we still don’t know what hap- 
pened. All we know is Chris was 
killed, Babs is in the hospital, and 
driving is still, by far, the most dan- 
gerous thing we do each day. 

We also know that Chris's last 
evening was spent eating and 
laughing in those too-few moments 
when we allow ourselves to forget 
about our silly preoccupations and 
problems and reflect, for just a sec- 
ond while making a hole in your 
mashed potatoes for the onslaught 
of gravy, about what it means to be 
alive. It means this: hug your 
friends, and give them your time 
and your energy, never mind the 
gifts. It also means this: you will be 
sad when lives around you end, 
and you cannot know when that 
will be. That sadness you'll feel is 
because that particular member of 
your human family filled your life 
with something you were missing. 
Our entire human family has the 
capacity to do this. 

Be kind, because everyone is 
fighting a hard battle. And when 
that battle is over, and you are gone, 
you probably want to be remem 
bered like this: Chris McKenzie died 
on Boxing Day, 2005. He was the 
quintessential good dude. © ; 
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The information reformation 


How blogging is making the newsroom a more open community 
By ANGUS LEECH 


ness and tech writer Nicholas Carr 
parked a controversial debate 
when he posted his essay “The 
Amorality of Web 2.0” on his blog. 
The journalist pointed out that, like 
many innovations before it, the lat- 
est wave of web business models and 
trends (assembled under the dubious 
marketing buzz-tag “Web 2.0”) is 
somewhat over-evangelized by new- 
day pundits hailing its promise to 
promote a more democratic culture 
via things like open-source software 
and collectively authored sites like 
Wikipedia. Maybe we should ditch 
the breathless rhetoric for a 
moment, Carr says, and take a good, 
long look at whether these open- 
community modes of cultural pro- 
duction are actually good for us. 

For example, Wikipedia’s content 
may be democratic (anyone can add 
or edit entries), but it’s simply not 
very good—in fact, because it doesn’t 
have to meet any kind of editorial 
standard, it’s often innaccurate and 
untrustworthy. Nevertheless, Carr 
argues, it’s free, popular and signifi- 
cantly threatening the survival of 
Encyclopedia Britannica. And then 
there are the mainstream newspapers, 
where both ad revenues and reader- 
ship have been nosediving thanks to 
competition from free classified sites 
like Craigslist and amateur news 
providers like bloggers. But, he adds, 
the competition has a few weakness- 
es; its tendency to be superficial, its 
tendency towards an almost patho- 
logical repetition of information and 
it favours opinion over reporting. 
Still, if the internet is changing the 
economics of creativity and cultural 
Production and bloggers are out-com- 
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peting old guard newsrooms online, 
then perhaps we ought to be worried. 
Do we really want to see our venera- 
ble news institutions and their good, 
old fashioned backroom editorial 
rigour swept wholly away by an 
undisciplined mob with a new kind 
of pencil? Carr says he'll take the pros 
over the amateurs any day, and fears 
that an emerging “cult of ama- 
teurism” may actually restrict rather 
that expand our choices. 


CARR’S PROVOCATION birthed a 
blizzard of blogspeak, with some 
applauding his contrarian truth- 
telling and others dismissing his 
argument as alarmist claptrap. Ina 
November 30 article for Mais- 
soneuve.org, Mark Moir did a great 
job of summing up the ensuing qual- 
ity control versus collective author- 
ship debate surrounding Wikipedia 
and the definitive ambiguities of 
Web 2.0. In the end, Moir concluded 
(like many bloggers before him) that 
the flaw in Carr's argument was that 
it was framed as an either/or issue 
when, in fact, both amateurs and 
professionals exist on the web, and 
the more interesting issue may be 
what kind of new symbiotic balance 
will evolve between the two. 

Worth noting is that the ques- 
tion of how mainstream news media 
would be affected by the rising cul- 
ture of open-source amateurism got 
far less attention in the press than in 
the blogosphere. This is especially 
curious considering the recent 
growth of amateur or “citizen jour- 
nalism” in blog form (thanks in part 
to the medium’s accessibility), and 
the increasing number of pro jour- 
nalists turning to “j-blogging” as an 
outlet for reportage. How, we might 
ask, are blogging and collective 


authorship notions shifting the 
foundations of the Fourth Estate? 
How are the lines between media 
producers and consumers blurring? 
Will we see blogging push the evolu- 
tion of a new kind of news media? 
What better place to ask such 
questions than at Blogs ‘n’ Dogs, 2 
whimsically labelled workshop co- 
organized by the Banff New Media 
Institute (BNMID and Vancouver-based 
web design firm Raincity Studios, 
which ran over the first weekend in 
December at the Banff Centre. For fac 
ulty member Susannah Gardner and 
participant Travis F. Smith, 2 quick 
chat about citizen j-blogging and its 
influences upon mainstream media 
offered a welcome diversion. Smith 
and Gardner are a husband and wife 
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team; she’s the Creative Director for 
Vancouver-based web design compa- 
ny Hop Studios, while he's the owner. 
Both are trained journalists, founding 
alumni of the LA Times web site and 
former editors at the Online Journalism 
Review, not to mention dyed-in-the- 
woo! bloggers. 

“Blogging is the biggest single 
influence on newspapers today,” 
Smith says. “Journalism and politi- 
cians and all sorts of pre-existing 
societal structures are being forced to 
change in response, and now is the 
moment when the discussion turns 
from theory to practice. Citizen jour- 
nalism operations are starting up 
and being successful, so suddenly 
the topic gains a bit of urgency, like 
the discussion pre- and post- the 
start up of the first nuclear reactor.” 

Now, “citizen journalism” refers 


to a greater general involvement in 


newsmaking by members of the pub- 
lic—a blog-powered mode of partici- 
pation that goes far beyond simple 
self-publishing. Although certain peo- 
ple have been using blogs to become 
amateur journalists in the proper 
methodological sense of the word 
that’s really only a small part of the 
growing tendency of web users to 
participate and engage in acts of news 
creation. There are many alternate 
variations, from bloggers fact-check- 
ing news reports in a peer review 
capacity (as with Dan Rather, who 
resigned from 60 Minutes following 
allegations that a report about Presi- 
dent Bush’s National Guard record 
was based on forged documents) to 
others who track particular beats and 
follow up with tips that plug journal- 
ists into an expanded network of 
newsgathering intelligence Overall, 
as U.S. journalist Dan Gilmour phras- 
es it in his recent hook, We, the Media 
this grassroots media explosion sees 
members of the “former audience’ 
adopting easy-access social metwork- 
ing technologies to infiltrate the 
news process and transform it “from 
a lecture to a conversation.” 


A “CONVERSATION” sounds less like 
Carr’s amateur-versus-professional 
polarity and more like a collaborative 
relationship evolving between the 
two. And Gardner, for one, believes 
the push from bloggers is mainly 
about remaking the newsroom a 
more open and inclusive community. 
“You have all these enthusiasts out 
there looking at things in a different 
way, who can help you decide your 
story’s angle,” she says, and Smith 
agrees, adding, “Here’s this new form 
of media that can enhance and com- 
plement and strengthen what we 
do... I don’t think we should be derid- 


ing ‘amateur’ journalists; I think they 
should be celebrated.” 

Smith also says it will mean 
allowing readers to comment publicly 
on news stories, correct mistakes, sub- 
mit contributions, even consult with 
journalists to edit and shape articles 
and decide what's most important to 
cover. In general, amateurs will not 
be competing against professionals so 
much as helping them to do their 
jobs better. “I think that the role of 
the journalist, amateur or not, is still 
going to be the same,” he explains, 
“which is to make ties to a communi- 
ty, to try to understand an issue in a 
holistic way, and then to tell that 
story to the best of their ability, as 
synthesizers who speak to and for an 
audience... And | think what citizen 
journalists should be doing is to pro- 
vide the background and depth of 
knowledge that a journalist writing a 
story on deadline can’t.” 

“Yeah, and covering the ‘little’ 
news,” Gardner adds. “There’s a huge 
gap between what's in ‘The News’ 
and what's actually newsworthy. I 
think there is a big role there for the 
amateur to fill, in providing the kind 
of stuff that is never going to find its 
way into the Vancouver Sun. 

“The quality issue does fascinate 
me,” she continues, “I have very 
high standards of information con- 
sumption—I like proper grammar 
and a logical progression of ideas. Of 
course, not everyone has the same 
standards. But I think there will 
always be people like me who will 
demand a higher end product.” 

Smith agrees that we are unlikely, 
as a culture, to a€cept inferior infor- 
mation products simply because they 
are free. “Would you say that bad 
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dispatch 


12/25/05, Baby's first Christmas 


How did we do it, boys? How did we 
make it through infanthood with only 
the material culture of the ‘70s to sustain 
us? Surround your child with the 
delights of my childhood—a high chair 
with unpadded chrome trim, a playpen 
with exposed hinges, a car seat without 
jet-fighter restraints, swings without 
plastic chainguards—and these days 
you'd be up on child-abuse charges. But 
little Easton here sits like a prince amid 
splendours we could never have guessed 
at back when “multimedia” meant play- 
ing with a Tupperware shape-ball while 
The Price Is Right was on, a vault of riches 
increased today by two minvan-loads, 
courtesy of baby Jesus. 

The little guy is indeed a magical 
creature, but no genie or sprite or ecto- 
plasmic entity ever had such an embar- 
rassment of choice where containment 
devices are concerned. There's the high- 
tech infant recliner with flashing 
baubles dangling from an overhead 
superstructure, “kick pads” that trigger 
lights and sound when baby flails his 
adorable feet, and a vibrating Magic 
Fingers massage function. The backup 
recliner, a more streamlined affair, offers 
only the vibration; flashing lights and 
tinny bleeps must be provided by some 
third-party toy. There’s a crib with a 
motorized mobile and a device that 
plays little microchipped lullabies and/or 
the sound of the seashore. Easton's 
intermodal transport needs are met by a 
carrying basket, a SUV stroller, and a car 
seat; the car seat has no electrical 


| devices, but with a model name like 
| “Alpha Omega Elite” (seriously; no shit) 


you don’t need them. Most favoured of 
all, though, is the Jolly Jumper, which 


| also sproings and bloings and plays 
zany clown-clown music (and flashes 


lights, of course) in time with his jolly 


jumps. The cutest) wautest Widdle’frod- 
ucts of China’s finest sweatshops; four 
months old and he's already burned 
through his weight in batteries. 

| wonder how all this action’s going 
to affect his sensory-processing capabil- 
ities, his boredom thresholds; basically, 
he’s spending his infancy in a 24-hour 
disco, complete with exposed breasts. 
Can you be jaded at five months? | 
mean, | play videogames for a living and 
| could barely handle it. Like, yesterday? 
There | am, trying to read Journey to the 
End of the Night amid the County 
Home Accents, and my mother and sis- 
ter-in-law are watching baby videos 
while Easton’s busy in his jumper. The 
moment of reality-warping singularity 
came when the tape got to a scene of... 
Easton busy in his jumper. So now, 
between tape and reality, there’s two 
cooing and gushing mamas, two coo- 
ing and gushing nanas, two happy 
babbling babies, and two goddamn 
sproing, bloinging, whistling, beeping 
Jolly Jumpers. Shit! | had to flee down- 
stairs and read under the cold gaze of 
the widescreen television. 

Last night | dreamed | had a child, a 
daughter. Her name was Gilly, she was 
seven years old, and | loved her com- 
pletely. | actually kind of cried when | 
woke up and realized she, like the 
triple-decker bus we were riding in, was 
a figment. I’m getting old, and the 
concept of raising children is becoming 
less abstract and more depressing with 
every paycheque. But the baby maga- 
zines in my brother's bathroom tell the 
truth: there is no way, no way in hell, | 
will ever be in a position to bring up a 
baby in the manner middle-class con- 
sumer culture expects. The list of things 
a child “needs” and “deserves” is just 
too hopelessly long. Even the rosiest 
income predictions leave little Gilly with 
a second-hand crib and no back-seat 
DVD player—simply unacceptable. 

Ah, well; if “vaguely disreputable 
uncle” is the best I’m going to man- 
age, | might as well throw myself into 
the role. Thirteen years from now, me 
and Easton will crack open a couple of 
genetically-modified space beers out 
on the hover-porch, and I'll activate 
my surveillance-camera jammer and 
whisper to him about the Good Old 
Days.... —DARREN ZENKO 
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tings — 00d art? I really do 
ink it’s alarmist to say that 
 Wikipedia’s going to come along and 
therefore humanity is going to stop 
valuing an accurate holistic represen- 
tation of human knowledge.” 


ONE FACTOR that should help com- 
bat mediocrity in amateur reporting is 
the development of new hybrid 
approaches in which professional edi- 
tors help to moderate open newsmak- 
ing communities and sort the wheat 
from the chaff. Every now and then, 
Wikipedia is rumoured to be hiring 
editors to review the site for accuracy 
and fraud, and though it hasn't hap- 
pened yet, Gardner and Smith both 
feel that the same thing is soon likely 
to happen to amateur j-blogging. 

In fact, it’s already beginning to 
happen, as demonstrated by two new 
Canadian initiatives experimenting 
with hybrid editorial strategies. At 
the soon to be launched Orato.com, 
members will be invited to pitch 
angles on stories the editors want to 
see covered. The site will pay select- 
ed contributors, and ensure that 
everything meets basic editorial 
standards (similar sites that rely 
entirely on unpaid volunteer con- 
tent, like the U.S. soccer fan journal 
MatchNight.com, provide their 
reporters with actual training). Then 
there’s NowPublic.com, a self- 
declared “open source news site” 
where anybody can sign up, publish 
news that’s important to them and, 
of course, discuss, dispute and review. 
Members can also take part in editori- 
al decision making by voting collec- 
tively on how the site’s budget 
should be spent, and which news 
assignments should take priority. 

As open-content business models 
mature, it’s logical to suppose that 
these editorial experiments in com- 
promise will mature as well. Carr 
reminds us that some new models, 
like Craigslist, are already giving the 
old guard a run for their money. So 
if citizen journalism hybrids can 
police quality, expand newsgather- 
ing intelligence, cover the “little” 
beats and generally deliver the sense 
of participation and democratic 
engagement that people seem to be 
looking for, is this kind of competi- 
tion really a bad thing? 

Smith doesn’t think so. “Why 
should these organizations be guaran- 
teed a place in the firmament for the 
next million years?” he asks. “Eco- 
nomics change and companies go out 
of business—that’s just the way it is. 
Traditional media, newspapers and 
television, they've all refused to 
evolve. Newspaper web sites are gen- 
erally atrocious. So it’s their lack of 
mutation that’s punishing them.” 


OF COURSE, there are exceptions. 
Steve Outing of Poynter Online 
recently published a guide for pro- 
gressive outlets called “The 11 Layers 
of Citizen Journalism,” and several 
flagship newsrooms are following 
his kind of advice. For example, the 
New York Times launched its first 
official j-blog on December 7, and 
CBS News launched a “transparency 
blog” last September, aimed at open- 
ing their newsgathering process to 


public scrutiny an 
while, closer to home, CanWest’s 
daily pan-Canadian magazine Dose 
hosts user blogs on its web site and 
regularly experiments with audi- 
ence-generated content. 

All in all, whether it’s citizen 
journalism sites or mainstream out- 
lets who are doing the adapting, the 
trend actually seems to be favouring 
more choice rather than less in terms 
of user options, beats covered and 
diversity of voices. As Smith 
explains, those pro journalists who 
have recently jumped ship and 
joined the j-blogging vanguard (like 
the west-coast indy reporters at 
TheTyee.com) have typically been 
frustrated with the narrow limits 
imposed by their employers. “A lot 
of journalists in today’s newsrooms 
are unhappy about the state of 
things,” he says. “The media concen- 
tration is ridiculous, and the 
reporters’ ability to express them- 
selves just isn’t there. When you 
have this kind of consolidation, you 
don’t end up with the diversity of 
voices that you need for really spirit- 
ed public debate and choice.” 

It’s likely that so many people are 
looking to participate in today’s 
news media because their voices 
aren’t heard there already, and now 
they have the technology to fill the 
gap. But where Nicholas Carr frames 
this insurgence as an either/or con- 
test that threatens to exterminate 
traditional news media, an hour 
spent chatting with Susannah Gard- 
ner and Travis Smith suggests that 
what we're actually looking at are 
the signposts of its reformation. © 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


The great North 


During this holiday time full of family 
and friends, it seems particularly 
appropriate to look at two books that 
look at home, stories, and belonging. 
Red Deer writer Birk Sproxton’s book 
Phantom Lake: North of 54 (Universi- 
ty of Alberta) offers a layered explo- 
ration of Flin Flon, Manitoba that 
brilliantly reveals how stories, personal 
and public, form the bedrock of a 
place. Thomas King, formerly of Leth- 
bridge and now living in Guelph, has 
gathered his short fiction from roughly 
the past decade in a new collection, A 
Short History of Indians in Canada 
(HarperCollins). While bristling with 
King’s ironic humour, these stories are 
dead serious. Many of them challenge 
the conventional notion that aboriginal 
stories are rooted in remote traditional 
lands, and propose instead that they 
can transcend place and serve as pow- 
erful tools to critique 
white society. 

Flin Flon, as Sproxton 
explains, came into 


being because of the Phant 
promise of treasures held all om 


in the Canadian Shield— 
copper, zinc, silver, and 
gold, as it turned out. 
These mineral deposits 
were discovered just 
before WWI and set off a 
prospecting frenzy, but it 9 
took massive investment © 
in railway and hydroelec- § 
tric before production 
began in 1930. When 
Sproxton grew up in Flin 
Flon in the 1950s, the town was still a 
kind of northern island; the region’s 
labyrinthine topography of lakes and 
rock marked by the trending of retreat- 
ing glaciers seeped into Sproxton’s 
bones, and he has returned most years 
to a family cabin on Phantom Lake. 
Sproxton describes in fascinating 

detail such things as the tough work 
he performed at the mine and in the 
bush drilling geological samples. But 
Phantom Lake is in no way a straight 
memoir; rather, the text is regularly 
interspersed with fictional scenes from 
Sproxton’s life. The text’s structure is 
not unlike the lake itself: “Someone 
said the lake was named for its decep- 
tive bays. You think you're going one 
place and then you find you've gone 
somewhere else.” It is a magpie nest of 
stories about Flin Flon—a re-mytholo- 
gizing of the “near North’—a moving 
contemplation of a place as experi- 
enced over time. We hear how the first 
Franklin expedition passed through the 
area in 1819, the geological explo- 
rations of Joseph Burr Tyrrell, and we 
meet an extraordinary prospector and 
astronomer by the name of Kate Rice 
who found wonder and romance in 
the north. 

. In fact, Flin Flon owes its name and 
perhaps existence to an obscure novel, 


Lake 


J.E. Preston:Muddock’s The-Sunless: 
(1905). As the story goes, prospect 

in 1914 came across the novel in a 
blueberry patch on a portage. As 
Sproxton writes, “Incredibly, the novel 
turned out to be about a character 
named Josiah Flintabbatey Flonatin, 
who plunges in a man-made fish down 
to the bottom of a bottomless lake 
where eventually he finds an under- 
ground city. In that city, the gold was 
so plentiful that it was literally a base 
metal.” The next summer the prospec- 
tors found gold near a small lake and 
claimed it was were Flonatin emerged 
from the ground, so naming the dis- 
covery Flin Flon. 

Despite this body of lore, the 
young Sproxton didn’t recognize Flin 
Flon as a storied place; instead, the 
Canadian West he read about or heard 
on the radio was W.O. Mitchell's prairie 
of gophers and grain elevators. As 
Sproxton writes: “We knew we had 
stories—we heard them at home and 
on the streets and in the rinks—but we 
lacked knowledge of the literary 
antecedents in which to set them. We 
were off the map, out of range, terra 
incognito—or so it felt, and sometimes 
feels.” With Phantom Lake, Sproxton 
maps these wayward stories but with 
his elastic structure, signals his refusal 
to contain them, to pin Flin Flon’s 
abundant mythologies down. 

The stories in Thomas King’s 
book A Short History of Indians in 
Canada offer many sides 
against which to sharpen 
your critical knife. In the 
first story, native people 
are flying into Toronto 
office towers and falling 
dead to the sidewalk. 
“Tidings of Comfort and 
Joy” follows Hudson 
Gold through the diffi- 
culties of managing a 
collection of Indians: 
“Those two aren’t quite 
as dark as the others.’ 
Hudson felt bad about 
raising the matter. “And 
only three of them have 
long hair.’ ‘Honey, be 
reasonable,’ said Eleanor, ‘it’s almost 
impossible to find a matched set of full 
bloods, anymore.” The absurdity of 
this strategy of “pointed indirectness” 
(to coin a term) shows the greater 
absurdity of the anthropological gaze 
and Indian reservation policy, and 
gracefully avoids the downfall of 
earnest, “issue-oriented” fiction. 

The essence of comedy is defamil- 
iarization, often through a basic rever- 
sal or substitution. The resulting 
tension is both humorous and reveals 
the arbitrariness and even the stupidity 
of “the way of the world.” In one of 
King’s stories, a white baby mistakenly 
arrives by mail order and is offered up 
as a bingo prize, while in others a 
naked woman falls from the mythic 
past of Turtle Island into a motel swim- 
ming pool, or the Indian Act of 1875 is 
likened to the assimilationist “Borg” of 
Star Trek fame. King once said that it’s 
hard to make your point if you are 
kicking down peoples’ front door, but 
if you knock at the back door and 
make them laugh, they'll welcome you 
inside. King’s novels and writing for the 
CBC radio show “Dead Dog Café” 
exemplify this. A Short History confirms 
King’s extraordinary literary range in 
stories that are ironic and smart, but 
also surprisingly moving. @ : ‘ 


The ye Lost Oné ‘such as Kaspar Hauser of the title veiled an overwhelming dependence, Lorre arrived, Bogart v 


character in Jaroslav Hasek’s The 


Coy inued frargipage 4: Good Soldier Svejk were projects Lorre 


h ined to play the little monster, a 
type so emblematic that directors 
would finally resign themselves to 
simply asking Lorre to “Just be Peter 
Lorre.” By his last years, Youngkin 
imagines, filmmaking for Lorre “had 
become a revolving door, with his 
double, the dark insider, being ush- 
ered in, while he was escorted out.” 


The Lost One's other refrain also 
begins with the letter M. As a penni- 
less bohemian from Hungary who 
was taking Berlin’s (especially 
Brecht’s) theatre by storm, Lerre 
developed pulmonary tuberculosis 
and an addiction to morphine that 
he would never quite shake. 
Youngkin convincingly surmises that 
the addiction was no doubt exacer- 
bated by Lorre’s struggles with type- 
casting, with the dissatisfaction he 
felt at being unable to branch out or 
realize some of his dream roles. Parts 


always spoke about (Chaplin even 
offered to direct Svejk) but failed to 
ever realize. His ability to function 
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but it began visibly taking its toll by 
the time Lorre was in his mid-40s, 
wearing away at his health until he 
died of a brain haemorrhage at 59. 
Yet for all the sadness that per- 
meated Lorre’s life, Youngkin recog- 
nizes the considerable joy the 
humble, good-humoured actor took 
in being able to work at all, especial- 
ly if he could work with good friends 
(and formidable drinking buddies) 
like John Huston or Humphrey Boga- 
rt. Youngkin relays numerous bril- 
liant anecdotes about Lorre’s 
productive time at Warner Bros., but 
my favourite has Lorre getting a call 
from Bogart at 6 a.m., asking to be 
picked up at some private residence 
in Hollywood Hills. Bogart had shut 
down every bar and wandered 
through the night until he smelled 
coffee emanating from a house. 
Unshaven and dirty, he pressed his 
face to the kitchen window and 
asked “Can I have some coffee?” The 
woman inside shrieked but soon rec- 
ognized Bogart, and by the time 


orre arrived, Bogart was drinking 
coffee with brandy and enjoying a 
story-editing session with four kids. 
Lorre spoke sparingly about his 
politics, but Youngkin also gives us 
an intriguing portrait of Lorre’s 
inevitable entanglements and funda- 
mentally Samaritan heart. There’s a 
wonderful story about Lorre who, 
before fleeing Nazi Germany, was 


us to another time, a time of World 
Wars and sweeping ideologies, of 
pioneering in the film industry and a 
“stable” mentality guiding the stu- 
dios, But it’s uncanny how clearly 
Lorre’s persona reaches f 

time, sails right across 

teal standout character 
Hollywood was full of charact 
Lorre’s persona was so comp 


Lorre’s performance [in Frtiz Lang’s M], at once 


terrifying and sympathetic, was so convincing he 


got fan mail from psychopaths. 


helping a friend burn incriminating 
documents on a beach along the 
Baltic. The two men were spotted by 
police but explain that they're there 
to shoot a new Peter Lorre movie 
called The Fire Victim of the Baltic Sea 
The star-struck officer winds up 
rolling up his sleeves and helping 
them feed the fire. 

Youngkin's biography transports 
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Auld Ling Syne 


Should auld 
acquaintance be 
forgot? Not the 
Lingnan Chinese 
Restaurant, anyhow 


By QUENTIN RANSON 


turn in the business parks north 

of Oliver Square a little while ago. 
I scanned my surroundings for the 
quickest way out and my eye 
caught a familiar sight; the conspic- 
uous neon sign of the Lingnan 
Chinese Restaurant brought back 
a flood of memories. Surprised it 
was still in business, I felt com- 
pelled to check it out. 

I haven't eaten at the Lingnan 
since I was 10 years old, and at the 
time it was the only place that war- 
ranted packing the whole family into 
the station wagon to cart us out of St. 
Albert’s suburban sanctum and into 
Edmonton. What kind of memory 
did | have of the place? Why the hell 
did we drive so far into “town” for 
Chinese food? Surely, St. Albert had a 
Chinese restaurant of its own. When 
1 thought back, only one word came 
to mind: fancy. I had visions of crisp, 
white cloth napkins, giant fire- 
engine-red Chinese lanterns hanging 
from the ceiling and lush seaweed in 
enormous goldfish tanks. And then I 
recalled wave after wave of plates 


I: was dark out and I took a wrong 


stacked high with exotic, sizzling, 
sticky-sweet food. 

As I walked through the front 
door, I realized that very little had 
changed. I entered the foyer to be 
overwhelmed by the vivid red, gold 
and black décor. Obvious care main- 
tained its original character: the large 
dining room was divided in two by 
ornately carved wooden screens and 
Chinese lanterns hung from the lav- 
ishly-decorated ceiling, and the atmos- 
phere maintained a certain Sean 


E|CHINESE 


Connery-era James Bond chic. But to 
simply write it off as kitsch would 
undermine its sincerity. Unlike many 
ethnic restaurants replete with touristy 
knick-knacks hastily strewn across the 
walls, this place was obviously intend- 
ed to be one seriously classy joint. 
Opening up the menu, my wife 
and I were struck by the long cock- 
tail list. The names conjured images 
of the romantic lounge culture that 
your parents or even grandparents 
might have aspired to. For a meagre 
$3.75, 1 could choose from a Velvet 
Hammer, a Scarlet O'Hara or even a 
Singapore Sling. My wife chose a 
Pink Lady; she actually giggled with 
excitement when it arrived. 


THE EXTENSIVE MENU included the 
usual Chinese fare in addition to 
numerous house specialties. Even 
the words used to describe the food 
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harkened back to an era when going 
out for dinner was more special than 
it is now. The Lingnan offered “aris- 
tocratic” chicken, “gourmet” rice 
dishes or “de-luxe” combos. The 
crispy fried beef wontons ($7.75) 
that started our meal came stacked 
in a huge mound. Every bite of these 
rice papers stuffed with perfectly 
spiced beef made a satisfying crackle 
as we popped them into our mouths. 
They were delicious, but we barely 
ate half the plate before deciding to 
leave room for the main courses. 
Following the starters, our 
extremely helpful waiter directed us 
to a couple of his personal favourites 
for the main course. Carefully con- 
sidering his recommendations, we 
narrowed it down to three choices. 
The Szechuan Beef ($12.50) consisted 
of strips of beef covered in a sugary 
glaze, infused with a subtle smoky 
flavour. The dish resembled typical 
ginger beef, but prepared with more 
love and attention than the versions 
served at many faster food Chinese 
restaurants. The Gee Gee Chicken 
($12.50), meanwhile, sounded a lot 
more interesting on the menu than it 
actually was. Steamed chicken and 
vegetables were served in a hot 
ceramic pot, and the flavours didn’t 
command our attention like the beef. 
Our favorite main course was the Lo 
Han Jai ($9.75), a blend of tofu and 
vegetables that was apparently creat- 
ed for Chinese Buddhist monks. 
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Carne Culina 


Culina’s Chef Brad 
Lazarenko brings a 
taste of metropolitan 
cuisine to Edmonton 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


ulina is the restaurant that Chef 
Brad Lazarenko wanted to see in 
Edmonton. “The neighbourhood 
bistro isn’t very common here,” he 
states. “Culina evolved from ideas I 
discovered in my travels through 
cities like Vancouver and Montreal.” 
By keeping it small, Culina has been 
much easier to manage and has 
stayed much more intimate. By keep- 
ing it inexpensive, Culina’s populari- 
ty has grown by leaps and bounds. 
The 36-year-old Lazarenko is a 
self-taught success, having worked his 
way up from pastries and desserts to 
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elegant 
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estaurant 
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become head chef at Whyte favourite 
Packrat Louie's for six years, before 
leaving to make his own mark on 
Edmonton’s varied culinary scene. 
Lazarenko went on to spend nearly 
two years consulting for the Savoy 
and the Sugarbowl while helping with 
his sister’s catering business. When 
Bruno's, a tiny local pub in King 
Edward, came available in December 
of 2003, he jumped at the chance. 
Four months later, Culina 
opened its doors. News spread like 


CHEF 


wildfire: Lazarenko’s neighbourhood 
bistro became Vue Weekly's best 
restaurant of 2004, See magazine's 
“best new restaurant of 2005” (?) 
and earned kudos in the Edmonton 
Journal and enRoute. 

“I serve what I like to call ethnic 
comfort food,” says Lazarenko. “I rely 


on the bold flavours of recipes kept 
true to their origins. Then I add a lit- 
tle twist.” He notes that his seductive 
combination of beef tenderloin in 
blue cheese and chocolate sauce is 
faithful to the spirit of French cuisine, 
and his other dishes receive the same 
kind of inspired treatment. 

Lazarenko doesn't showboat, 
however. “I keep to the food that I 
would want to eat,” he says. “Some 
chefs go out of their way to develop 
crazy combinations. For me, the 
neighbourhood bistro has to be 
accessible.” Pressed to name his own 
favourite, he describes his pork tor- 
tillas. “We make the tortillas our- 
selves,” Lazarenko says, “although I 
admit that the line-caught wild 
salmon is very popular.” 

The Culina wine list is an offbeat 
read of varietals from the Okanagan 
valley and around the world. The 


SEE PAGE 15 


ar 


maveo 
claveria 


rooms 


and 


lounge 


Sa <> Why Not Go 
ae S JRTo | IRELEMD.FOR 
: Flew YEARS? 


oe [= 


RING IN)}2006 Als EDMONTON;S 
AUTHENTIC IRISHIEUB 
DANGEINTOTHE NEW)YEAR WITH 


IF FINNEGAN 


LIMITED RESERVED SEATING § 


INCLUDES: Awesome Party F 
Bigger Big Bag of Swag, Bottle « ampagne, and 
Free BBQ after midnight! 


Gall Ghnis or Gary at 414 6766 for tickets 
or, pick them up at the'y 


THIS YEAR'S COUNT DOWN 
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SEATINGS 
1 GREAT TIME 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 
$ —Less than $10 

$$ —$10to $20 

$$$ — $20 to $30 

$$$$ —$30andup 


THE CAJUN HOUSE 
7 St. Anne Street, St. Albert + 460-8772 
“I'm having the special,” my wife 
announced with desperate certainty 
after a quick glance at our dining 
options at St. Albert's Cajun House. 
“There are way too many good things 
in there.” The menu featured inexpen- 
sive po’boys, gumbos and jambalayas; 
in short, every Creole dish | had ever 
sampled and enjoyed, which left me in 
a pickle. Delectable descriptions of 
blackened catfish, steak in feta cheese 
and pecan-encrusted chicken set my 
head to spinning. Well past the point 
of making a choice, | copped out with 
the first combination | saw: the Cajun 
House Combination Plate ($10.50). 
The selection promised jambalaya, 
shrimp Creole, red beans and smoked 
sausage. | tried to convince my wife to 
start with frog’s legs (tastes like swamp 
chicken, I've been told), but we settled 
on coconut shrimp ($7.95) instead. 
The coconut shrimp arrived relatively 
quickly; six piping-hot prawns basked 
in their thick breading, sweetened by 
crispy strands of coconut meat as we 
savoured the salty contrast of the dark 
soy dipping sauce. Our server returned 
a short while later with our main cours- 
es, and both of us dove in immediately. 
| nibbled around my jambalaya at first, 
teasing myself with the delicious red 
beans and popping a couple of plump, 
firm Creole-spiced shrimp into my 
mouth. The rich, mildly spicy combina- 
tion was stunning, and nearly every 
bite included ham, sausage or chicken 
as well as the delicious mixture of spicy 
rice, peppers and tomatoes. The heat 
built gradually on my palate and | 
appreciated the glass of water beside 
me, but | never had to lunge for it. 
Meanwhile, my wife was mowing 
through her petit-sized special 
($11.95). A generous portion of pan- 
fried halibut lay under a yellow tomato 
sauce. Next to her steamed vegetables, 
the roasted potato was sliced into ten- 
der discs and sprinkled with herbs. My 
wife was ecstatic about her choice and 
the light, tender and juicy white meat 
was well worth the wait. The yellow 
tomato sauce tasted almost squash-like 
and balanced the halibut beautifully. 
Never one for fish, one taste of her 
ent me an instant convert. We 
veighed down with 


left the restaurant 


my girl’s Mississippi Mud Pie ($4.95) 
and my flourless, bittersweet chocolate 
cake ($4.25). We managed to make it 
all the way to the car before she tore 
into the takeout containers. | was a lit- 
tle disappointed in the dense brownie 
floating in a whipped cream pool, but 
her chocolate mousse-chocolate 
cheesecake-chocolate crust dessert was 
a sensation. We were just over $50 
lighter and absolutely stuffed. | could- 
n’t believe that this popular little 
restaurant in plutocratic St. Albert was- 
n’t charging far more for its outstand- 
ing cuisine. All they needed for 
ambiance was an exuberant jazz 
ensemble and a voodoo priestess 
going table to table offering curses and 
aphrodisiacs. Average Price: $$$ 
(Reviewed 5/26/05) 


GLENORA GRILL 

12327-102 Ave * 482-3531 

The Glenora Grill’s menu is, in a word, 
creative. There are a lot of interesting 
flavour combinations, and a diverse 
mix of ingredients catering to clients 
who are culinarily conservative or gas- 
tronomically adventurous. There were 
plenty of options to choose from, 
though | settled fairly quickly on the 
Arabic Chicken ($19), a braised chicken 
breast with raisins, pine nuts, eggplant 
and fresh tomatoes, with cumin-laced 
yogurt to top. My wife was in the 
mood for fish, opting for the Plank- 
Roasted Pacific Salmon ($20), which 
came with crispy leeks and a cranberry 
aioli. To start things off, | felt like a 
soup, and seeing how our waiter 
heartily recommended the Tacoma 
Sweet Onion Soup ($4.25 per cup), | 
thought I'd give it a try. My wife chose 
the Grilled Sliced Beef Salad ($9.25), a 
beef-topped salad with fresh greens 
and a spicy tomato dressing. It took a 
while for our appetizers to show up, 
but when they did, they proved to be 
worth the wait. Garnished with a dol- 
lop of sour cream and some shredded 
parmesan, my sweet onion soup was, 
quite simply, the best I’ve ever had. My 
wife’s salad was huge, and had the bet- 
ter part of a steak sliced up and spread 
on top. The spicy tomato dressing was, 
true to its word, spicy, and the greens 
were fresh and tender. | expected a lot 
from the $9 salad, and, judging by my 
wife’s reaction, it was worth the price. 
My Arabic chicken was seasoned with a 
deliciously complex group of flavours— 
the yogurt and cumin were typically 
eastern, while the almost salsa-like 
chunky tomato sauce that covered the 
chicken was full of unlikely bedfellows. 
(The raisins and pine nuts were, in par- 
ticular, both strangely perfect additions 
to the dish.) My side of seasoned pota- 


toes was good, though they paled in 
comparison to the outstanding chick- 
en. Under all those crispy leeks, my 
wife’s salmon was smothered in a thick 
layer of cranberry aioli, which she 
loved. She enjoyed her salmon, but 
seemed to be even more enraptured 
by the huge grains of rice in her appar- 
ently delicious side dish. Even though 
my wife hadn’t been entirely able to 
finish off her main course, she was 
excited enough about dessert that we 
decided to take a look at what they 
had. My wife instantly gravitated 
towards the chocolate mousse ($5.75), 
while | picked the passion fruit cheese- 
cake ($5.75), which was a violent 
shade of yellow/orange, and was brim- 
ming with passion fruit flavour. tt was 
both intensely sweet and intensely 
sour, with a deliciously perfumed taste. 
After what had been an amazing appe- 
tizer and an outstanding entrée, the 
cheesecake was the exclamation point 
at the end-of the evening. At nearly 
$81 including tax, our meal wasn’t 
cheap, but the quality of the food, the 
level of service and the classy-but-com- 
fortable ambiance made it an excep- 
tional value. Average Price: $$$$ 
(Reviewed 6/9/05) 


THE MANOR CAFE 

10109-125 St * 482-7577 

Although the Manor Cafe's exterior pre- 
sents the grandeur of a wealthy attor- 
ney-general’s home from 1929, the 
interior pulses with modem style. Every 
room was gorgeously appointed, with 
lush attention to detail. Far from full on 
this Friday evening, the Manor Café felt 
quiet and intimate. After long minutes 
of eliminating culinary temptations one 
by one, my decision came down to two 
dishes. Would | indulge in the Moroc- 
can fruit couscous ($17) or the Thermi- 
dor ($22)? After a brief but intense 
inner battle, chicken stuffed with lob- 
ster and brie won a victory over curry 
coconut cream and pineapple chutney. 
Aromatics and aesthetics double- 
teamed me as | gazed at the wonder 
my server set down before me. Its skin 
perfectly crisped, the free-range chicken 
was lean and tender. Enveloped within 
the chicken, the lobster’s mild taste slid 
subtly through the spinach and garlic. 
Warm brie bound the many flavours 
together. The chicken sat atop a mound 
of creamy Dijon tarragon risotto, which 
provided a perfect texture to comple- 
ment the crisp meat. Even the sautéed 
vegetables were sensational: savoury 
cloves are a welcome addition to red 
cabbage. Needless to say, | cleaned my 
plate and ventured back inside from my 
outdoor table for a coffee ($1.95) anda 
look at the dessert tray. Half a sentence 
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into the description of the first mouth- 
watering treat, | knew that | could not 
simply browse, and pointed at the 
white chocolate, strawberry and mango 
créme brilée ($7). After a few tastes of 
a decent gourmet coffee, the dessert of 
my dreams was set before me. | quickly 
devoured the plump strawberry and 
crisp cookie that festooned the cup so 
that nothing would distract me from 
the moment my spoon cracked that 
sweet crust. | mixed the shards with the 
rich créme to blend both flavours with 
the white chocolate and juicy chunks of 
mango. | ate slowly and each taste 
melted into pure paradise on my 
tongue. Average Price: $$$$ 
(Reviewed 6/9/05) 


OLIVETO TRATTORIA 

500 Riverbend Square * 435-6411 
Oliveto Trattoria’s interior is tasteful, if a 
tad on the basic side, and the lack of 
natural light made it feel a bit gloomy. 
Thankfully, the people dining in the 
space helped to liven it up, adding tex- 
ture to the otherwise straightforward 
layout and décor. For starters, by wife 
picked a small Caesar Salad ($4.50), 
while | thought I’d sample a bow! of 
their Minestrone with Pesto ($5). For 
our main dishes, my wife selected the 
Spaghetti Puttanesca ($10, spaghetti 
with anchovies, garlic, capers, white 
wine, olives and tomato sauce), while | 
opted for a tasty-sounding Penne 
Arrabbiate ($13), a concoction of 
penne with Italian sausage and a spicy 
tomato sauce. Having quickly made 
our way through the small appetizers, 
we waited patiently for the rest of our 
meal to arrive. When it eventually did 
show up, the presentation was a bit 
anticlimactic. The Spaghetti Puttanesca 
looked pretty basic (though my wife 
assured me that it tasted very, very 
good) while my Penne Arrabbiate 
looked like it had just been plunked 
down with a scoop on the plain, cafe- 
teria-style plate that it was served on. 
Thankfully, my initial doubts were mis- 
placed, and it turned out to be delight- 
fully flavourful, with an abundance of 
garlic and just the right quantity of 
sausage. Plus, the pasta was absolutely 
perfect. \t had just enough bite while 
still being tender and supple. And who 
doesn’t love the perfect mix of tough 
and tender? Hey? Am | wrong, ladies? 
For dessert, my wife settled on a 
chocolate hazelnut gelato ($5.95), 
while | selected the New York cheese- 
cake ($5.95) and a couple of lattes 
($3.40 each). The wedge of cheese- 
cake was rich and moist, and the 
chocolate and raspberry sauces drizzled 
on top made it even better. My wife 
graciously let me sample a small 


spoonful of her gelato, which was just 
as chocolatey as our server had 
promised. By the time we left, we 
could barely move. We were both 
impressed by the quality of our main 
courses, even though the presentation 
could have been a bit more creative. 
It’s nice to know that you can still find 
a decent non-fast-food-franchise meal 
out in the far reaches of suburbia. The 
houses may be generic, but at least 
some of the food is unique. Average 
Price: $$$ (Reviewed 5/26/05) 


SHINE BISTRO 

9828-101A Ave ° 414-6347 

Tucked away between the southeast 
corner of the Citadel Theatre and 
Canada Place, Shine Bistro is in a per- 
fect location to attract a fair bit of 
lunchtime traffic. The décor is certainly 
colourful (which is what I’d expect 
from a place called Shine), but not 
gaudy or overly wild—no doubt a nice 
change of pace from the drab beige 
cubicle walls that the people next door 
are stuck with for the better part of 
their days. After taking a good long 
look at the menu board behind the 
counter, | decided the Clubhouse Hot 
Sandwich ($5.95), a triple-decker sand- 
wich with toasted bread, turkey, ham, 
bacon, cheddar cheese, tomato, let- 
tuce and mayo was what | was looking 
for. One bite into the clubhouse, and | 
knew that I'd made a good choice. The 
bread was well-toasted, the bacon and 
lettuce were both crisp and the shaved 
ham and turkey were still slightly 
chilled. The mayo was good (and plen- 
tiful), and the cheese completed the 
experience. It didn’t take me long to 
finish the sandwich, and, unfortunately, 
when the sandwich ran out, | was still 
sort of hungry. | wondered if it was too 
late to take them up on the combo 
deal (if you've ordered a sandwich, a 
mere $1.50 extra gets you a salad or a 
bowl of soup), so | brought it up with 
the cheerful woman at the cash regis- 
ter. No problem, she said, so | ordered 
a bowl of their Black Bean Soup, which 
she said I'd like if | liked chili. | handed 
over a loonie and a couple of quarters, 
and wandered back over to my table, 
where my soup was quickly delivered. 
The presentation was certainly neat, 
with a fancy white criss-cross of sour 
cream on the top, contrasting with the 
deep, earthy brown of the soup. The 
spicing was indeed a sort of 
chili/Cajun mix (and fairly hot, too), 
while the puréed black beans gave it 
very thick texture. | was quite 
impressed, and after finishing the rest 
of my cookie, nicely full. Sure beats a 
bagged lunch. Average Price $-$$ 
(Reviewed 6/2/05) 
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By JAMES LYLE 


THIS WEEK: Pisano RPF Tannat 
2003 ($23) 


| was sitting in my cellar contemplat- 

ing what | was going to review this 
| week, and as | looked over the shelves 
| dedicated to the usuals like Australia, 

France, Italy, the U.S., something else 
| caught my eye. | was going to ven- 
| ture into a whole new experience—a 
| wine from Uruguay. That's right: 

Uruguay. This small country has a 

blossoming wine industry run mainly 
| by French and Italian immigrants. 
) While the industry is small, the suc- 
| cesses of their neighbours Argentina 
} and Chile have emboldened wine 
producers and exporters. 


Lingnan Chinese Restaurant 


Continued ‘rom page 12 


Filled with baby corn, Chinese mush- 
rooms and bamboo shoots, it was just 
one of the many interesting selec- 
tions on the menu’s impressive vege- 
tarian page. 

The food was enjoyable, but the 
interior of the Lingnan was an expe- 
rience in and of itself that should 


Brad Lazarenko 


Continued from page 13 


prices range from a reasonable $31 a 
bottle to a not unreasonable $139 for 
the 2000 Chateau LaGrange St. 
Julien Bordeaux. The list remains the 
passion of Lazarenko’s business part- 
ner, former Whyte Avenue Second 
Cup owner Paul LaGrange. Wines are 
selected for their unique flavours and 
their ability to combine with 
Lazarenko’s signature style. 


THE COMBINATION of passion and 
accessibility is a formula that has 
worked wonders: not only has Culi- 
na become one of Edmonton’s can’t- 
miss bistros, but Lazarenko has 
already parlayed his success into 
expansion. The popularity of Culi- 
na’s wine list inspired Passa Tempo, 
the 10-seat wine bar next door where 
guests are invited to “pass the time.” 

"There's a different atmosphere 
to Passa Tempo,” says Lazarenko. 
“It’s eclectic and bohemian, more a 
place for wine and cocktails with 
some unusual snacks. It serves as a 
place to wait for a table at Culina or 
a place to go after the meal.” Since 
Culina’s popularity has outgrown its 
15 tables, Passa Tempo makes sense. 

Carla Alexander will carry 
Lazarenko’s next business venture. 
This talented chef has a gift for “soul 
soups” and her creations have been 
sold as take-outs from Culina for 
months. Lazarenko, along with 
Halo/Red Star owner Sal DiMaio, 
partnered with Alexander to open 
her own soup counter downtown. 
Soul Soups will be available starting 
in mid-January. 

In the meantime, Culina will be 


Upon the first pour, 
this wine exudes a deep 
red, almost purple 
colour. While | found its 
nose lacking in fruit, the 
richness of texture and 
alcohol stood out. 
The taste was rich 
and fruity and lasted 
throughout the evo- 
lution of the sample. 
| found that its front- 
end sharpness round- 
ed out at the back of 
the palate with a very | 
relaxed aftertaste. | : 
also found this wine : 
stood up very well 
with the beef tender- : 
loin with which | 
paired this wine. | 
will enjoy sampling ; 
this wine with another dish, perhaps | 
game or pork, to see how it comple- 
ments it. And if this wine is reflective 
of the quality of wines from Uruguay, 
| look forward to more and more. © 


not be missed. Bring the kids and go 
at night. I found it reassuring that 
the owners had taken so much care 
to maintain what should be consid- 
ered an Edmonton landmark. If you 
go, your palate will be satisfied and 
your senses will be dazzled. © 


LINGNAN CHINESE RESTAURANT 
10582-104 St © 426-3975 


closed. “We're closing January 1st for 
some much-needed kitchen renova- 
tions—believe it or not, we only have 
four burners in our tiny kitchen,” 
Lazarenko laughs. “We're expanding 
the cooking area while we take the 
staff on a five-day ski trip to Fernie.” 
When Culina opens its doors again in 
the 19th, the chefs may be slightly 
less stressed and better able to pro- 
duce the mouthwatering dishes their 
devoted clientele craves. 


IF THEIR CUSTOMERS are looking 
for a brand new menu to ring in the 
New Year before he closes, forget it. 
“} don’t like pushing something dif- 
ferent on New Year's,” Lazarenko 
confides. “It can end up just being a 
cash grab. I don’t really do anything 
different on the holidays: I rely on 
people coming because they want to 
come.” His menu is a brief but varied 
selection of exquisitely prepared 
dishes, and his prices keep customers 
coming back for more. 

Even with two new enterprises, no 
grass grows under Lazarenko's ladle; 
he can’t say much more, but a restau- 
rant similar to Culina will apparently 
be opening up in partnership with 
southern B.C. winery soon. The 
expansion will mean even more 
opportunities for his phenomenal 
staff to explore their own passions. 

“T have to keep things exciting 
for the staff,” Lazarenko says of his 
new endeavours, “and I find that if 
I'm excited, they’re excited.” When 
talented people are passionate about 
what they do, all sorts of new possi- 
bilities unfold. And self-made chef 
Brad Lazarenko will continue to 
make his indelible mark across the 
vibrant palette of Edmonton’s culi- 
nary scene. @ 
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a village 


Panorama Mountain Village impresses 
with both breathtaking natural beauty and 
abundant creature comforts 


By ADAM SMITH 


ere was a crisp, cold wind gust- 
T=: from the northwest as we 
loaded the van, but the sky was 
clear and the Rockies were playfully 
visible from my parents’ Calgary 
home. Having travelled from 
Edmonton the day before, my part- 
ner and I had already sliced a thick 
chunk from the prairie leg of our 
commute. I’m on the road with a 
girl who has never stood on a snow- 
board, and seems much more inter- 
ested in some of the creature 
comforts than the cold, snowy chal- 
lenge of the mountains. Nonethe- 
less, we hit the road en route to 


Panorama, 282 
kilometres from 
Calgary and about 


twice that distance 
from the capital. 

From Cowtown, Panorama is 
approximately four hours down on 
the tarmac, on a path through Banff, 
and then south on the weaving, 
beautiful Highway 93, through the 
twisting curves and passes of the 
young, lustful and unbridled Rock- 
ies, through caves and past hot 
springs, over the continental divide, 
and on into beautiful British Colum- 
bia. The brittle shell of my old Volk- 
swagen van was useless to protect us 
from nature’s cool breath as we 
pushed the shuddering vehicle to 
previously unmatched heights. Dry 
snow scattered quickly over the 
lonely, unforgiving highway. 

As our long drive came to its end, 
we passed through Invermere, a city 
of 9,000 that’s about 10 minutes 


from the hill, and then ascended to 
the Panorama Village, where one 
mega check-in controls all hospitali- 
ty on the mountain. There was defi- 
nitely an eerie feel to the softly lit 
village; it contributed to a strange 
uniformity that spread through all 
buildings and infrastructure in the 
area. We checked into the Taynton 
Lodge, a luxurious abode with a 
king-size bed, a couch, and a patio 
from which I could literally ride 
right down to the mountain’s lifts. 


PANORAMA HAS a reputation as a 
“side dish” of a mountain. It’s more 
known for its fam- 
ily-oriented, resort 
atmosphere, and 
this reputation is 
well deserved: there are families and 
children running amok, and hordes 
of really fast, really colourful ski 
racers. The racers that inhabit the 
lodge throughout the day look like 
some displaced exiles from some 
future republic, and now they’re 
setting up refugee-like neon 
shanties in the lodge, groups of ski 
racers with aerodynamic gear and 
aerodynamic colours eating aerody- 
namic lunches all day, in the lodge, 
everywhere. 

Dynamics and the future aside, 
Panorama was immensely impres- 
sive. Somewhere along the line I had 
developed some negative preconcep- 
tions about Panorama, all of which 
were completely unfounded. For 
some reason, I had categorized it as a 
“skiers only” mountain, one with 
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narrowly cut runs that fail to even 
flirt into the trees, but I stand cor- 
rected, Panorama is a huge moun- 
tain, with over 2,800 acres of 
tideable terrain and 4,000 feet of ver- 
tical, and despite early season condi- 
tions, it was evident that there is an 
incredible variety of terrain, especial- 
ly once conditions improve. And 
with the recent expansion of the 
Taynton Bowl, which is a massive, 
well-gladed bowl of challenging 
bowls and tree runs, there is a now a 
lot to ride at this little gem, from cor- 
duroy to steeps to technical chutes. 


AFTER SPENDING SOME TIME with 
my lady friend, who was having a 
very difficult time trying to master 
her board, I headed out to explore 
the mountain. I was pleasantly sur- 
prised to see that all lifts were run- 
ning, and that the mountain was 
enjoying a calm day in terms of 
turn out. Although it had been a 
few days since it snowed, I was able 
to find several decent lines to the 
east of the main express quad, the 
Champagne Express. Some of these 
areas still appeared to be closed, and 
as I tore by a cavalry of snow 
machines running full-throttle, | 
realized why. To the west of the 
Champagne Express | explored a 
treed area with crunchy, heavy 
snow that I often sunk into deeply, 
up to a foot or three; the snow was 
heavy and settled, but it still felt 
refreshing. Moving up the moun- 
tain, I found that the upper runs, 
like the “Outer Limits” and the 


“Extreme Dream Zone,” were in 
rather dire circumstances: the snow 
was patchy and windblown, and 
what was remaining was icy. 

In Upper Mountain, there were a 
number of challenging runs that 
opened into tight passes and coves 
mingling in and out of the thicker 
tree growth—really fun stuff, but def- 
initely something I should have been 
sporting a lid for. The fresh tracks 
and tight runs definitely compensat- 
ed for the spotty upper mountain, 
and also for the new Taynton Bowl’s 
being closed, which I had been look- 
ing forward to riding. Consistently 
impressed, I stopped at a lookout 
and caught an incredible view of the 
sun dipping into the breath-taking 
Columbia Valley. In the sinking sun, 
| took my final ride of the day right 
down to my patio. 

When J arrived, the beginner 
was already on the couch. She had 
spent the day at the towrope and 
was happy with her experience I had 
failed to convince her to even try the 
chairlift, which she viewed as a 
treacherous monstrosity that she 
could never understand; she felt that 
if she were to appear vulnerable to 
the machine, it would surely con- 
sume her, The mountain was rapidly 
vacating and the guest village was 
beginning to look like a ghost town. 
The darkness was taking over; bright 
stars filled the mountain sky. Andrea 
and I were both exhausted, so we 
ended our day with a quiet, relaxing 
soak in the hot tub under the dark 


B.C. peaks. © 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


Pole position 


Ever dropped your pole off the chair, 
or skied without poles for any length of 
time? It drives me crazy. | feel like I’ve 
regressed 20 years in my technique. 
But at the same time, it’s a good 
reminder of how important that per- 
fect balance point is when you ski. | 
use carbon fibre ski poles that weigh 
next to nothing, but take them away 
and | ski as if I'd downed a bottle of 
wine. Obviously, the pole plant is a 
very important part of turning effec- 
tively. So what is the proper technique 
for a plant? 

The standard arm position is easy 
to describe in this way: picture yourself 
with a full tray of drinks walking 
through the lodge, and that’s where 
your hands should be when you ski 
(more or less; you're not Frankenstein). 
Keeping your arms in this position 
when you plant the pole is key. If you 
plant and ski by the pole it causes a 
chain reaction of events that screw up 
your balance and almost every other 
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aspect of a good turn. 

The pole swing is used primarily to 
guide our body movement across our 
skis and into the new turn. The swing 
motion comes mostly from the hand 
and wrist—your grip should remain 
relaxed. If you bend your wrist a lot to 
swing the pole, you are probably hold- 
ing on too tight. The direction of the 
swing is key—swing the pole tip in the 
direction you want your body to travel. 
For long turns, swing the pole just a lit- 
tle downhill of the direction the skis are 
pointing. As your turns get shorter, 
swing the pole more directly down the 
hill. No matter the size or quickness of 
the turn, keep the swing smooth and 
rhythmical, in tempo with your turns. 

The term “pole plant” fools many 
people into thinking the pole tip must 
be firmly jabbed into the ground—not 
so! As your pole swing ends, the pole 
touch should be just that—a light 
touch at about the same time your skis 
are moving into the new turn. For 


bumps or heavy snow, you can use a ' 


little bit stronger touch. It may also 
occur a little earlier in the turn to help 
stabilize your upper body, but don’t 
let your hand (or upper body) get dri- 
ven backwards. Hands must remain up 
and forward. 

The pole touch is a signal that 
you've completed a turn in balance 
and are moving into a new turn. 
Think of the touch as your indicator of 
balance: eyes and hands up, skis 
rolling across the bases to the new 
edges, and the pole tip smoothly 
engaging the snow. @ 
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By HART GOLBECK 


Hey Santa, is it too late to 
ask for more snow at Castle? 


Castle Mountain near Pincher Creek 
temporarily closed their slopes on Mon- 
day, December 26, and they will remain 
closed until snow conditions improve. 
Although there is a significant base at 
the top, there are only 20 centimetres 
at the bottom, and with evening tem- 
peratures staying above zero, this base 
just continues to melt away. It’s been 
tough at Castle the last few seasons. 
Unlike Jasper and Banff where the entire 
winter economy is primarily based upon 
skier numbers, at Castle there are just a 


few restaurants and accommodations. 
Nonetheless, hundreds of workers are 
affected for the umpteenth time. I’ve 
been there the last two Februaries and 
conditions have been fantastic but the 
winter starts leave much to be desired. 
Come on, Old Man Winter, give them a 
break and wreak a blizzard or two upon 
them. I'm sure they won't mind. 


Two medal finishes... and 
a partridge in a pear tree 


One of Canada’s top skiers, Thomas Gran- 
di, gave himself a couple great Christmas 
presents last week: a World Cup bronze in 
a giant slalom and a silver medal in the 
ever-difficult slalom event. This season, 
Canadians have posted podium finishes in 
all four alpine skiing events, which include 
downhill, super-giant slalom, giant slalom 
and slalom. (A simplified explanation of 
the difference between the race disciplines 
is that the number of gates skiers must 
navigate increases from downhill to 
slalom. More gates means slower speeds 
and more tums.) 

With the Olympics fast approach- 
ing, the European ski community is 
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Starting to take notice of our sudden, 
persistent rise to the top. It looks like 
Ken Read’s new Canadian ski program 
is starting to take off. 


Pipe dreams 


The halfpipe at Sunshine Village is now 
open. Its four-metre walls and 100- 
metre length should challenge the best 
of the boarders. Along with the pipe, 
the terrain park also opened with all the 
regular fun stuff like boxes, rails and 
jumps. All of these features are easily 
accessible from the Strawberry chair. 


Powder 8s 


The regional Powder 8 championships 
are coming to Fernie on February 3-5 
In this event, skiers pair up to carve 
perfect figure-eights in untracked pow- 
der. If you've got a good ski buddy and 
have what it takes, get in touch with 
therm and head on down. Best of all, 
the winners advance to the World 
Championships at Mike Wiegele’s Heli- 
Ski operation at Blue River B.C. Call 1- 
866-633-7643 for more information. @ 
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Canyon 


Red Deer’s Canyon Ski Area proves you 
don’t need a lot of vertical to make a 


good snow park 


By COLIN CATHREA 


River valley is the Canyon Ski 

Area, a little gem of a hill that 
has been in operation for over 30 
years. As I drive down the old road, 
the memories come flooding back: 
so many ski races, family parties, 
and good times. In fact, after racing 
full-out, balls-to-the-wall downhill 
courses like Lake Louise and 


Hever down in the Red Deer 


rip it up on their wooden planks. 
Today it caters to an ever-expanding 
local population with an avid ski 
community. Canyon Manager Lor- 
raine Martinek explains that it’s still 
mostly kids who are populating the 
hill, however. “People here are mak- 
ing good money and they do like to 
ski,” she says. “But it seems they 
work so hard that it’s tough to get 


Whistler, this is time to enjoy it.” 

where I claimed Red Deer is a 

my one and only young and active 
city, and Canyon 


downhill victory. 
The “top to bottom” race is an old 
tradition that Canyon hosted for 
many years, but they were forced to 
stop it after some guy, wearing a few 
hundred pounds of scuba weights to 
speed him up, crashed and almost 
killed himself. 

Like most old ski hills in Alberta, 
Canyon started with a little rope tow 
for the local cowboys who wanted to 


caters to beginner skier and board- 
ers, as well as Olympic racing hope- 
fuls and freestyle-event athletes. It 
has a really decent pitch that will 
challenge any rider, and the beauti- 
ful river valley is a great place to 
hold a big party or wedding. 

For me, Canyon holds some 
vivid memories, mainly because of 
the serious trouble I got in for jump- 


snow.skate.wake 
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The EasyRider Condition Report 


ing the lodge. Yes, you read that 
right: we jumped the day lodge. We 
knew we would be in deep shit, but 
we did it anyway. Me and a couple of 
ski-racing buddies pulled down the 
fence above the lodge, and jumped 
over about SO people putting their 
skis on after lunch. The old lodge at 
Canyon was about halfway down the 
hill, built back into the valley so the 
roof met the hillside. If you timed it 
tight, you could ski over the ski racks 
and front doors, freaking out the 
unsuspecting patrons below. Unfor- 
tunately, the hill’s operators caught 
up with us and basically banned us 
for life. I didn’t tell this to Martinek 
to start off our chat. 


1 USED TO RACE quite a bit at 
Canyon. It seems strange to pack up 
the station wagon and take off down 
Highway 2 only to pull off in Red 
Deer, but we did it for the vertical. 
With a starting gate above the hill on 
a wheat field and the finish gate over 
the road, down on the Red Deer 
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River, there was a sufficient vertical 
drop to have the slalom race sanc- 
tioned by the Fédération Interna- 
tionale de Ski (FIS). That meant that 
the points we earned would be 
ranked with FIS national teams 
throughout the world. In other 
words, we could race in a river valley 
in Red Deer and be ranked with Ken 
Read and Steve Podbourski. 

Anyway, enough memories: let’s 
get back to the present. Freshly made 
snow, grooming, and night skiing are 
what make this place tick. Like most 
“urban” ski hills, Canyon has dedi- 
cated its resources to beginners and 
park rats. As Canyon proves, you 
don’t need 1,000 feet of vertical to 
build an awesome snow park. This is 
another reason why future members 
of Team Canada will be groomed 
here. It stands to reason: Canyon is 
the perfect environment for learning 
the basics of both racing and riding. 
If you are in the area on business or 
pleasure, drive a few minutes east of 
Red Deer and check this place out. © 
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SBAUECT TO CLASSEFICATION 


The premise behind 
Rumor Has It turns out 
to be way less fun than 
it sounds 


By TYSON KABAN 


Vince Vaughn are an item. Yeah, it’s total- 

ly true. People calls them “Vincifer,” which 
is so adorable, and good for Jen; she’s had a 
rough year and someone as down-to-earth as 
Vince would be perfect for her. 1 heard that 
they met on the set of their latest film, some 
sort of romantic-comedy called The Break Up. 
Then again, it could have 
been during Jen’s topless 
photo shoot for GQ. Huh. 

Or maybe it was during the 

filming of Mr. and Mrs. Smith? Maybe it wasn’t 
Angelina that broke Brad and Jen up after all, 
but that sly dog Vince. Yep, I’m sure that’s it. 
Or is it? Let me confer with the latest issue of 
US Weekly and I'll get back to you. 

Okay, I promise there's a clever film review 
of Rumor Has It, the half-baked “sequel” to 
the 1967 classic The Graduate, in here some- 
where, but that’s not really what's important 
right now. What everyone wants to know is if 
Jennifer Aniston is actually able to star and 
carry a film all on her own, after Friends, after 
Brad. That is, if her talent and appeal actually 
live up to Hollywood's hype. Well, if her per- 
formance in Rumor Has It is any indication, 
it’s that Aniston’s worth as an actress is less 
than the $1.99 price tag of Weekly Scoop. 

There are problems right from the start of 
: this awful, awful movie, when we're intro- 
22 ee ee ee ee duced to Aniston’s character Sarah, who's on a 
plane to Pasadena to attend her sister’s wed- 
ding. We're informed that ever since she can 
remember, Sarah has never felt like a part of 
her own family. She doesn’t drive slow like 


Rens has it that Jennifer Aniston and 
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she isn’t as blonde as her bouncy sister Annie 
(Mena Suvari), and she doesn’t even know if 


she’s anything like her own mother who died 
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10054- 167S5T 483-2005 : : her dad Earl (Six Feet Under’s Richard Jenkins), 
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when Sarah was nine. 
On her quest of self-discovery, Sarah dis- 
covers that her mother and her lush of a 
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Rumours of grandeur 


grandmother Katharine (Shirley MacLaine) 
were the inspiration for The Graduate. In 
short, Grandma Katharine and her daughter 
both slept with the same man 30 years ago. 
So Sarah takes it upon herself to track down 
the man in question and meets the infamous 
stud Beau Burroughs (Kevin Costner) at a 
conference in San Francisco, only to become 
the third generation of hussies dumb enough 
to sleep with the same man. But here comes 
the twist: Sarah might just be Beau’s daugh- 
ter, but I’m going to tell you now that she’s 
not his daughter. Because incest? Not so 
romantically comedic. 


THE FILM’S most obvious flaws come from 
Ted Griffin’s weak, convoluted script. Rumor 
Has It constantly vacillates between saccha- 
rine drama and zany situa- 
tional comedy, with 
last-minute director Rob 
Reiner’s stunted pace, weak 
transitions and unnecessary voiceovers that 
do nothing to improve upon the script or 
explain the film’s confusing storyline. 

If the film does have a high point, it's 
when Shirley MacLaine’s Katharine appears 
from her cloud of bourbon to deliver some 
great one-liners, most of which involve the 
phrase “blunt testicular trauma.” Trust me; it’s 
funnier than it sounds. And Kathy Bates 
makes a quick appearance, inducing laughs 
the second she makes her way onscreen as a 
bleach-blonde friend of the family, wearing a 
muumuu and calling the alcohol-filled Bloody 
Mary she’s clutching her favourite lady. 

For some reason, the film is set in 1997, 
and it's quite disappointing to see that Anis- 
ton herself refused to make the film more 
authentic by getting the “Rachel haircut” she 
popularized back in the day. But again, the 
film’s technical and expositional shortcom- 
ings aren’t Rumor Has It’s only problems. Anis- 
ton, spoiled by her success on TV, is just a 
boring actress who has abused her spot on the 
A-list, and she shouldn't be allowed to carry a 
film on her own—at least until she’s no 
longer a victim of Hollywood overexposure. o 


RUMOR HAS IT 

Directed by Rob Reiner * Written by Ted Griffin * 
Starring Jennifer Aniston, Kevin Costner and 
Shirley MacLaine * Now playing 
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the Exorcist isn’t 
perfect, but more 
interesting than 
Benny Harlin’s 
ersion 

JOSEF BRAUN 


an all-too-familiar story, though 
erhaps a bit more pathetic than 
nost. After its original director 
bn Frankenheimer fell ill, Morgan 
< Productions hired Paul Schrad- 
to helm what is now being awk- 
wardly referred to as Dominion: 
Hequel to the Exorcist. A long-time 
imirer of the grandiose religious 
aphor in William Friedkin’s origi- 
| Exorcist, Schrader wholeheartedly 
sew himself into the project. But 
hen an early cut of the film was 
ivered to the head of Morgan 
ek, he balked at the fact that it 
n't enough of a horror genre pic- 
, even though Schrader apparent- 
ollowed the shooting script to the 
ter. Unable to fire Schrader, Mor- 
fan Creek simply abandoned the 
film, kept the basic script (by 
William Wisher Jr. and novelist Caleb 
(arr), the film’s star (Stellan Skars- 
id) and its famous cinematograph- 
(Vittorio Storaro), and did it all 
r again from scratch, hoping Die 
d 2 director Renny Harlin could 
Upply the desired genre effects. Har- 
n's Exorcist: The Beginning (2004) 
as a real horror all right, complete 
kids getting ripped apart by CGI 
hyenas and a high ranking on the 
it of worst films of I’ve ever had to 
iew. It also bombed miserably at 
Mie box office. 
Schrader’s version, meanwhile, 
id eventually receive an extremely 
iMited theatrical release in a hand- 
il of American cities with zero fan- 
ire last May before being ushered 
0 video stores, which is where 
u'll find it now. Schrader’s film is 
lore of a brooding apocalyptic tale 
idemonic mystery, colonialist dis- 
er and faith being rekindled in 
e's darkest hour and, indeed, a 
bre subdued, thoughtful affair in 
hurry to revel in splatter. It’s 
dly a perfect film, and certainly 
t among Schrader’s best, but it is 
Hinitely more interesting than the 
im it was dumped for and one that 
Ould now be considered essential 
anyone with an interest in the 
edkin film or in theological drama 
general. 


IN EAST AFRICA in 1947, 
inion has Father Merrin (Skars- 
d, in the role fellow Swede Max 
Sydow played in the original 
brcist) in the midst of an ongoing 
bbatical and the very depths of a 
Sis of faith, one he’s been spi- 
ling into since becoming implicat- 
in a Nazi atrocity during the war. 


In the desert as leader of an archaeo- 
logical team, Merrin discovers an 
ancient church, buried in sand and 
still in pristine condition, that was 
built directly on top of a pre-Christ- 
ian temple, one in which a large, 
horned demon features prominently. 
Wisher and Carr have taken this 
brutish convention missionary 


eV 


Christians had of erecting churches 
directly over pre-existing sites of 
worship and given it an intriguing 
twist, one that honours Christian 
mythology while still condemning 
the futility of the colonialist sup- 
pression of established culture. 
Demonic possession is something 


much more slippery in Dominion 
than in other Exorcist films, some- 
thing closer to a disease fluid in its 
variety of manifestations. The open- 
ing of this particular Pandora’s Box 
results in bloodthirsty mad cows, 
maggot-strewn still births and the 
miraculous healing of a severely 
deformed boy, an escalation of events 
that ultimately lead to Merrin con- 
fronting not only a corporeal demon 
down in the temple but also his own 
personal demons in one of the film’s 
most magical moments, one which 
begins with snow falling indoors, 
links back to an earlier Spellbound- 
inspired dream sequence, and which 
echoes some key elements of Schrad- 
er’s script for The Last Temptation of 
Christ. Given the power of such 
scenes, it’s an annoyance that Domin- 
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ion, like Harlin’s film, also features 
some distracting and bad CGI effects. 
More problematic however are a cou- 
ple of the performances, particularly 
Gabriel Mann as a one-note, blandly 
earnest and tirelessly preachy young 
priest. With guys like that around, it’s 
just too easy to root for Satan. O 
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Big box of horrors 


The films of The Val 
Lewton Horror 
Collection will haunt 
your dreams 

By JOSEF BRAUN 


a the 1940s, following a career of 

writing everything from pulp nov- 

els to poetry to overly imaginative 
journalism and a stressful appren- 
ticeship under producer David O. 
Selznick, Val Lewton took a job 
heading the horror B-movie unit at 
RKO. After the fiscal fiasco of Citizen 
Kane, RKO’s new bottom-line was 
pragmatism or “showmanship over 
genius.” Lewton was given low bud- 


gets, tight schedules, contract actors 
and existing sets and had to arbitrar- 
ily develop films to accompany sen- 
sationalistic audience-tested titles 
literally ripped from tabloid head- 
lines. It was a job for a hard-working 
sucker, an eager beginner or a des- 
perate has-been, but over a period of 
about six years, Lewton utilized the 


freedom hidden in these constraints 
to produce some of the most richly 
mysterious, sophisticated and ele- 
gantly suggestive films to ever fall 
under the horror-thriller genre. 
Lewton embodied the notion of 
producer as auteur completely, devel- 
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oping projects from the 
ground-up, personally 
giving each its final 
(uncredited) rewrite and 
peppering the best of 
them with his own pecu- 
liar fears, insights, obses- 
sions and memories. 
Working from the same 
palate as film noir, he 
made movies for literate 
adults drawn to seductive 
pessimism and complicat- 
ed characters, for lovers of 
angular shadows and 
pools of darkness. He'd 
infuse his films with all 
these elements, form a 
clear narrative, throw in a 
love story and deliver the 
whole package in less 
than 70 minutes. 

Before picking up The 
Val Lewton Horror Col- 
lection, | only vaguely 
knew who Lewton was; in 
hindsight, his work was a 
gaping hole in my film knowl- 
edge. Easily one of the finest DVD 
discoveries of the year, these nine 
films and one documentary spread 
over five discs are nicely arranged 
into double features. At least five are 
strange masterpieces (which I'll 
briefly describe) that reward repeated 
viewings and are accompanied by 
superb audio commentaries by histo- 
rians and filmmakers. While some 
barely function as clear examples of 
the horror genre, rest assured they 
do get under your skin and haunt 
your dreams. 


THE FIRST OF THREE col- 
laborations with director 
Jacques Tournier, Cat Peo- 
ple (1942) introduced Lew- 
ton’s characteristic tension 
between myth and reality. 
Set in contemporary New 
York, it concerns a love tri- 
angle dominated by cen- 
tral European immigrant 
Irena (the inimitable 
Simone Simon), a simulta- 
neously sensual and sexu- 
ally repressed loner who 
fears that erotic stimula- 
tion might revive an ancient family 
curse resulting in transfiguration 
and animalistic violence. While 
Irena’s exoticism and ostensible 
mental illness provides the story’s 
latent threat, the surface ordinari- 
ness and innocence of husband 
Oliver and amorous Girl Friday co- 
worker Alice disguises a fundamen- 
tally predatory nature that extends 
to every character. Brilliantly shot 
by Nick Musuraca, the film shifts 
between well-lit and shadowy 
worlds where danger gains potency 
through being unseen. 

Tournier considered | Walked 
with a Zombie (1943) his finest film, 
and it’s easy to see why. Conceived 
by Lewton as a sort of “Jane Eyre in 
the tropics,” it’s one of the most 
uniquely unsettling movies I’ve ever 
seen, rife with alcoholism, nihilism, 
adultery, gossip, smiling malice, 


ELLISON: 
ee 


thundering 

ecstatic ritual and music, 
post-colonial guilt, creepy Calypso 
singers and chillingly beautiful noc- 
turnal cane fields and seascapes. A 
Canadian nurse is sent to a fictional 
isle to care for a rich woman in a 
s e m i - 
catatonic/somnambulistic/zombie 
state but gets lured into a world of 
obsessive love and voodoo. A stone- 
eyed, mute sentry guides her, and 
us, and he, more than any other 
character in the Lewton canon, 


QulsyS: 


tu 
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evokes the embracing of death with 
elegant, transfixing economy. 

Its carnal pleasures may seem 
just a tad trashier, but I’m no less 
fascinated by The Leopard Man 
(1943). The opening 13 minutes 
alone make a spellbindingly rhyth- 
mic and absolutely brutal stand- 
alone overture: it establishes the 
restless movement of one character 
to another in a way that ends up 
snaking through the mesmerizing 
uncentred story; with well-selected 
detail, it introduces the smalltown 
New Mexico tabloid-show milieu 
and the escape of a deadly leopard 
being exploited as a shameless show- 
piece, and it quickly leads to the 
unforgettable, inky-black vortex 
awaiting a peasant girl under a lone- 
ly train bridge. A precursor to Psycho, 
the broken narrative strings and the 
invoking of private traps ends with 


both a chase throug) ; 
ritual pre-Columbia, 
procession meant ty 
remind townsfolk o; 
death’s inescapabili\, 
and a poetic confirm, 
tion of our inability |, 
comprehend the force, 
that compel us. 


WITH TOURNIER 
BUMPED UP to A-\\;; 
pictures, The 7th Victin 
(1943) was placed in the 
directorial hands of fo. 
mer editor Mark Robson, 
who, while perhaps les; 
distinctive, proved jus| 
as effective a conjurey of 
Lewton’s nightmare | 
visions and juggler o 
densely layered narra 
tives. The story of 4 
young woman leaving 
private school to find 
her missing sister and 
sole surviving family member, thy 
film ushers us into an urbap 
labyrinth of Satanism, secrets, psy 
choanalysis and suicidal despair. The 
longing for oblivion is given a highily 
unusual, sensitive reverence, accent 
ed not only by the numerous peripli- 
eral stories of anxiety and failure, bui 
also by the romance that spring; 
from the ashes of loss with fatalistic 
irony. A set piece involvinga 
propped-up corpse on the NYC sub- 
way is just one of the highlights. 

As flowing with weird touches a 
The 7th Victim is, The Curse of the Ca 
People (1944), the director 
al debut of Robert Wise, is 
probably Lewton’s most 
_ deeply, nakedly personal 
film, with many details 
taken directly from his 
childhood experiences to 
imprint the film with pal 
pable authenticity. Hardly 
the routine sequel the till 
implies, Curse balances ele 
ments of fairy tales with the 
real, hallucinatory isolatiol 
se felt by children prone \ 
daydreams, as well as a vet) 
adult subtext regarding 
desire and the unrelenting 
grips of nostalgia. Oliver and Alice 
now married, calmly live out thell 
ordinary dreams—until an encountel 
with a demented elderly neighbou! 
sends their daughter Amy to a nc’ 
level of interior fantasy inhabited b) 
none other than a ghostly Irené 
Regarded as a groundbreaking wot 
by child psychologists, the film lt 
infused with wonder, tenderness at 
a sadness linked to the literal and fis 
urative distances that separate P#! 
ents and children. 

Lewton’s career, like his life, ¥® 
short and frustrated. He died of! 
heart attack at the age of 46. But I! 
left a legacy that, through histor) UL 
much as artistry, will never 
repeated. © 
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NIGHTLY 7:10 PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE 1:00 PM 
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G00D NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK 
NIGHTLY 9:20PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE 3:20 


PRODUCERS 


THE PRODUCERS 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:30 PM 
ucSMT, SUN & MON MATINEE 2:00 PM 


CANOE CONTERT, WOT RECOMMEND FOR TOURS 


Phd lh | 


FILA LISTINGS 


FRI, DEC 30, 2005-THU, JAN 5, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 7:00 9:20 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 


AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil- 
dren) Daily 6:30 9:20 a 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St. 463-5451 
Meus (14A, violence) Daily 9:45 Fri Sat late show 
IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommend- 
ed for children) Daily 9:25 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Daily 11:30 1:50 4:00 
7:20 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Daily 11:00 
1:40 4:15 7:00 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:10 Kids Cabin 
Fever: Thu 1:40 


DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (G) Daily 
11:30 2:10 4:45 7:15 9:45 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Daily 
11:25 1:30 4:35 7:10 9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


‘SAW II (18A, gory scenes throughout) Daily 11:20 2:00 
4:16 7:35 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Daily 1:35 7:10 


WALLACE AND GROMIT; THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Daily 11:25 1:55 4:40 7:05 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Daily 11:10 1:20 3:55 7:30 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual content) Daily 
10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:30 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Daily 11:20 1:25 4:25 6:55 9:30 Fri Sat late 
show 11:50 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (144, coarse language, 
mature theme) Daily 10:50 1:25 4:05 6:50 9:40 Fn Sat 
late show 12:10 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) Dally 11:15 2:05 4:55 7:25 10:05 Fri Sat late 
show 12:30 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (184. coarse language, 
sexual content) Daily 11:05 1:45 4:10 7:15 9:55 Fn Sat 
late show 12:15 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Daily 11:20 1:40 4:45 7:00 9:15 


Fr) Sat Sun 11:15 Dally 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late 
show 11:20 


SAW II (1A, gory scenes throughout) Daily 11:45 2:10 
5:00 7:30 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommend 
ed for children) Daily 10:5 1:25 6:55 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (184, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Daily 4:55 10:00 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


TWO FOR THE MONEY (14A) Daily 11:05 1:50 4:40 
7:20 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young chil: 
dren) Dally 11:05 1:30 4:35 7:35 10:15 Fri Sat late 
show 12:25 


ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Daily 
11:15 1:45 4:40 7:20 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:45 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Daily 11:40 2:05 4:30 
7:25 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:25 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Daily 10:50 
1:30 4:20 7:05 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 Kids Cabin 
Fever: Thu 1:35 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (184, coarss language, 
sexual content) Daily 11:05 1:55 4:30 7:15 9:40 Fri Sat 
late show 12:20 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Daily 71:35 2:00 4:50 7:05 


THE FOG (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 10: 10 Fri Sat 
late show 12:30 


WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual content) Daily 
11:10 1:45 4:15 7:20 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12 10 


i CNVCENTAES Saal 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten 
young children, SR Dolby Digital) Daily 12:00 3:25 6:45 
10:00 

SYRIANA (14A, violence, DTS Digital) Fri-Wed 6:35 
9:45 Thu 9:45 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chil- 
dren, DTS Digital) Daily 11:45 3:00 

KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) no passes, on 2 screens, 
SR Dolby Digital) Daily 12:15 1° 200 4:20 5:00 8:30 9:10 
THE FAMILY STONE (PG, DTS Digital) Daily 12:45 
3:50 7:10 10:10 


cn 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 


for young childran, DTS Digital) Daily 12:25 2:50 5:15 
7:40 10:20 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature theres, not 
recommended for young children, SR Dolby tal) 
Daily 11:55 3:15 6:20 9:55 5 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young 
children, mature theme, DTS Digital) Daily 1:15 4:00 
7:00 9:40 

WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing con- 
tent, OTS Digital) Daily 12:35 4:10 7:20 10:15 


CLAREVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 


frightening scenes, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) Daily 12:10 3:15 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Daily 1:20 5:10 7:40 9:00 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Daily 1:50 4:20 6:45 9:20 


WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 2:20 5:00 7:35 10:00 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content) Daily 2:00 4:30 7:20 
9:30 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, nat 
recommended for young children) Daily 12:20 3:35 
6:40 9:35 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young 
children, mature theme) Daily 1:30 4:10 7:10 9:40 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri-Tue Thu 12:15 
2:30 4:50 7:00 9:15 Wed 12:15 2:30 4:50 9:15 


‘CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil 
dren) Dally 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:45 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 12:50 3:10 5:20 7:20 9:50 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
RUMOR HAS [T (PG, not recommended for young 


children, mature theme) Daily 12:05 2:25 4:55 7:25 
9:55 


WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Dally 12:10 2:35 5:00 7:30 10:05 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content) Daily 11:35 2:08 
4:20 7:00 9:25 


(CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no passes) Daily 
11:50 2:20 4:45 7:10 9:40 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG. nol recommended 
for young children) Daily 12:00 2:30 4:50 7:20 9:50 


KING KONG (PG, fnghtening scanes, not recommenc 
ed for young children, no passes) Daily 11:45 12:15 
4:00 4:30 8:30 9:15 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE [PG, may frighten young ctv 
dren) Daily 11:40 3:30 4:00 6:20 7:05 9:30 10.0 


SYRIANA (144, violence) Daily 9:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chi 
dren) Daily 11:30 3:15 6:35 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 11:55 2:00 


8712-109 St. 433-0728 
CAPOTE (14A) Daily 7:09 9:20 Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse language, sexual content) Fr 
Sat Mon-Thu 12:40 3:30 6:30 Sun 12:40 6:30 


SYRIANA (14A, violence) Daily 7 
JUST FRIENDS (144) Daily 1:20 4°10 7:15 9:5¢ 
AEON FLUX (714A) Daily 1-25 4:20 7:20 5 


DERAILED (144. violence, coarse language through 
out) Daily 1:05 3:25 6:55 9:20 


00 3:45 7:00 9:40 


RENT (PG, coarse language, mature themes) Daily 
12:45 3:40 6:40 9:30 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G) Daily 12.50 9 
9:35 

KISS KISS, BANG BANG (14A, violence, coarse lan 
quage throughout) Daily 1 10 4:00 7:10 9:45 


DOSTI (STC) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 8:45 Sun 8:45 3:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9622 


50 6:5 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Daily 12:55 3.00 
5,00 Fri Sun-Thu 6:55 9:00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommenced for young 
children, mature theme) Daily 1:30 3:30 5:30 Fri Surv 
Thu 7:40 9:50 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG. nol recommended 
for young children) Daily 1 45 3:50 5:45 Fri Sun-Thu 


AO’ .b YRRUME 


7:55 9:45 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 1:05 4:45 Fri Sun- 
Thu 8:30 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 1:00 3:45 Fri Sun-Thu 6:25 9:10 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
Date of issue only: Thu, Dec. 29, 2005 _ 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recom 
mended for young children) Daily 3:30 7:30 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children} Daily 1:10 3:10 7:05 9:20 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 12:50 3:45 6:50 9:35 

JUST FRIENDS JUST FRIENDS (14A) Daily 7 
9:20 

CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 1-00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young 
children, mature theme) Sun 1-10 3:10 7:00 9;2¢ 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE|GROVE | 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG. 
young children) Fri Sun-Thu 
7:00 Sun 12:30 3:15 


ay frighte 


7:00 9:3 


NEW WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 St. 444-1829 
NORTH COUNTRY (144, 


themes) Daily 1:20 4:00 

PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual content 

2:20 4:40 7:10 9:46 

DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (6) Dail 
2:00 4:20 6:4 

ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Daily 
1:35 4:30 7:00 9:30 

THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG. violence) Daily 2:40 
6:30 9:20 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Dally 2:30 4:45 6.44 


ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse language, matur 
themes) Daily 1:40 4:15 6:50 9:25 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young ct 
dren) Daily 1:50 4:10 7:20 9:35 


WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual 


8:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


lent) Daily 


niidrer., matui 
THE PRODUCERS (PG. crude 


mended for young children, no pa 
30 6:45 9:40 


WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violers turbing 
tent) Daily 1:50 5:00 8:00 10:35 
THE RINGER 
7:50 10: 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (P' 
recommended for yourg children) Daily 12 
15 10:20 
MUNICH [18A. wc 
60 10:30 
iyi BY THE aan 216 
12:40 2 10 7:30 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (°G, 5 6 Jed 
1 ) 1 


for young children) Daily 1:00 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG. no passes) Dally | 
7:20 9:5C 

KING KONG (PG, frightening scene: = 
manded for young chik A a 
2:00 4:30 6:15 &30 10: 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 


WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PS. may !r 1 
45 12:45 3:00 3:50 6:30 7:10 


young children) Daily 11 
9:30 10:15 
SYRIANA (14A, violence) Daily 7:05 9:55 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (P 
frightening nes, nat recommended for youre 
ren) Daily 12:20 3:40 

10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE PRODUCERS (PG. 
mended for young children) Daily 7:00 9:30 Sat Sun 
Mon 2:00 

WATER (PG. mature themes, not recommended for 
chikiren) Daily 7-10 Sa » Mon 1:00 


crude contente, not recom 
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GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK (PG) Dally 9:20 
Sat Syb Mon 3:30 


SILVERCITY WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 
KING KONG (PG, fr 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, ma 
young children) Daily 11:45 12:30 3:15 3:45 6:2 
9:40 10:30 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG. n 


7:10 9:50 


HARRY Poe AND THE GOBLET: oe FIRE (F P 


tightening s fotirec 7 
dren) Dally 12:45 4:05 IMAX 

10:15 

SYRIANA (744 

RUMOR HAS IT (PG. 

hidren, mature ther : 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2(G. n 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG 
children) F p 


WOLF CREEK (1 


WALK THE LINE ature thes 


| _ SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON —__! 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 
THE PRODUCERS 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG. 
hildren. mature: ther 


WOLF CREEK (184. brutal 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA [PG 
10 

THE RINGER (P< ¥ tent) B 

10 7.50 10:4 

MUNICH (18. ole Yo passes) D 
10:1 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no ps 

11:50 2:10 4:40 7:10 9:20 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PS, « 

for young children) Daily 12:30 

THE FAMILY STONE (PG, no passes) Daily 1:2 


KING KONG (PS, frigh 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PS ter 
ildren) Daily 12:¢ 1 3:15 4:1 

40 

HARRY POTTER AND THE SoEre0 OF FIRE 

1 ohte 5 SCE 


WALK THE LINE 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G} Daily 11:45 1:4 


| \_ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Aye, Groat Rd, 455-5726 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE | LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (P 


dren) Fri Mon-Tue 6:45 
5 10: 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri Mon-Tue 7 

3:30 Sat-Sun 1 4:45 7:15 9:3 


KING KONG 3, frightening 


Me ie ae PG, crude 
30 2:30 4 


eS 
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KING KONG (PC. fr 
mended f 


s, not recom 


+ young children) Daity 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 


for young children} Daily 1:10 3:10 7:05 9:20 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE FG. may tighten 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no passes) D 


1:00 3:30 7:00 9:15 


j ara 9) 


Announcing the 
successful completion of 
our Christmas Raffle. 


Over 90% of tickets sold and 
over $8000 raised! 
Congratulations to Alan 
Mabee our Grand prize 
winner ond David Ranson 
our runner-up prize winner! 


if 
| 


A Fundraising Journey: 
Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 


Who are we? 


The Hands Across Africa projectwas started by colleagues at the Glenrose 

Rehabilitation Hospital in Edmortton who had a desire to improve the lives of 

others. It has now evolved into @ group of participant-volunteers who will be 

climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in an effort to raise money for three 
ehabilitation projects in Africa. 


Our Mission 


rs To provide financial support for grassroots initiatives that empower 
children/tamilies in Africa who are affected by the results of war, HIV, 


poverty and abuse 


Who will benefit? 


Sierra Leone 


ll 


Rural rehabilitation clinic offering services to people affected by war. 


2 South Africa 
&y Rural community development and AIDS outreach project 
S. 3. Tanzania 
© Change 5 2 
Chitdren Amani Children’s Home which offers education, vocational traming 


and housing for abandoned and abused children, 


) Lie 
Hands Across Africa 


South Africa -Mfanzania - Sierra Leone 


email: kilidkids@yahoo.ca or www.handsacrossafrica.org 


Local alt-country fixtures 
The Uncas look back on 
a wildly successful 2005 


By MIKE LAROCQUE 


en the Uncas ring in the New Year this 
Saturday at the Black Dog, it will not 
only serve as a celebration of another 


year gone by but also of an incredibly suc- 
cessfully 12 months for the 


Uncas and September's Drop 

the Ball—to solid reviews, and it seems that 
having product out on the market is just 
what it takes to hold the attention of the lis- 
tening public. This year alone the Edmonton 
group embarked on two separate 30-date 
cross-Canada tours supporting their record- 
ings, a feat that serves as a badge of honour 


IT WILL SHOCK 


ert 


n E 
corre, 


How can | become 
involved? 


Come join us and experience 
the trip of a lifetime! 


1. Climb Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Fall 2006 
Participant-volunteers will be 
responsible for the cost of their 
trip as well as raising $2000 
towards the fundraising goal. 


2 Volunteer to assist with 
the fundraising 
A series of events will be 
held in Edmonton up unt! 
the climb in October 2006 


3. Make 2 donation 
Your contribution will assist 
one of three rehabilitation 
projects supported by Hands 
Across Africa 


band. They've released two 
full-length albums—Sunny 


Msc Y y 


for the ever-growing band, even if it’s an 
undeniably draining experience. 

“It can be really tiring, but we wouldn't 
go out and do it if it wasn’t fun,” says Futch 
Uncas, lead singer of the five-piece alt coun. 
try act. “Our first stretch on the last tour had 
us making it to Halifax in six days, and we 
played shows on the first five. By the time 
you hit the sack after finishing and packing 
up it would be five in the morning and you'd 
still have another day of driving and per. 
forming ahead of you. There were definitely 
some shows we thought 
were going to be bruta| 
because we felt like zom. 
bies, but somehow we're 
always alright and set to go when we get 
onstage.” 

Futch, along with brother Sook and fe! 
low bandmates Merle Kasper, John Carpenter 
and Ace Wilkinson, have firmly established 


SEE PAGE 33 


THE MOST TERRIFYING 
THRILLER OF THE YEAR! 


RRIFYING! 


SREEx 


ee 


BASED ON TRUE EVENTS 


~ 


CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT |[ CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 
‘SOUTH EDMONTON COMMBOM = || SULVERCITY west 


CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT EMPIRE THEATRES: 
* NORTH EDMONTON + CLAREVIEW * 


[arom caren] NOW PLAYING: 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES 


3 DIGITAL SOUND 


WUEWEEKLY 24) DECEMBER 29, 2005-JANUARY 4, 2006 


out his Duing, his 
land, and why no 


DAVID BERRY 


en Ladytron’s Reuben Wu 
was asked where he would like 
to meet up in Edmonton, he 
ly had one request: that our desti- 
on of choice served Ephémére, a 
hit, blanche apple beer brewed by 
uebec specialty distillery Unibroue. 
“Mira and I are just back from a 
tour that went through Quebec, 
a friend of mine who lives there 
ok me to a bar where she works 
| introduced me to that,” he 
plains in a slow Liverpudlian gait. 
find it very nice.” 
Unfortunately, our noon meet- 
} time precluded us from partak- 
in any of Edmonton’s more 
© beer distributors, and as such 
ere out of Ephémére (so to 
). Wu took this development in 
ve, though, and explained his 
for a midday drink. 
a bit of a beer... kind of...” 
Is off, looking for the word. “I 
ht for beers. I'm a beer hunter. I 


treat beers like you do wine.” 

And he’s not without good reason: 
in between touring, recording and 
remixing with his electropop four- 
some and his own sideline DJ tours, 
Wu and his bandmate/fellow Scouse 
(that’s what British people call Liver- 
pudlians) Daniel Hunt have opened a 
club in their hometown in the hopes 
of reviving what Wu describes as a 
nightlife with “a bit of a lull.” And, 
naturally, they need to stock the bar. 

“It’s only been open for about 
three months, so that’s why I’m look- 
ing for good beers,” he explains sheep- 
ishly. “We've got beers from around 
the world now, and every time we go 
some place and find a good beer, we 
take a picture of it with our cell phone 
and e-mail it to the guy, and he does 
his best to get them.” 

They've got quite the selection, 
ranging from Pacifico, a Mexican pil- 
sner, to Baltika, a strong Russian 
malt. Surveying the taps at the Sug- 
arbowl, where we end up talking, 
he’s mostly satisfied at the selection, 
though he turns up at the sight of 
Stella Artois, which is, as any regular 
drinker will tell you, a staple of 
Edmonton's more sophisticated 
drinking establishments. 

“Over there, we actually find 
Stella Artois to be absolutely horri- 
ble: no one drinks Stella,” he 
explains, shaking his head. “We call 
it ‘wifebeater,’ because they pack in 
so much additives that you just go 


Ve, Cg 
Ty) 


TOS)\ 


completely crazy-drunk and you get 
violent. Everyone hates in England, 
whereas over here, people think, ‘Oh 
it’s foreign,’ kind of sophisticated. 
We don't stock any crap beers.” 


BUT BESIDES BEING forever on the 
lookout for the world’s best combi- 
nation of hops and malts (in the 
interest of journalistic integrity, it 
should be pointed out Wu ended up 
sipping non-alcoholic cider), Wu 
and Hunt have also turned the club 
into a sort of haven for the type of 


music they want to hear, bringing in 
everyone from Bloc Party—before 
they became the biggest band in 
England, of course—to Montreal 
synth-punks Les Georges Leningrad. 
If it all sounds a little bit Factory, Wu 
admits that they've thought about 
expanding the club to include a 
label, particularly to boost local acts, 
but for now he’s just enjoying the 
perks of owning your own club. 

“We get a bar tab in our bar, 
which means we get an allowance 
every week, and it's quite a healthy 
allowance, so I'm in there every day,” 
he says with a satisfied nod. “We do 
food as well, the food's good, so I've 
stopped buying food for my house. ! 
just go to the bar, eat, have a beer, and 
end up that night drinking nice beers, 


putting bands on, and we've 
employed all our friends as well, to 
work there, so it’s a nice little project.” 

And though it may keep him 
drunk and well fed, it certainly isn’t 
the main focus for Wu or his band- 
mates. Though Wu will only be play- 
ing a solo Dj set this New Year’s 
Eve—have no fear, he’s been DJing 
longer than he’s been Ladytroning, 
and he’s widely regarded as the best 
DJ of the four—Octwber saw the 
release of Witching Hour, Ladytron’s 
third and probably most acciaimed 
album to date. It’s a dark, intense disc 
that layers their familiar electro 
sound with a richer sonic palette 
bringing in more obvious guitars and 
bass to the overpowering drum and 
synth of their earlier work. Standout 
tracks like the thinly-veiled dance 
metaphor “Sugar,” the bass-heavy 
“International Dateline” (which 
sounds like a breakup song by 
William Gibson), and the absolutely 
incredible “Destroy Everything You 
Touch,” which strikes a balance 
between crushing self-examination 
and the simplicity of a good dance 
tune to create perhaps the best song 
they’ve ever done, have proved that 
the group is well beyond the tacked- 
on “electroclash” label they were sad- 
died with after 604 and Light & Magic 

“When our first album came out 
there was no such thing as electro- 
clash. It was us, it was Chicks on 
Speed, Stereolab, Adult, and then the 
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whole electroclash thing brought us 
all in and said, ‘Genre,’” Wu explains 
with a somewhat pained look on his 
face. “Even though we're all differ- 
ent—all good artists, but all com- 
pletely disparate. 

“But while this was all happen- 
were writing our second 


we really wanted to 


ing, we 


album in LA, an 


add something new; we wanted the 


album to be somewhere else,” he 


adds. “When it came out, electroclash 
was at its height, and to us, I think 
the album bookended the whole 
genre or movement. People were 


always saying, ‘Ladytron founded the 
slectroclash movement i 
the electroclash movement,’ and we 
had always had a problem with that, 
so it was nice to sort of finish the 


electroclash movement. With album 


pioneered 


number two, we tried to make it sit 
separately from what was happening, 
with album number three, I think 


we've done it a bit more successfully.” 


IT’S HARD TO ARGUE with his sen- 
timents: Witching Hour would sound 
almost ridiculous stacked up against 
Peaches or Fischerspooner, with it® 


emotional breadth and decidedly 
subdued tone. It’s also, as a track 
like “Destroy” suggests, a fair bit 


darker, something Wu says the band 
has felt as well 

“It is a dark record, probably the 

cS 
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Lazersnake * With Reuben Wu, 
Shout Out Out Out Out and Diet- 
zche V. & The Abominable Snow- 
man ° Starlite Room ¢ Sat, Dec 31 
When Music Notes first heard about 
Lazersnake this summer, it was due to 
a semi-official Vue Weekly office poll 
that had nearly unanimously pro- 
claimed the group as having the 
coolest name of any band, ever. Of 
course, none of us had actually heard 
Lazersnake at this point, but once we 
did we quickly became enamoured 
with the post-modern, minimalist elec- 
tro-pop produced by the mustachioed, 
bizarrely dressed duo of Evan Frost and 
Scott Koladich, two self-proclaimed 
“gentlemen fags” whose wardrobe 
and persona is as infectiously odd as 
their music. 7 

Since then, Lazersnake’s member- 
ship has doubled with the addition of 
bassist Jake Swanson and drummer 
Mike Pearson, but despite this more 
traditional lineup configuration, the 
band’s members insist their music 
remains anything but. 

“| think being a two-piece band is 
sort of limiting,” explains Frost, 
resplendent as ever in a turquoise blaz- 
er and salmon shirt. 

“We wouldn't have made this deci- 
sion if we didn’t think the music was 
100 times better because of it,” adds 
Koladich, he of the brown tweed jack- 
et and western string tie. 

Although the group has performed 
once before as a quartet (“The Hal- 
loween show was our first show as a 
four-piece, but since we played first 
not a lot of people were there to see 
us, which was cool, because it was sort 


of like a test run,” notes Koladich), this 
week’s New Year's Eve extravaganza 
will be many of the band’s fans’ first 
glimpse at the new, improved Lazer- 
snake. And while the group might 
seem like a tough club to gain mem- 
bership in, Music Notes has been 
assured that the new additions have 
been fully indoctrinated—that is, 
they've all been let in on “the joke.” 

“It’s all about dancing and singing 
and laughing, and Lazersnake allows 
us to do all of that every day. | think 
we're able to hold down soul-sucking 
jobs because of that, because this 
band sort of re-fills the tanks, you 
know?” Pearson explains. “If it ever 
stopped being a joke, it wouldn't be as 
valuable, because part of what's fun 
about it is being able to laugh at what 
you're doing while you're doing it, 
and | think it’s really important to be 
able to look at yourself with a certain 
degree of humour.” 

This is also how Lazersnake justify 
their admittedly (and, possibly, inten- 
tionally) ridiculous appearance. “Peo- 
ple have a stigma against dorks, and 
moustaches, and your sexuality, and 
the clothes you wear, and we enjoy 
that,” says Frost. “It allows people who 
otherwise wouldn’t accept us to put us 
into categories that always blow our 
minds. Like, we got asked if we had a 
moustache club when we went for 
breakfast the other day. 

“It’s almost easier for people once 
they know we're musicians,” he con- 
tinues. “Scott was carrying his key- 
board as we walked down the street to 
get here this evening, and more peo- 
ple looked at us with acceptance than 
ever before. It was like we were hold- 
ing a sign: you could see people going 
‘oh, they’re not fags, they’re not 
freaks, they’re a band,’ which gives 
everyone the medicine they need to 
accept us, apparently.” 


James T. Kirks * With Southside 
Riots and the Fat Dave Crime 
Wave ¢ Econolounge ° Sat, Dec 31 
James T. Kirks frontman Rob Wright is 
in a bit of a strange situation. After 
nearly a decade of spreading his talent 


across a myriad number of local bang, 
Wright currently claims membership ;, 
just one local act, the incredibly ver, 
able James T. Kirks, although h¢, 
quick to point out that he doesn’t jj, 
this situation all that unsettling. 

“It doesn’t feel weird to just be i, 
the Kirks, because I've always bee |, 
the Kirks, and have been since | wa; , 
teenager,” says Wright of the band }, 
started with brother Ted and lifelon, 
friend Silas Grenis way back in 199, 
“The three of us are so close. Ted any; 
are brothers, and Silas is like our jit). 
brother—he’s from the same rural ave, 
we're from, north of Stony Plain there 
It’s more like a family than a band, any 
the band will continue indefinitely.” 

Despite having been together (i, 
over a decade, though, the Kirks hay 
never released a full-length recor 
although this is currently being am¢ 
liorated as the band continues {o 
record their debut album with produc. 
er lan Martin at Edmonton’s Twiligh 
Living Room studios. And while no 
release date is set, Music Notes y 
eager to know how the rough mix 
are sounding at this point. 

“You ask any band that questio, 
and of course they're going to say( 
sounds fucking awesome,” Wrigh\ 
laughs. “To tell you the truth, origins 
ly we went in and recorded the bed 
tracks over the course of about eight 
days, and then we basically decided ( 
scrap all of it because we thought it 
sounded kind of shitty. Well, okay, it 
wasn't, like, shitty, but it just wasn't up 
to snuff, you know? So then we took 
another crack at it, and we were really 
much more in the groove the second 
time around, and we banged out i 
the tracks in a weekend and the 
sound really tight and more inspiré 
now, so yeah, it sounds pretty good." 

Even though the Kirks no longe 
have to compete for Wright's attentio 
with the recently disbanded Les Taber 
nacles (“It was time for it to die 
guess,” Wright says of the Tabs. “! kin 
of wish we’d made another record 
but the stars just didn’t align, y® 
know?”), the band will soon have! 
deal with the challenge of havin) 
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bers spread over two provinces, 
Wright is preparing to relocate to 
couver to start a new job. The 
nes T. Kirks notwithstanding, 
sgh, Music Notes had to ask: is 
aht about to become one of those, 
m, Vancouver guys? 
“You mean like a faggy haircut and 
ytleneck guy?” Wright asks indig- 
ntly. “Actually | have pair of sandals 
t | bought a road trip years ago 
| just threw out, so no, | have no 
s of becoming a dirty fucking hip- 
Don’t worry about that.” 


ot Little Rocket * With Chad 

nGaalen, Field & Stream and 
A Sound System °¢ Sidetrack 
fé « Sat, Dec 31 When organizing 
rospective tours, many independent 
nerta bands look to the east, hoping 
play in highly populated areas in 
tario and Quebec. Calgary's Hot Lit- 
Rocket, however, got slightly more 
bitious this fall, and have somewhat 
believably just returned from a wild- 
successful tour that took them to a 
tly more populated area just a lit- 
bit further east. 

"We opened up a myspace.com 
‘ount, and a friend of ours who hap- 
ed to be living in China found us 
there and was like ‘oh my god, | 
ember you guys from when | lived 
algary, you guys are awesome, you 
puld come play in China!’” recalls 
ssist Patrick May. “Obviously we 
sre like ‘whatever,’ you know, like 
at's ever going to happen, but we 
st said, ‘okay, well, you set some- 
jing up and we'll see what happens.’ 

“We kind of forgot about it,” he 
tinues, “but a few months later she 
ailed back and told us she had 
proached the Chinese government 
d the Canadian embassy and they 
e very interested in sponsoring us to 
me over and play this music festival 
Beijing as part of the celebrations 
ound the 35th anniversary of cultural 
lations between Canada and China. 
soon as we said yes the Chinese gov- 
ment requested our lyrics so that 
ey could approve the content, and 
jithin a couple days they contacted us 


™" Cie aaa 5 _ 
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world wi scie ’ 
Christ 
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es with its cc 
eason, at least 


been pushing a free music rev 
every opportunity, includin 


seemed p 


to let us know we'd been approved and 
that they were sending us plane tickets 
and money so we had better get our 
visas and passports in order.” 

The band was, unsurprisingly, a lit- 
tle unsure of how Chinese audiences 
would respond to their indie-rock 
sound, but these worries dissipated 
fairly quickly upon their arrival. “We 
didn’t really know what kind of 
response to expect, so we were 
shocked when we showed up to play 
at this outdoor festival in front of 
15,000 people, full-on Lollapalooza 
style,” says a still-awestruck May. “It 
was bizarre, because obviously no one 
had ever heard of us there before, but 
all these kids had these brochures or 
whatever explaining who we were, so 
they were all really excited to see this 


temporarily.” © 


s and playing for nothin 
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‘Canadian band.” 

The band remained in the Peoples’ 
Republic for a couple of weeks, playing 
several smaller club shows in and 
around the capital, and while many 
more political bands may have been 
reluctant to accept an offer from a Chi- 
nese government that has been vilified 
for its human rights record, the Rock- 
ets were more than willing to set aside 
any such idealism. 

"This is obviously a once-in-a-life- 
time thing for a band of our calibre,” 
May states frankly. “When you get an 
opportunity to go and have an experi- 
ence like we had, whatever your politi- 
cal feelings are about the Chinese 
government or human rights or Tibet 
are, | think you have to reserve them 


Continued from page 27 


‘kest we've done, and I don’t know 
" he says with a shrug. “Light and 
agic was dark as well, but dark in a 
Ind of sleeker way. We recorded that 
bum in LA, and obviously it was 
Ww, and the sun was shining; we 
bre playing Joy Division in the car 
©0 as we were driving around, and 
completely changed how we 
lought about Joy Division—'Trans- 
sion,’ for instance is such a happy 
g, but sleekly dark, too. 

“Whereas Witching Hour, | think 
nily because it was recorded in Liv- 
bool,” he continues with a dry sar- 
m, “it definitely has more—there’s 
ire yearning in it, I think. I think 
also just because we've been tour- 
4 lot, to go back to that again, and 
g is a really intense experience.” 


COURSE, it’s not just an annoy- 
B genre label that’s been dropped 
ie a new, darker edge that’s been 
und. It seems as though people are 


finally starting to recognize the pas- 
sion behind the mechanical noises, a 
development that Wu and the rest of 
the group have felt is long time com- 
ing. Ladytron has been characterized 
as a stark, cold group, but Witching 
Hour seems to be the sea change 
where critics have realized it’s possi- 
ble to be emotional without a “histri- 
onic vocal performance or a full-on 
guitar solo,” as Wu puts it. 

“Anything can be emotional; 
playing a note like that,” he explains, 
thumping his finger rhythmically on 
the table, “is really emotional; you 
don’t have to really freak out to be 
emotional, and I think that’s a really 
puerile observation to make. I guess 
people listen to our music, and just 
because we didn’t shout a lot, or 
scream a lot, or bang the drums a lot, 
they thought we were stark and cold 
and emotionless.” 

That perception has certainly been 
dropped, if major press is any indica- 
tion: Britain’s NME, who have trum- 
peted the band since their first single, 
“He Took Her to a Movie” but normal- 
ly towed the “emotionless” line, 


reviewed Witching Hour as “music to 
make one want to have sex.” 

“There was a reviewer who said 
about our first album, 604, ‘There’s a 
lot of bad sex in it.’ There might be,” 
says Wu dryly. “Then someone said 
of the second one, ‘There's better sex 
in this one.’ Now this one, people 
actually want to have sex to it. I've 
never had sex to it; I'd probably get 
really distracted, start thinking about 
the minutiae of each track.” 

“The sex thing is—well, all modern 
pop music has sex in it, because unless 
you're castrated, you're always going 
to write sexual songs; it’s tied in with 
emotion and everything,” Wu adds, 
though he maintains that Ladytron’s 
brand of sex is a little different than 
your average pop song. “It’s sex before 
AIDS, that’s what Witching Hour is; 
when you didn’t have to wear a con- 
dom, and it would be okay.” © 
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1 - GWEN STEFANI - HOLLABACK GIRL 


2 - KANYE WEST/ JAMIE FOXX - 
GOLD DIGGER 
3 - MARIAH CAREY - 
WE BELONG TOGETHER 
4 - WILL SMITH - SWITCH 
5 - RIHANNA - PON DE REPLAY 
6 - THE GAME; 50 CENT- 
HATE IT OR LOVE IT 
7 - BLACK EYED PEAS - 
DON'T PHUNK WITH MY HEART 
8 - DHT - LISTEN TO YOUR HEART 
9 - CORY LEE - NAUGHTY SONG 
10 - NATASHA BEDINGFIELD - 
THESE WORDS 
11 - MASSARI - BE EASY 
12 - 50 CENT - CANDYSHOP 
13 - SNOOP DOGG/ PHARRELL - 
DROP IT LIKE IT'S HOT 
14 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - 
DON't CHA 
15 - SHAWN DESMAN - LET'S GO 
16 - ALICIA KEYS - KARMA 
17 - EVE/ GWEN STEFANI - RICH GIRL 
18 - CIARA/ LUDACRIS - OH 
19 - CARL HENRY -! WISH 
20 - AKON - LONELY 
21 - BLACK EYED PEAS - MY HUMPS 
22 ~ K-OS - CRABBUCKIT 
23 - DIVINE BROWN - 
OLD SKOOL LOVE 
24 ~ MISSY ELLIOTT - LOSE CONTROL 
25 - JENNIFER LOPEZ - GET RIGHT 
26 - 50 CENT - DISCO INFERNO 
27 - NELLY - FAT JOE - GET IT POPPIN’ 
26 - SEAN PAUL - WE BE BURNIN’ 
29 - JULLY BLACK - 
SWEAT OF YOUR BROW 
30 - GWEN STEFAN! - COOL 
34- CIARA/ MISSY ELLIOTT - 1, 2 STEP 
32- MASSARI - SMILE FOR ME 
33- GAME - HOW WE DO 
34- DESTINY'S CHILD - 
LOSE YOUR BREATH 
35- GORILLAZ - FEEL GOOD INC. 
36- MARIAH CAREY - SHAKE IT OFF 
37 -MAX GRAHAM Vs. YESS - 
OWNER OF A|LONELY HERAT 
PIMPIN’ ALL OVER THE WORLD 


43 - FRANKIE J - MORE THAN WORDS 
| 44- PRETTY RICKY - YOUR BODY 
45-SNOOP DOGG 
JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE - SIGNS 
| 46-K-0S - MAN I USED T0 BE 


47 - BOW WOW/ OMARION - 
LET ME HOLD YOU 
48 - EMINEM - JUST LOSE IT 


49 - USHER/ ALICIA KEYS - MY BOO 


50 - DROP 4 - BETTER DAYS 
51 - DAVID BANNER - PLAY 
52 - BLACK EYED PEAS - DON'T LIE 
53 - DESTINY'S CHILD - SOLDIER 
54 - ERIC PRYDZ - CALL ON ME 
55 - CIARA- GOODIES 
56 - ROSETTE - CRUSHED 
57- MARIO - LET ME LOVE YOU 
58 - NELLY/ TIM MCGRAW - 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN 
59 - BOW WOW, CIARA - LIKE YOU 
60- JACKALOPE 
SWOLLEN MEMBERS - FEEL IT 
61 - SWEATSHOP UNION - 
BROKEN RECORD 
62 - CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 
63- 50 CENT/ MOBB DEEP - 
OUTTA CONTROL 
64~ KMC/ BEENIE MAN/ MASSARI - 
SOUL ON FIRE 
65 ~ RIHANNA - 
IF IT'S LIVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
66 - JULLY BLACK - STAY THE NIGHT 
67 ~ JAT -Z/ LINKIN PARK - 
NUMB ENCORE 
68 - 50 CENT - JUST A LIL’ BIT 
69 - MADONNA - HUNG UP 
70 ~ MARIAH CAREY - IT'S LIKE THAT 
71 - TUPAC - GHETTO GOSPEL 
72 - T-PAIN - I'M SPRUNG 
73 - K'NAAN - STRUGGLIN' 
74 - GWEN STEFANI - LUXURIOUS 
75- STREET FROG - AXEL F 
76 - MARIAH CAREY - 
DON'T FORGET ABOUT US 
77 - K-OS - CRUCIAL 
78- TRICK DADDY - SUGAR 
79- KANYE WEST/ ADAM LEVINE - 
HEARD EM SAY 
80- THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - 
STICKWITCHA 
81- AKON - BELLY DANCER 
82 - JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 
FRIENDAMINE 
83 - TARAS -1 LOVE YOU 
84- SHAWN DESMAN - RED HAIR 
85 - JOHN LEGEND - 
ORDINARY PEOPLE 
86- PRETTY RICKY - 
GRIND WITH ME 
87- NATALIE - GOING CRAZY 
88 - RAY ROBINSON - GIRLFRIEND 
89 - AMERIE - ONE THING 
90 - AKON, YOUNG JEEZY - 
SOUL SURVIVOR - SIGNS 
91 - KREESHA TURNER - 
BOUNCE WITH ME 


to 426-2889 or 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 
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BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Marshall 
Lawrence; 7pm; donations 


CEMI'S Screech; 9pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER’S PUB jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 
GRINDER Thursday jam night 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

} AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am. 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 


Graham’s Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB’S Bonitide 
NEST Open stage with Nick 
Zyla every Thu 

SIDETRACK CAFE Curtis 
Santiago; 8pm; $10 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Grother 
Voodoo, Devonder, Perfect Blue; 
no minors; 8pm (door); $6 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
Wood 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy 


Ringo 
DJs 


ARMOURY Vintace Thursdays 
retro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainme 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: Intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY'S D} Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven with 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt Funk 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 


Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Urban 

nce Thurscay: Urban sub- 

Thursday: New Year's Eve 
Pre-Party with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew; 36 


HALO Deep ‘n' Delicious: with 
Diz; $10 (before 10pm)/$15 
(after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urbsn, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 

KAS BAR Urban House: with D} 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night: hip hop with Dj Odin 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with D] Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Underground Hip 
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Hop Night: with DJ Mumps, D) 
Dusty Kratez, D) Nato 

THE ROOST Gorgeous 
Thursday: featuring Panik Atak, 
Home Wrekkers, D] Lexitronic, 
Eddie Toonflash; no minors; 
10:30pm (show); $7 (non- 
member)/$5 (member until 
10pm) 

RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 

SKATING DISCO 1-Spm; $5 
(34 rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM Thursdays: elec- 
tro, disco-punk, hip hop with Dj 
Nik? and guests; no minors; 
9pm (door); $4 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 
HSS 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Saddle 
Ridge (country/rock) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 
FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind ('60s, “20s pop/rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB'S Bonifide 


PALOMINO SALOON Aaron 
Goodvin Band 


SIDETRACK CAFE Hot 
Cottage, Craft Horns (35th 
Anniversary show); no minors; 
Bpm; $25 at TIX on the Square 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Euphonic, No Such Luck; no 
minors; 9pm; $7 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy 
Ringo 


ZENARI'S ON IST Andrew 
Glover meets Thom Golub; 8- 
11pm; minimum charge applies 


CLASSICAL 
LL LLLL LAL IAD 


ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL Winterreise 
(Winter Journey): Geralk King 
(tenor), Carol Missio-King 
(piano); 7:30pm (discussion) 
8pm (music); admission by 
donation, proceeds to the 


cathedral 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 


upstairs 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D’n’B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phateat, Neal K 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 


BAR- WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 

BUDDY’S Dance party with D} 
Alvaro 

CALIENTE New Year's Eve Pre- 
Party with Toronto's Fire Kid 
Steenie; $9 


DANTE’S BISTRO D) johnny 
Sky 


DECADANCE Ladies Night sexy 
house with Smooy, guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA’S D} jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Dj Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Freedom Friday: Shortround, 
Echo, Shocka-Bean; no minors; 
9pm (door) 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, 
new wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s 
soul with DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy 
D; no cover before 10pm; $5 
(after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip. 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 


O’BYRNE’S DJ Finnegan; 9pm; 
no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing with 
12) 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with D} Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with D] 
Readymade Flyboy 


THE ROOST Pre-New Years 
Party: all request dance 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples D 
Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with 
Friday resident D] Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-Spm; $5; 7-12 midnight; $6, 
$4 (rentals) 


STANDARD Christmas Edition: 
6107 Fridays R&B, hip hop, reg- 
gae, old school, reggaeton with 
Harman B and Dj Kwake 


STARLITE ROOM Cherry 
Fridays: alternative dance with 
DJ Jason; no minors; 9pm 
(door); $4 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with D) Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests; 1-7am. 


URBAN LOUNGE Funktion 
Fridays 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Coopers Cobras Game Show; 
Bpm (door); no minors; $7 at 
door 


¥ AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Main: Youthful, funky, 
sp-beat house with Anthony 
Donohhue, Nestor Delano, 
Dragon, Ryan Wade, Roofio, D) 
Juicy; Lounge: Deep house, rare 
groove with Tory P; Bassment: 
Garage, hose with Bree, Nic-E; 
no minors 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
SEES 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden (piano); 7pm; no 
cover 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Dutf Robison, and Three Drops 
of the Pure; 6pm; $50 (meal), 
$25 (without meal) 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Masquerade Carnival: America 
Rosa, Dj Papi, DJ Tauch It, Flaco 
T; $15 (adv)/$20 (door) 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Halr 
of the Dog: Cordoba; 4-6pm; 
no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE The 
Uncas; 7pm (door); $15 (adv) 
at The Black Dog 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ann Vriend 
(6-9:30pm), $45 (five-course 
dinner); Boreal Beat accoustic 
band (Harold, Barry, and quest 
Mike Sadava), $25 (midnight 
buffet); $60 (whole night), $45 
(dinner/Ann Vriend’s 
performance), $25 (after 
dinner) 


CASINO EDMONTON Colleen 
Rae and Cornerstone 


‘CASINO YELLOWHEAD Derek 
Dee and Candy Wright's tribute 
to Roy Orbison, Conway Twitty, 
Loretta Lynne, Connie Frances 
and more 


COAST TERRACE INN 
Trocadero Orchestra; 6:30pm; 
$79 (dinner/dance) at TIX on 
the Square 


COLONIAL GOLF COURSE 
3Metro New Year's Eve Ball 
2005: five-plece band; 8pm; 
$35 at TIX on the Square 


COOK COUNTY Craig Moritz; 
sis 


DANTE’S BISTRO Dante's Fire 
and Ice: janaya Ellis of Souljah 
Fyah (Reggae); Main Ballroom: 
top 40, R&B, dance with Dj 
Johnny; Skylounge: disco and 
retro with Dj Ron Burgundy; 
$29; $77, $87, $99 
(dinner/dance) at Dante’s 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH 
HOTEL Latin New Year's: Hall's 
Jazz Quartet, X-Band, Orquesta 
Energia, D] Moreno and D) 
Fuego; 6pm (door), 7:30pm 
(dinner), 9pm-3am (dance); 
$30 (adv. dance)/$40 (door 
dance)/$75 (dinner/dance) at 
TIX on the Square 


ECONOLODGE The James T. 
Kirks, the Southside Riots, and 
special quests (rock ‘n’ roll); 
8pm; $10 


FESTIVAL PLACE The Kit Kat 
Club (pop/rock ‘n’ roll); $60 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 


GRINDER The Rault Brothers 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm; $15 
(cover)/$25 (single full-course 
dinner)/$45 (couple/full course 
dinner) at the Grinder 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock 
band, 9pm-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE The Tuxedo 
Junkies (jazz); 7:30pm-1:30am; 
$35 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(‘60s/'70s vintage rock); 6-9pm. 
(dinner)/$20 (roast beef dinner, 
$5 to Santa’s Anonymous)/$5 
(admission to Santa's 
Anonymous) 


J.J.’ PUB King Ring Nancy 
(rock); 9pm (door), 10pm 
(show); $5 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dinner 
With Dennis on Piano 6-10pm. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB’S 
Rattpoison 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS Tacoy Ryde; $55 (5- 
course meal)/$25 (after 
9:30pm) 


NEWCASTLE PUB Jerry Jerry 
and the Sons of Rhythm 
Orchestra; 7pm (door); $10 
(adv)/$15 (door) 


O'BYRNE’S D} Finnegan; 
B:30pm (door); $25 
(seating)/$15 (no reserved 
seating) at O’Byrnes Irish Pub 


ONE ON WHYTE Tupelo 
Honey, Mourning Wood; $25 at 
the One on Whyte; $25 


PALOMINO SALOON Gord 
Bamford; $38 at the Palomino 
Saloon 


PETROLEUM CLUB Hoffman 
and Brown Band; 6pm (cocktail 


reception), 7pm (dinner 
(dance), 12am (New Yea; 
and Hungarian goulash 
585 


RED’S Trooper, April 
China White and D) Ke 
no minors; 7pm (door 
(show); $38.50 at Red’ 
TicketMaster 


RENDEZVOUS Necrona. 
Sixgun (metal/thrash) 


ROXY THEATRE A Vac 
New Year's Eve: Featuri 
Bourne, Tippy Agogo a: 
others; 8pm (door), 9pn | 
(show); $30 at the Roxy 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENT; 
Three Days Grace, Bif N 
Social Code; no minor 
(door); $24.95 at Ticket 


SIDETRACK CAFE Ch 
Gaalen, Field and Strear 
Little Rocket, AA Soun: 
fo minors; 6pm, 8pm ( 
$20 at TIX on the Squa 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, | 
Freecloud, Sidetrack 


STARLITE ROOM Sti 
Out Out Out (S04), Di 
and the Abominable Sn 
Lazersnake, D} Rueben W 
electro/dance group La 
and Dj David Stone, visu: 
local video artist Steven | 
no minors; Bam (door); § 
(adv) at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, | 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
Charlie Austin Band (ja 
(seating starts); $225 p: 
(reservations required) 


UNION HALL Connor 
9pm (door); $15 (adv)/s 
(door) at TicketMaster 4 
8000, Union Hall box offic 


URBAN LOUNGE Big 
Dj Gilligan; $25 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Ringo, Krysta Scoggin: 
sKlinger; 7pm (door), 9pm 
(show); 525 


CLASSICAL 
SS 


FANTASY GRILL DINING 
ROOM Evening of Elega’ 
dinner and live classical m 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
(CHURCH New Year's Eve (ho? 
Concert with Ensemble 
Rue; 7:30pm; $17/S12 
(student/senior) at TIX 
Square; chocolate and 
champagne reception 2 
Intermission 


BE 


ARMOURY New Years Ev 
Around the World; 9pm ( 
$10 (adv)/$15 (door) 


BAR WILD Time Square 20 
2006 New Year's Eve: DIs i} 
(adv. girls), $20 (adv guys) 
($10 more at door) 


DANTE’S Dante's Fire 4 
New Years Eve: Two DIs 
Janaya Ellis from Souljah FY 
dinner/dance (2, 3, or 4° 


dinner packages) 


ESCAPE New Year's Eve ©! 
‘06: Presented by Urban 

Metropolls, music by H2™") 
and DJ Kwake (91.7 The Be 
FM); $30 (adv), more 2 th 
door; tickets at Soular Soph 
Underground (WEM), M 
Queue, Escape, Shadified » 


FLUID Midnight...- Seductnt 
and jazzy house with Purp 
City, DJ Tomek; no cove! 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Hypnotic and Champa 
Year's Eve 2006; $25 (2) 
mopre at the door 


GUILTY MARTINI No ©v" 
New Years Party: DJ |2807 
$10 (before 11pm)/515 (3 
lipm) 


ST > ed > ie ERSTE 


with Willle James and Crawdad; | FILTHY McNASTY’ MEW bk 5 7 = 
3pm WNIT UnR DIS Wate ‘orecoy Dies anc we 
Soa ce Ga SRATING DISCO Publis 
Sans ‘of Captain Tractor (8- 1-Spm; ae Me ed petal Manis mee WLS Une 
es | : 
Passer > = ES oe SANLOUNGE NET 
lowers; 10pi with Dj Janny; &midnight: $1 i BEST LIVE VENUE 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Sunday diver] [B4 (Qo0-meriney Mates FOMONT 
Night Gig shoe Cnors SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND. | Toonflash Mia Felon, Ashley \ 10551 439-33 
, i 3pm; Konce Tapass Tuesday: popu- | Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests AFORMATION 
Dus TiLMiatE lho benswth Rev | es qpe wd on Weeiy (EFS OUT BRAN OUNGENET FOR UPCONENE EVERTS AND 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Electric 


CALIENTE Urban Ladies Night: SKATING DISCO Public skate Wedhexiaya eo marge 10 


THURSDAY-FRIDAY DECEMBER <3 


ee 


is), 7:30pm (dinner of 
inction), 11:30pm (late 
buffet), 9pm-3am 
) 5110 
New Year's 
120pm-10am; $20 (adv) 


LIVE MUSIC 


CK DOG FREEHOUSE 
lalm Sundays: Funky jazz 
hosted by Rubim Metha, Lane 
‘Arendt and quests; no cover 
tS PUB Sunday open 
‘Blues jam; 4-8pm. 


EWCASTLE PUB Open Stage 


ALLEGRO 10011-109 St, 424- 
6644 


ALL SAINTS' ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
(1733-78 St, 479-7400 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 
St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 
951-9456 


BILLY BOB‘S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
32 SL Anne Street, St. Albert, 
418-6332 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 
Ave, 989-2861 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 


pre 117258 Jasper Ave, 


CALIENTE 10815 A 
ace Jasper Ave, 
CASINO (| 

Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426- 


7055 


LIVE MUSIC 


JUUAN’'S PIANO BAR 


Graham's Twisted jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 
1.B.’S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-1am; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to 
Bolero) every Monday 
SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays, hosted by Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no 


cover 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry 
Night no minors; 9pm-2am. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D) 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY’S Ashley Love and Dj T 


VENUE GUIDE 


5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462- 
6565 


COAST TERRACE INN 4440 
Gateway Blvd, 481-6907 


COLONIAL GOLF COURSE 
Beaumont 


‘COOK COUNTY SALOON 
8010 Gateway Blvd, 432-2665 


DANTE'S BISTRO 17328 Stony 


Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St 
990-1792 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH 
HOTEL 4404 Gateway Blvd, 
920-4450 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) 11606 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 
DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
474-5554 


ECONOLODGE 10209-100 
Ave, 428-6442 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper level, 
444-2335 


ESMERALDA’S 11830 
Kingsway Ave, 453-7320 


FANTASY GRILL DINING 
ROOM Fantasyland Hotel, 
WEM, 444-3000 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park (449- 
3378/451-8000) 

FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511-32 
Ave, 432-5224 

FLUID 10105-109 St, 429-0700 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


Harm, Sleeping Girl; 8pm; $7 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the 
City; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Viva: 


with Dj Sean 


BUDDY’S Malebox, D) 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae open mic with Elite 
Reggae Sounds, Bomb Squad, 
Q.B., Chrome Nine, Southside 
Sound; no minors; 11pm; no 
cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, coun- 
try, R&B with D) Foreplay, Dj 
Jimmy 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with Dj Whit-Ford 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Juicy 
Tuesday: DJ Spincycle, 91.7 the 
Bounce 


(GAS PUMP 10166-114 St. 
48BA841 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 15505- 
118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10336-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-103 ST, 
423-7707 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 10037-84 Ave, 903- 
9251 


HONEST MUR‘S BAR AND 
GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 
JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 

JAMMERS PUB 1948-127 
Ave, 451-8779 

JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 
436-4403 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455- 
87 Ave 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau 
Louls Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
Ave, 732-4583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433- 
6768 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 918-6829 


LB.’'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St 
481-2786 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 
Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 
METRO CLUB AND BiL- 
LIARDS 10250-106 St, 990- 
0704 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm 

JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Rain: 
the Beatles Experience; 8pm; 
$39.50/$35.50/$30.50 at 
TicketMaster 


JUUAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band with Enrique 


O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 


Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Budd 
Pluggsdt and Tex-Ass Mikey, 


$7 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Udder 


NEST NAIT, 11762-106 St, 471- 
7603 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
Ave, 490-1999 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 10087 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 
4578 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 
O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 

ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 437-7699 

OSCARS PUB 221 Chippewa 
Rd. Sherwood Park, 467-0052 
OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM South Whitemud 
Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 
PALOMINO SALOON 957 Fir 
St, Sherwood Park, 467-1880 
PETROLEUM CLUB 11110-108 
St, 474-8432 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-52 Ave 

RED'S WEM Phaze Ill, 481- 
6420 

RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 

RENDEZVOUS 101068-149 St. 
444-1822 

THE ROOST 10345-104 St 
426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10171-2117 5t 
482-2589 

ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY THEATRE 10708-124 
St 453-2440 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
level, WEM, 486-9494 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Whyte Ave, 
437-0231 /710-1625 


Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm. 


Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 


The Ways, Blazing Violets; 8pm; 


Electro Disco Rock Mashup with 
Dj David Stone; no minors; 9pm 
(door); $4 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
9797 lasper Ave 


SIDETRACK CAFE 1333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St 
472-6336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 428-1099 


STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 
Whyte Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


SUEDE LOUNGE 11506 Jasper 
Ave, 482-0707 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
Capitals Restaurant/Central Park 
Lounge, 10235-1011 St, 428- 
7114 /441-3032 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny 
feve, St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-2000 
TIX ON THE SQUARE 
Interpretive Centre, Churchill 
Sq, 9930-102 Ave, 420-1757 
1018-105 St 

UMION HALL 99 Street, Arayil, 
702-2582 

URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St 
439-3388 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
10030-102 St (downstairs), 
428-1099 


WEDGEWOOD ROOM Hote! 
Macdonald, 486-9506 


WILD WEST SALOON 1 2912- 
SO St, 476-3388 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St. 
994-3256, 
werw.yafterhours.com 
ZENARI'S ON 15T 10180-10! 
St, 423-3409 


91.7 the Bounce on location BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 1-Spm; retro night music flash | HNOFs: 9pm (door); no cover 
vat 9) is Game, ‘Open stage with Mark Ammar br bepey ‘60s, ‘70s, LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&E 
pon and ‘90s; 7-12 midnight, i 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) $5 iv hell 
ONE ON WHYTE Vinyl Side Open stage with Chris Wynters RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, 
Sundays: with Djs and guest Ges LOUNGE Salsa and the disco, soul with Junior Brown } 

rf Ip; Salsa dance lessons 
THE ROOST New Years Day HONEST MURS BAR AND 8pm; $5 (door) THE ROOST Amateur Strip: | 
Party and Show: Free pool all GRILL Jam session hosted by Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with Dj f 
night the Retro Rockets Band; 3pm VELVET UNDERGROUND Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- ; 
. Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, member) 

SPORTSWORLD ROLLER JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Rain: indie rock, dance punk, funk eer —— 
SKATING DISCO New Year's the Beatles Experience; 8pm; with D] Cadence Weapon; no SPORTSWORLD ROLLER = 
Day open extra session 1-5 pm $39.50/$35.50/$30.50 at minors; 9pm (door); $2 SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
STOLU'S Stoll’s House Arrest: | TicketMaster aa | 1 ty SA cent 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy JUUAN’S PIANO BAR STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Inertia, quests Graham's Twisted Jazz Wild Feat: with Dj Nestor 
a Standards; 7:30-10:30pm Delano 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam | STARLITE ROOM Lushious 

hosted by Gary Thomas Wednesdays: retro alternative 

O'BYRNE’S Celtic night with Sola fe a ial 

Shannon Johnson and friends; L | VE MU $ 1 C : 4 

9:30pm. | VELVET UNDERGROUND 

SSS ; 
a a anne | Panic Wednesdays: 21st Century 


INCLUDES CHAMPAGNE 
25 AND PARTY FAVOURS 
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10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info . 


THURSDAY JANUARY 


FRIJANI3 _ 
RUCKUS RECORDS 
VOLUME 3 COMP 

RELEASE PARTY 


i Rheostaties 
Greyhound 
= Tragedy 


R TIX ON SALE JAN 2ND AT HEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD _ 
. LISTEN. FREECLOUD AND NEW CITY LIQUOR BOX ee 
10081 JASPER AVE 4e9.2eS8e , 


New Years Eve Sucks! 


2 rooms, 5 djs, 10 bucks 
make noise! wear silly hats! 
kiss strangeladies! 


ay 


Fri Jan 27 


| 3 Gong Show! forget where youlive! 4 
| | vou'get to ba the juduom yelland scream! ar" 
| = a variety of acts — © 
i aR dance your ass off! "= 
wake up inatotally 


different year!!! 
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algary rocker 
vad VanGaalen 
minisces about 
st New Year’s 
slebrations 


TYSON KABAN 


lhampagne toasts, fancy dancing, 
those wonderfully irreverent 
novelty hats and the inevitable 
amble to find someone to kiss at 
dnight are all supposedly com- 
, if not unavoidable, New Year's 
e traditions. But for anyone who 


doesn’t live in Dick “I No Longer 
Have A Soul Or Human Organs That 
Function On Their Own” Clark’s 
world, the celebration of the New 
Year rarely lives up to its own glam- 
our or magic. Honestly—do we even 
have real champagne in Edmonton? 
Well, there wasn’t any bubbly at 


Chad VanGaalen’s last New Year's 
celebration. The rocker took a decid- 
edly less formal approach to ringing 
in 20085, sacrificing the stereotypical 
aspects of the holiday to spend time 
with some friends back at home in 


ag 

th en oe RASS: . erent 
Calgary which, coincidentally, 
resulted in one of his most memo- 
rable celebrations ever. 

“Last year's New Year's Eve was 
actually pretty good; I biked across 
the river over to my friend Adam’s 
house and a bunch of other friends 
that I hadn’t seen for a long time 
had come out from Vancouver, 
which was a great surprise,” he says. 
“They were pretty wasted already, so 
we quickly caught up and eventually 
ended up, literally, sitting inside 
Adam’s car which was inside his 
garage, just listening to cranked 
music while under the influence. It 
sounds pretty lame, but it was so 
great, hanging out with a bunch of 


Continued from page 26 


emselves as one of Edmonton's 
ding purveyors of a traditional 
ntry sound injected with the 
x and enthusiasm of rock ‘n’ roll. 
id while their stage antics and 
rgetic performances have made 
m into a staple of the local scene, 
ich admits that, despite garnering 
© audiences during their Canadi- 
Our, alt-country can still be a 
gh sell. 
“Tt really depends on the mar- 
|” explains Futch. “If we're play- 
in a small town, then we're too 
, and if we're playing in a big 
!, then we're too country. When 
80 into a new place there are a 
people who question us, but 
St of the audience like to see five 
S up on stage doing something 


crazy and a little different. It can be 
an uphill battle.” 


IN FACT, despite Edmonton's occa- 
sional characterization as “Nashville 
North,” Futch sees something dis- 
tinct in Edmonton that has allowed 
the Uncas to thrive musically and to 
successfully grow from a small local 
band into an act touring across the 
country. 

“There are a lot of alt-country 
bands in Edmonton, so I think that 
a lot of people here think that it 
must be the same everywhere, but 
it’s not. That can be an advantage, 
though, because we'll go some 
places where there’s no one doing 
this stuff and people want to see it. I 
think in Alberta alt-country might 
be fading because it has been around 
for so long, but outside it’s just 


catching on.” 
While it seems that the band 


has done enough work to exhaust 
the momentum built from their 
albums and tours, 2005 looks to be 
leading into an even more eventful 
2006. With the band gaining atten- 
tion from labels (“We're really happy 
being DIY,” says Futch) and having 
mastered the art of the cross-country 
trek, the Uncas will more than likely 
have no reason to be singing country 
blues for at least another year. 

“We already have a whole slew 
of new songs ready to go, but you 
can’t really have a non-stop 
onslaught of albums,” laughs Futch. 
“We'll continue touring and working 
on our songs, and then start record- 
ing the new album to come out in 
2006. We're basically just waiting in 
the wings—we can’t release an 
album every three months.” @ 


"THE UNCAS 
Black Dog Freehouse * Sat, Dec 31 (9 pm) 


good friends and, like, tripping out 
on this weird road-trip without even 
leaving his garage.” 

This year, however, VanGaalen 
will be ushering in 2006 as the 
headliner for at the Sidetrack Café. 
Although it regrettably means that 
he won't be celebrating the occasion 
in a friend's garage, he’s not really 
concerned with what he'll be miss- 
ing down south in his hometown. 
In fact, he would much rather be 
here in Edmonton most of the time 
anyway. 

“I'm actually really stoked,” he 
says enthusiastically. “I love play- 
ing Edmonton; it’s my favourite 
city to play, even more so than Cal- 
gary. I love Calgary and stuff, but 
I’ve played there so many times 
that it’s basically just me playing 
with my friends at this point. And 
it seems like there's less of a cliquey 
thing going on with Edmonton 
crowds—like, the indie-rock kids 
hang out with the hip-hop kids 
who hang out with the punk-rock 
kids. They all just go out to see 
good music. 

“Edmonton clearly has a more 
developed arts community than Cal- 
gary,” he continues. “And I guess 
some people think that Calgary is 
more cultured than Edmonton, but | 
can tell you that it’s not. We proba- 
bly just pay a lot of people a lot of 
money to walk around and tell peo- 
ple that.” 


THE SUPPOSED LACK of culture in 
Calgary doesn’t seem to have 
affected VanGaalen, who just com- 
pleted a six-week artist's residence 


in Halifax. He’s an accomplished 
animator, who considers his pas- 
sion for art and music to be one 
and the same. But he'll also be the 
first one to tell you that, even with 
his presence within several artistic 
communities, he’s still out of the 
loop when it comes to the Canad 
an music scene. 

“Twas asked to open for Sarah 
Slean when she came to Edmonton 
back in November, but I didn’t even 
know who Sarah Slean was—not 
that many people do, but I guess 
she’s had a fair bit of success in 
Canada. So I had no idea what 1 was 
getting into there,” he explains 
“The show was at the Horowitz The- 
atre and I had to play for this crazy 
sit-down audience. It was a great 
venue but I wasn’t prepared for it. I 
felt kind of awkward playing rock ‘n’ 
roll music for people who were get- 
ting ready to feel inspired 

*T didn’t even actually meet her 
in Edmonton,” he continues 
hooked up with some friends afte 
my spot to play some frisbee and 
then, after that, I had to drive back 
down to Calgary to open for her the 
next day, so it was rushed. I did meet 
her at the show at the University in 
Calgary, but only for a couple sec 
onds. She gave me all of the lefto 
Heinekens from her dressing ro 
and I was like ‘Nice! I don’t re 
have any idea who you are, but ! 
really like you.’”” © 


CHAD VANGAALEN 

With Field & Stream, Hot Little Rocket 
and AA Sound System * Sidetrack Cafe « 
Sat, Dec 31 (8 pm) 
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Hungary heart 


Hungarian-Canadian 
producer Attila Glatz 
brings his Salute to 

Vienna to Edmonton 
this New Year’s Day 


By SARAH CHAN 


artying, Edmonton classical 
usic fans will have the chance to 
unwind with the Salute To Vienna 
troupe, who will be prepared to help 
listeners relax and 
recover with a show 
filled with spectacu- 
lar Viennese music 
and dancing. This 70-year-old Hun- 
garian tradition has been recreated in 
North America by Attila Glatz Concert 
Productions, currently dazzling audi- 


h::: a big night of New Year's Eve 


.»» HIGH FIDELITY HIP HOP FUNK N’ SOUL «+: 


ences in thirty-three cities. 
Producer Attila Glatz grew 
with the original Viennese traditic, 
of the New Year’s Day concert an, 
describes how it is now becoming , 
tradition here in North Ameri;; 
“People actually love meeting at the 
concert—they haven't seen each 
other for a year and this is whe; 
they meet,” says Glatz. “A lot of far, 
ilies with kids love it because they 
don’t get bored. Not here! There’, 
always something happening ang 
the conductor always talks betwee, 
the numbers about the music.” 
Nine years ago, the first Salute to 
Vienna concert j1 
Toronto hosted 
1,000 people anq 
the enthusiasi\ 
response resulted in another set j 
concerts the following year in Toron 
to and New York, both sellouts. Sinc« 
then, the expansion of the prod 
tion has continued, and the 
now several performances, many 
them simultaneous, all across Can; 
da and the U.S. within the period oj 
about six days. 


THE FEEL-GOOD ASPECT of thes 
Viennese-inspired concerts is in the 
cheerful and elegant roots of Johany 
Strauss Junior's music. “It’s a very 


enjoyable afternoon with a lot of 
waltzes and polkas, so it’s a 
frolic event,” Glatz enthuses. 


eUESTLOVE 


1 “of THE ROO 


STARLITE R 


with CADENCE WEAPON « D: 


BOUNCE 


wily tpamsits, 


FEBRUARY 4 2006 
STARLITE ROOM 


1000-102 ST. EDMONTON. AB + 426-7627 


RS 8 PM » 18+ NO MINORS 
PRIVATE CLUB - MEMBERS & GUESTS WELCOME 


TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
AT MEGATUNES. 
BLACKBYRD 
AND FS (WEM) 


& 


TICKETS ALSO AT ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 cxcluoinc KEVIN smiTHD 
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IBN WYZA SOUND SYSTEM 


TREEHOUSE RECORDS AND BLACKBYRD 


PRIVAT CLAIM (MERUHIERS 4 CONT ONLY) 
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MASSACRE 
FEBRUARY 24 
STARLITE ROOM 


PRIVATE CLUB - MEMBERS & GUESTS ONLY 


TICKETS ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES 
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got dancers and singers and this 
conductor from Vienna who is ver 
friendly to the people. It’s a very 
uplifting concert.” 

These musicians, vocal soloist 
and dancers number around 7 
performance and are hand picked fj 
Glatz and his wife each year 
they return to Vienna to scout tf 
talent. “We rotate the artist 
around,” Glatz explains. “If th« 
prove themselves to be good then w 
are using them for many year 
Sometimes we want to put the artis! 
to rest for a couple of years, but ba! 
cally the good ones we try to rotall 


Here’s your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturda' 
9am-2pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
for more infurmation or to book an appointment. 
bloodservicesca 
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‘put we never repeat.” 

» of the main differences 
(and perhaps improvements 
ne original production and 

ries is that the music and 
on the stage and are 

"as a whole, whereas the tele- 
Viennese version has the 
+s off at another location, 
ng to music that is piped in. 
‘he televised version goes back 
th between the music and 
ng, contrary to the simultane- 


“ous-iriterplay-at-these live North 
American performances. 

Above all, these concerts are a 
labour of love, and Glatz is truly pas- 
sionate about his creation. “I really do 
get the satisfaction of the concerts,” 
he reflects. “I see what we produce, I 
sit there with my wife, hand in hand, 
and we get teary-eyed with those peo- 
ple around us, so happy.” This pas- 
sionate, happy feeling is obviously 
infectious; the Salute to Vienna con- 
certs have been wildly successful, and 


Edmonton also has the pleasure of 
participating this New Year’s Day. 

“We want people to relax and 
enjoy themselves,” Glatz says, “and 
we are delighted to give them this 
beautiful time.” Let the New Year's 
celebrations continue with a spectac- 
ular, uplifting yet relaxing visit to 
Vienna, right here in Edmonton.” © 


A SALUTE TO VIENNA 
Produced by Attila Glatz * Winspear 
Centre * Sun, Jan 1 (2:30 pm) 


Clearance Items in 
All Departments! 


Sale applies to IN-STOCK merchandise ONLY. 
Limited quantities available. 


WE ARE OPEN 10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
BOXING DAY DECEMBER 26/05 


| MOTHERS 


\i The 


Drum 
Shop 


- VELVET UNDERGROUND 


THU DEC 29TH 


in th 


he Starlite Room «16 


STARLITE 
ROOM 


NEW YEARS EVE 


SATURDAY DEC 31ST 


in the Starlite Room * 158+ 


in the Velvet Underground + 18+ 


SAT JAN oT 
nthe Srariite Ro 


feivel Undergre 


THU JAN 12TH 


in the Starlite Room+16# 5 


10030.102 ST 
info:428.STAR 


NO ONES ALONE 


PLUS SPERIAL GUESTS 


the return . 
of the classic... 


MUSIC 


www.mofhersmusic.com 40030.102 ST 
info:428.STAR 
STARLITEROOM.CA 
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Sees : 


6. BARENAKED 


SOUNO 


DANCE FLOOR 


ADlieEs 
BARENAKED FORTHE — 
HOLIDAYS ; 
7. iL DIVO 
 ANCORA 
8. NICKELBACK 
ALL THE RIGHT REASONS 
9. VARIOUS ARTISTS 
BIG SHINY TUNES10 
10. TRAGICALLY HIP 
YER FAVOURITES 


1. 40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN 
UNRATED 

2. SIN CITY 
RECUT / EXTENDED 

3. MARCH OF THE 
PENGUINS 

4. FAMILY GUY: 

/OLUME 3 

5, POLAR EXPRESS 

SPECIAL EDITION 

STAR WARS EP l- | 
REVENGE OF THE SITH | 

7. IT'S A WONDERFUL | 
LIFE . 

8. DUKES OF HAZZARD 


| 9. FANTASTIC 4 


70. ELF 


Re hictits seh kth eGR Res SSH, 


Silos 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
FOR A DECADE OF SIN: 11 YEARS OF 
BLOODSHOT RECORDS 
(BLOODSHOT) 
— SS SS 
Eleven years after releasing their first 
album, Bloodshot Records is celebrat- 
ing with a sprawling, two-disc set. For 
a Decade of Sin isn’t just some easy 
look back at previously released mater- 
ial, though; the 42 songs featured here 
are all seeing the light for the first 
time, making this a little more interest- 
ing than some greatest-hits collection. 
The coolest thing about a set like 
this is that it offers a lot of these artists 
the freedom to have a little fun with 
the music. They don’t have to worry 
about making a bunch of songs work 
together; they just do their thing and 
call it done. In some cases, the musi- 
cians have chosen cover songs that 
they might not have bothered with 
otherwise, and, while none are truly 
bad, there are varying levels of suc- 
cess. Bobby Bare Jr. offers up a shuf- 
fling version of Jane’s Addiction’s 
“Ocean Size” that is well worth hear- 


for these who knaw_ 


junior brown 
wayion sherrington 


(special tag team 3hr set) 
scotty) 


ao cover before 10pm 
$5 after 10pm 


vuEwrEKty €i> 


DECADE OF SIN: 


ing, and Porter Hall TN kick in a 
wicked, raging country-punk attack on 
Jim Carroll's “People Who Died,” while 
the normally awesome Yayhoos turn in 
a fun but ultimately forgettable take 
on the O'Jay’s “Love Train.” 

But there’s a lot more to this album 
than just cover songs, and some of the 
best tracks turn out to be original contri- 
butions. Scott H. Biram’‘s “Blood Sweat 
& Murder” is stompin’ alt-country with 
some dirty distortion and an evil voice, 
while Muerto’s “Josephine” paints a 
dark canvas with just guitar, bass and 
harmonica, and Blanche delivers a sad, 
acoustic tale of love (with a tinge of 
morbid humour) in “Red Head.” 

Some of the originals do suffer from 
the same problem as the covers: they 
just don’t hold enough weight to make 
them stand out. Matt Mays & EI Torpe- 
do’s “The Plan” sounds like anything off 
of their album, and “Juke Joint Jump- 
ing” by Wayne Hancock and Hank 
Williams Ill is pretty much a throwaway. 
But again, there’s nothing that’s not 
worth hearing at least once. The only 
real trouble with A Decade of Sin is that 


HALO: 


- wens 6 


it leaves you itching to hear more than 
a single song from most of the contrib- 
utors. tetee%e —EDEN MUNRO 


FILTHY THIEVING BASTARDS 
MY PAPPY WAS A PISTOL 
(BYO RECORDS) 
> ee 
Filthy and thieving they may be, but 
copycats they are not. Sure, it’s clear 
the Filthy Thieving Bastards are 
inspired by the Pogues’ blend of roots 
and punk rock, and lead singer Johnny 
Bonnel has a husky voice and raw 
singing style reminiscent of Shane 
McGowan’s, but the Bastards have a 
nonetheless created a poetic and musi- 
cal atmosphere distinctly their own. 
Their newest album is well focused 
thematically, delving into the dark 
world of alcohol abuse, drug abuse, 
and pretty much almost any other kind 
of abuse you can think of. The lyrics, 
amazingly articulate for a punk band, 
abound with clever storytelling and 
vivid psychological portraits. The 
album’s only weakness is that some- 
times the lyrics take precedence over 
the music, resulting in strange incon- 
gruity. A couple of the slower tracks like 
“Neverkind” and “Sealed Confessions” 
sound as if the harmony was painstak- 
ingly composed to constitute a suitably 
weird background for the weird lyrics. 
Luckily, the rest of the songs seem to 
have been written with an off-the-cuff 
sort of freedom, most likely over a pint 
or two. The result is a collection of very 
catchy songs with some good old-fash- 
ioned Celtic and country cadences dri- 
ven by an energetic punk beat. te 
—SonyA SOLO 


ist= 


records&cds 


SAINT ETIENNE 
TALES FROM TURNPIKE HOUSE 
(SAVOY JAZZ) 


After 15 years together, you'd ex. 
band to pop out a greatest hits cont 
lation, a concert DVD, or some o 
predictable repackage just in tin, 
the holidays. But Saint Etienne ay, 
ently aren’t ones for predicta 
with Tales from Turnpike House \\2y 
released something unexpected fo 
band at the 15-year mark, though py 
haps no less innocuous than a “ny 
ber ones” collection: a concept ajby 
The record is sort of a lattepus 
Village Green Preservation So 
ode to suburbia and everyday nm 
danity. Songs about blissfully iqnorgy 
rising crime rates (“Side Streets") 
preparing cornflakes and tea ('\ 
Bottle Symphony”) are set to sw 
melodies charming and mut 
enough so as not to disturb the ne} 
bours. Even the likely single 
Above Us” is characteristically bla 
it’s disco-catchy, but in a sty! 
suiting the A-Teens than Annie 
stands out is a Pulp-like power 
observation, especially on “1 
Winter,” where Sarah Cracknell alj 
dons her little-girl vocals to monok 
in a weary whisper. It’s a much-new 
respite from the muzak, giving 
unexpected poignancy to more! 
about painfully ordinary people 
There's no doubt the ordinary 
loungey pop that makes up most 0 
Tales matches the ordinary-people 
theme. But even contented suburbi 
apartment dwellers get tired of “| 
elevator music. xe —LEAH Cowl 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords. nel 


Thank you for your support and patronage 
throughout 2005. We look forward to providing 
you with more of the best music in 2006. 


Have a safe & happy New Yeal. 


top 10 sellers of 2005 


01. illinois sufjan stevens 


02. apologies to the queen mary wolf parade 


03. infini heart chad van gaalen 
04. s/t led soundsystem 
05. tournament of hearts constantines 


06. gimme fiction spoon 

07. sft black mountain 

08. twin cinema new pomographers 

09, jam a bird now antony & the johnso"* 
10. s/t clap your hands say yeah 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown oF the #7 north from the southside 
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REYNOLDS 
9) 


ye Reynolds sings with a relaxed 
| style and plays pleasant, folkie- 
acoustic guitar. Trouble is, that’s 
been heard before, and his songs 
» aren't breaking that antiquated 
uid. Throughout the dragging tem- 
of the 12 tunes on Exile, Reynolds 
‘ks hard at being the moody, seri- 
guy with a guitar, but it’s not very 
nvincing. Oh, sure, he’s pretty 
ent at finger-picking, but that 
Bsn't make him an original by any 
ch. “Dear Rose” starts fine, but 
ickly degenerates into a bland cho- 
that shoots for epic, misses, and 
er recovers. 

Exile is so full of uninspired back- 
ind music that it’s practically offen- 
in its inability to challenge the 
ner on any level. There's not much 
when there are no lasting effects 
discoveries to be made after the 
ial listen, and that’s generally the 
here, with one exception: the title 
turns out to be remarkable, where 
holds provides a steady acoustic 
¢ which his collaborators weave 
of sounds (lap steel, mandolin, 
‘ic guitar, and more) that make the 
ato an experience worth having. 
tunately, “Exile” is the last song 
te disc and reaching it is some- 
like crawling through a hundred 
of scorching hot desert: a 
hed mouth, sand in the eyes, and 
yafaaning but miles and miles of the 
le old thin xcept that might be 


distant 
replay 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Darren Labrentz dis- 
cusses U2’s The Joshua Tree 


There really are two types of local 
bands: the kind that plays locally over 
and over, slowly building a fanbase 
until it’s strong enough to play in other 
markets, and the kind that is unafraid 
to get its name and music out to as 
many as people as pos- 
sible as soon as possi- 


The Edmonton act has | 
already brought its | 
British-influenced pop- 
rock sound to Vancou- 
ver, as it got the chance 
to record a demo at 
Nickelback lead-man 
Chad Kroeger’s studio. 
And the man behind 
the board for those ses- 
sions was none other 
than regular Nickelback 
producer Joey Moi. 

There’s no doubt 
that singer Darren 
Labrentz and the rest of 
the Ellis crew are 
unafraid to show off their tunes. But 
where did Labrentz get his burning 
desire to be a rock ‘n’ roll frontman? 
He says that he first got the bug when 
he saw Irish iber-rockers U2 play on 
the American Music Awards; after that, 
he was hooked on The Joshua Tree, the 
1990 album that transformed the band 
from ’80s co-kings of the rock under- 
ground (a mantle they shared with 
REM) to arguably the biggest rock act 
of the 1990s. 

The Joshua Tree was successful 
because it saw U2 successfully straddle 


fun. %&%e —EpEN Munro 


| Ba 
ell, the fine people at Sony/BMG 
: anted your Christmas 
towards some of the 
back catalogue this sea- 
ig all the band’s 


ht we'd summate all 

d work into a hand- 
estible toss-off 
rythmics Quick- 


raiku QUICK SPINS Ga 


the line between the political con- 
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Eurythmics 

Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This) 
(1983) 

This tape was playing 

The very first time | got 

My wiener touched! Whooo! 


Eurythmics 

Touch (1983) 

Abhh.. Here comes the rain.. 
There are more songs on this disc 
They're known as “filler” 


Eurythmics 

Be Yourself Tonight (1985) 
With Aretha’s help, 

David and Annie get all 
Motown on your ass 


—_ 


acclaimed albums like War and Boy 
with simple, soulful rockers that con- 
nected with the public at large. It was 
an album that found room to contain 
“Bullet the Blue Sky,” an angry rant at 
American foreign policy in Latin Ameri- 
ca, as well as personal, emotional 
songs such as “I Still Haven’t Found 
What I’m Looking For” and “With or 
Without You.” 

What struck Labrentz was how 
the album was so filled with raw 
emotion without ever feeling forced. 
“It was the first album that | heard 
that was all about the emotion,” he 
says. “It wasn’t about the song struc- 
ture or the pop hooks. It was totally 
about conveying emotion to the lis- 
tener, from the Edge’s guitar to the 
lyrics of Bono.” 

And while The Joshua Tree was filled 


ee ee. +a bts lees 
into the latter category. 


with hits, Labrentz doesn’t believe 
that’s what the Edge, Bono and com- 
pany had in mind when they went into 
the studio. “| don’t think they ever 
consciously aimed the record to be the 
one that would put them over the 
top,” he says. “But the music was so 
successful in connecting with listeners, 
it ended up being the one that put 
them on the world stage.” 

Oh, and he still finds time to revisit 
The Joshua Tree every now and then. “I 
still pop it in at least once a month,” 
says Labrentz. “But when | first got it, | 
was listening to it religiously.” © 


BY WHITEY 
= AND TB. PLAYER 
eS 


Eurythmics 

Revenge (1986) 

Their “bad-ass” album; 
As threatening as puppies 
In a burlap sack 


Eurythmics 

Savage (1987) 
Schmaltzy electro 
Okay for ‘87 

Now cheesy and weak 


Eurythmics 

We Too Are One (1989) 
Writing’s on the wall! 

Maybe should have been titled 
We Two are Done! Ha! 


vu 


EWEEKLY €Q DECEMBER 29, 2005-JANUARY 4, 2006 


APRIL WINE 


LIVE AT 


J LEDS , 


REDS TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


NEW 
YEAR 


TROOPER 


WITH GUESTS CHINA WHITH AND DJ EENNY-E 


DOORS 7 PM ¢ PRIZES ¢ NO MINORS 


TICKETS $35.95 « TICKETS AT REDS AND TICKETMASTER 
SELLING FAST! WILL SELL OUT! 


CHECK OUT ALL THE DETAILS AT WWW.THESOUNDRADIO.COM 


WEST EDMONTON MALL + 481-6420 


» es ~ 


GAYS 
SS 


SOUNDRADIO 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 29, 2005 


4, Sarah Harmer - I’m A Mountain (cold snap) 
5. Bruce Cockburn - Speechless (true north) 


6. Wilco - Kicking Television (nonesuch) 
7. Paul Kelly - Foggy Highway (true north) 


8. Metric - Live It Out (last gang) 


9. Corb Lund-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 
10. Betty Lavette - I've Got My Own Hell To Raise (anti) 


11. Colin James - Limelight (maple) 


12. System Of A Down - Hypnotize (american) 
13. Broken Social Scene - Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 


14. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 


15. Cam Penner & The Gravel Road - Felt Like A Sunday Night (cp) 


16. Faunts - High Expectations/Low Results (friendly fire) 


17. Kate Bush - Aerial (emi) 


18. Ann Vriend — Modes Of Transport (av) 


19. Calexico/ron & Wine - In The Reins (overcoat) 

20. Sufjan Stevens - Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 

21. The New Pomographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 

22. Death From Above 1979 - Romance Bloody - 
Romance Remixes & B-Sides (last gang) 


23. Rammstein - Rosenrot (universal) 


24, Marah - If You Didn't Laugh, You’d Cry (yep roc) 


25. The Vertical Struts - S/T (popecho) 
26. Broken Nose = Goodbye Prudence (bn)~ 


27. Danger Doom - The Mouse & The Mask (epitaph) 
28. Wolf Parade - Apologies To The Queen Mary (sub pop) 


29. Neil Young — Prarie Wind (warmer) 


~30. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) 


ALL TOMORROW S 
PARTIES: PACIFIC 


2003 - various 


ATP’s 
cre 


Tomorrow's 


ON SALE Now 


s latest compilation, curated by The Simpsons/Futurama/Life In Hell- 
tor, Matt Groening. Featuring performers from the Groening-curated 2003 All 
arties festival, this release is a reflection of the artist's passion and 


dedication to music, as well as a tribute to his past history as a music critic for 


LA. Reader. This compilation features regular album tracks, as well as some 

juding an unreleased Jackie-O Motherfucker track, and Sonic Youth's 
ion of The Simpsons theme, previously available only on the 1996 
compilation Go Simpsonic With The Simpsons. 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
or e-mail Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


|GALLERIES/MUSEUMS| 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. 
Albert (459-3679) * Open Tue, Wed, Fri 10am- 
6pm; Thu 10am-8pm; Sat 10am-Spm * IN 
CHARACTER... Artworks by Yardley Jones; until 
Dec. 31 Watercolours by Jim Brager and Gregg 
Johnson, artworks by Art Beat’s new artist Karoll 
Daylce Brinton, wood works by Richard Goerg 
and Mason Eyben * December-January 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (EDMONTON 
ART GALLERY) 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) « Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am- 
Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 1lam-Spm; 
closed Mon * Open Dec. 31 (11am-Spm); 
closed for New Year's Day, and Jan. 2; open Jan. 
7 (1-4pm) * EDWARD BURTYNSKY; until Feb. 26 
© [TUKIAGATTA: Inuit sculpture from the TD 
Bank Financial Group collection; until Feb. 26 * 
EXPERIENCE A WORLD OF WONDER IN INUIT 
ART: Work on soap-carving, printmaking, and 
appliqué projects; until Dec. 30 (1-3pm) * Jan. 
8 (1-4pm) * NATURAL PHILOSOPHY: until Jan. 8 
© THE SEASONS OF PRAIRIE LIFE: William 
Kurelek; until Jan. 8 * FRENCH DRAWINGS: From 
the National Gallery of Canada collection; until 
Jan. 8 * WILLIAM EDDINS: Collection Selection 
© Kitchen Gallery: /NUIT ART: A MOVING 
EXPERIENCE; Travel and transport in the Arctic; 
until Feb. 26 © Gallery Tours: Weekends: 
12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30pm * Children’s 
Gallery: T/R-NA-NOG (FOREVER YOUNG): By 
Spider Yardley-Jones * $9 (adult)/$6 
(student/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free 
(member/child 5 and under) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) © Open Tue-Sun * Artworks by Jennifer 
Mack, Maya Eventoy, Eric Waugh, Denise 
Lefebvre, Pei Yang, Irina Koulikov, and Emilija 
Pasagic * Through December 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 
3rd Fl (439-9532/429-2024) * Open every Thu 
* 365 DAYS AGO: Artworks by various artists 
created over the last 365 days * Every Thu 
until Dec. 29 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482- 
1204) * Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne 
Odjig, Roy Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George 
Littlechild, Joane Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, 
Maxine Noel, Aaron Paquette and others 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITEC- 
TURE 10434-122 St * Open: Mon-Fri 8am- 
Spm * ROOTS: Paintings by Jodi Tychkowsky « 
Until Jan. 2 , 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
LIBRARY B-Rutherford South, U of A Campus 
(492-5998) * Open: Mon-Fri 10am-4:30pm * 
LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS: Featuring pho- 
tographs, archival documents, and important 
works from Alexander Cameron Rutherford’s 
book collection * Through December 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 
9621-82 Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 
Tlam-Spm * ALBERTA LANDSCAPES-THE 
HUMAN TOUCH: Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom 
* Until Feb. 28 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
0166) © Open: Mon-Thu (8:30am-8pm), Fri 
(8:30am-4:30pm), Sat (9am-noon) * Laura 
Evans Reid, an early student of Henry Glyde; 
until Jan. 4 © DRAWINGS: By Ihor Dmytruk; Jan. 
9-Feb. 1 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Artworks by Madeline Jones * 
Through January 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
* Open Mon-Fri 19am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * MEL- 


SATISFIED 


LLIFLUOUS: Vancouver installation artist Helena 
Wadsley; Jan. 6-Feb. 4 * Front Room: BETTER- 
STILL: Kris Lindskoog; Jan. 6-Feb. 4 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) * PAST EXHIBITORS 
SHOW: Artworks by former Alberta gallery 
exhibitors © Jan. 11-Feb. 2° Gallery Art Walk 
at Strathcona Place Senior Centre: Wed, Jan, 11 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 
10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA: 
Paintings and prints by gallery artists and visit- 
ing artists. Pottery by local potters and art 
cards * Through December 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St 
(479-8424) * Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5S:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm ® Artworks by Myles MacDonald, 
Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur, and Dave Ripley. 
Giclee reproductions of prints by Len Gibbs, 
Raymond Chow, Dorothy Oxbourgh, Ted 
Hesketh * Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 1161) 
* SONG OF SONGS: Paintings by Tslila Barzel 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440- 
112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm © FIVE DEFINITIONS OF SPIRIT: 
Artworks by Allison Argy-Burgess, Roger Belley, 
Sharon Moore-Foster, Teresa Halkow with musi- 
cal composition by John Caverly, curated by 
Robert Sinclair * Until Jan. 29 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm 
* Drawings and paintings by Michael Mott * 
Until Jan. 12 


MILNER ART GALLERY Theatre Foyer Gallery, 
Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (496-7000) * DRAWING THE 
REMARKABLE MARIA: CRAYONS ACROSS THE 
AMERICAS: Artworks by Tara Langlois and Patti 
McIntosh * Until Jan. 2 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St (966- 
8612) * Artworks by Rebecca Schroder * Until 
Jan. 28 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert (459-1528) » Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-Spm, Sun 1-Spm * SCOUTING FOR INDI- 
ANS: Photographs by Jeffrey Thomas * Until 
Feb, 26 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, 
Thu 6-8pm * OFFERINGS FROM THE THIRD 
DIMENSION: Experimental work in clay; until 
Dec. 30 » Artworks drawn from life in the Sudan 
and Cairo, by Emmanuel Bara Matiya; Jan. 9-Feb. 
10; opening reception: Jan. 12 (4-8pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * PRESENCE: St. 
Albert Place Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC); until 
Dec, 31 © IN SEQUENCE: Artworks by Joseph 
Anderson Terry Reynoldson, Kelly Johner and 
Michael Coolidge; Jan. 12-Mar. 3; opening 
reception: Thu, Jan. 12 (7-9pm), musical enter- 
tainment by Visionary Talent Inc. 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661- 
4726) * Open: Tue-Sun 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE; Until Sept. 17, 
2006 © $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 (child)/free 
(child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) » Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * KID 
STUFF: A nostalgic look at dozens of classic toys 
from the ‘50s and ‘60s; until Jan. 9 * QUEENS 
OF THE COURT: THE EDMONTON GRADS; until 
Feb. 12 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat 12-Spm * AND NOW, THEN OTH- 
ERWISE: Printworks suggesting the idea of time 
and temporal release by Toronto artist David 
Armstrong; Jan. 5-Feb. 18; reception, artist in 
attendance: Thu, Feb. 16 (7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. 
albert (460-5990) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, 
Sat 10am-4pm * WET PAINT: Artworks by vari- 
ous artists * Until Dec. 31 


URBAN ROOTS 10143 Whyte Ave (438-5978) 
* Paintings/photographs by Peca Rajkovic. 
Sculpture and masks by Ritchie Velthuis. 
Paintings and cast bronze by Tania Garner- 
Tomas * Until Dec. 31 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St (421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5:30pm * /JMPRESSIONS: Paintings by 
Bernie Hippel and photographs by Robert 
Michiel = Jan. 5-Feb. 4 * Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 5 (7-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * 


LIFE.AND 


Classical figure and stil life paintings by Lary 
Photographs of flowers by Anderson 


CBC CENTRE STAGE CBC's Broadcast Cent;, 
City Centre Mall * CBC Radio's Poetry Face.cy, 
Five poets will be chosen by a panel of Cac 
judges and commissioned and paid to write 
and perform an original piece on this year 
theme "Irresistible”, bring your best work thay 
suitable for a radio audience * Wed, Jan. 4 


GREENWOODS’ BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 ;; 
(439-2005) * George R.R. Martin will be reay 
ing from his new novel A Feast For Crows « 
Wed, Jan. 11 (7pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave « 
Music, poetry, and performance art open stag. 
hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchesi;, 
* Every Thu (8pm) 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) © Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Rick Reed 
Dec. 29-31 © New Year's Party: Featuring Ric| 
Reed, everyman's comedian, a blend of zani 
ness and homespun storytelling * Marty 
Hanenberg; Jan. 6-7 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM 
8882-170 St (483-5999) * Show times nightly 
at 8pm; weekends 8pm and 10:30pm * Ron 
Vaudry, Nigel Lawrenc, Rick Bronson; Dec. 29. 
30 © New Year's Extravaganza: Featuring Ron 
Vaudry (Just for Laughs), Nigel Lawrence, and 
Rick Bronson; 7pm (buffet/show, and show 
only tickets); 10pm (show, incl. champagn: 
party favours, prizes, midnight lunch, party : 
follow show); $55.59 (7pm show: package | 
buffet and show)/$30 (7pm show: package 2 
show only)/$65 (10pm show: package 3: com 
plementary glass of champagne, extended 
show, party favours, midnight cold buffet, post 
show dance party) * Get Hypnotized: with 
Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Jan. 3 * B.O.1. (Best « 
Improv): Featuring Edmonton's improvising 
teams with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed 
Jan. 4 * Ron Vaudry (Just for Laughs) with 
Vince Fluke, and Daryl Makk; Jan. 5-8 * Get 
Hypnotized: with Sebastian Steele; Tue, Jan. 10 
 B.Q.|. (Best of Improv): Featuring 
Edmonton’s improvising teams with the Fresh 
Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Jan. 17 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londondeny 
Mall (481-9857) * Thu/Sat 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm * Every Wed: Pro AM comedy jam + 
Kenny Valgardson, Kendal Gawryluk/Howie 
Miller and Kevin Mcgrath; Dec. 28-30 » Get 
"Grose" This New Year's Eve: Laugh with 
Edmonton's Andrew Grose, Paul Sveen and 
Howie Miller; $75 (buffet dinner and 
show)/$40 (show only) * Complimentary 
admission through December: Wed/Thu 8pm, 
and Fri/Sat 10:30pm to anyone who makes a* 
donation to the Edmonton Food Bank * 
Johnny ‘Bagpipes’ Johnston's fundraising event 
Wed, Jan. 25 and Thu, Jan. 26; proceeds go ‘0 
an elementary school in South Africa 


CANADIAN GRAFFITI jubilations Dinner 


Theatre, WEM, Phase Ill, Upper Level, 22253 
8882-170 St (484-2424) © Until Jan. 21 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave 
(433-3399) » Directed by Dana Andersen 
Intrigue, passion and shennanigans abound in 
Edmonton’s live improvised soap opera * Evely 
Mon (8pm) ® Tickets at the door 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE Catalyst Theatre, 
8529 Gateway Boulevard (431-1750) * Kill Your 
TV Theatre presents Tennessee Williams’ The 
Glass Menagerie, directed by Kevin Sutley anc 
stars Nathan Cuckow, Beth Graham, Chris _ 
Bullough and Marianne Copithorne ® Jan 5-21 
(8pm), Saturdays (2pm and 8pm) * $16/312* 
Free preview: Jan. 4; Two-For-One-Tues: Jan. 10 
and 17; opening night gala: $20 = Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


THE GOLDEN AGE OF ROCK, POaP AND 
DOO WOP. Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Inn, 1615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Until Feb. 1? 


MY FAIR LADY Festival Place, 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8000) * 
Musical, adapted from Bernard Shaws play 
Pygmalion. Henry Higgins, an opinionated |i" 
guistics professor and confirmed bachelor, 
makes a wager that he can transform Eliza 
Doolittle, a cockney flower girl into a high som 
ety lady * Until Dec. 30 (7:30pm) * $24 
(show only adult)/$15 (show only children 1? 
and under) 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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1A] 
5 Wieecoms in 
ila Barzel’s Song 
Songs represent 
> people in the 
‘ist’s life 

GNIESZKA MATEJKO 


out early to the vineyards, 
ise Sheth: the vines have budded, 
ther the grape blossoms have opened 
t ranates are in bloom. 
J will give you my love. 
g of Solomon 7:12 


henever I mention to my 
friends and students that one 
of the most beautiful, erotic 
suous love poems in the 

4 can be found in the Bible, 
of it written in the voice of a 
van, their eyes grow wide with 
ise. It seems that not too many 

e know about this treasure. The 

ie of Songs (or the Song of 
mon) is not widely read during 
es. Perhaps, as hard as priests 
ministers have tried to turn it 
a spiritual metaphor, the sensu- 
‘content remains far too luscious 
a Sunday sermon; this poem 
d turn the thoughts of the con- 


gregation to romance faster than a 
glass of wine. However, even if 
churches don’t give this literary mas- 
terpiece much prominence, it has 
deeply influenced art over the cen- 
turies. In fact, many artists have fall- 
en under its spell for a lifetime, and 
this is exactly what happened to 
Tslila Barzel, the artist behind the 
Song of Songs series of paintings 
(selections from this series are now 
featured at the Lando Gallery). 
Barzel was practically born with 


VISUAL ARTS 


the Song of Songs in her blood. “It 
was a part of my youth,” explains 
Barzel, who grew up in Israel sur- 
rounded by her parent's large collec- 
tion of Bibles (their passion almest 
prophesied in their family name 
“Ranel,” meaning “songs of God”). 
As a child she’ remembers how much 
she loved dancing to the lines of the 
Song of Songs. When she reached 
her 12th birthday, the Bat Mitzvah 
ceremony marked her entry into 
adulthood, and on that day, she 
received her very own copy of the 
Song of Songs. “I didn’t really under- 
stand it then,” she recalls. It wasn’t 
until Barzel became a teenager and 
fell in love for the first time that she 


Vee s Ties ow 


turned to her book with 
new understanding. “I got 
another one with beautiful 
illustrations on my wed- 
ding day,” continues 
Barzel, and she explains 
how each reading at each 
new stage in life causes her 
understanding of this enig- 
matic love poem to grow 
and deepen. 


THE MOST PROFOUND 
change in Barzel’s under- 
standing of the Song of 
Songs happened after 
Barzel moved to Canada in the early 
‘70s to teach Hebrew and Judaic 
studies. The move meant that she 
had to leave all of her friends and 
extended family members behind, 
and like all immigrants, she found 
herself in great need of forging con- 
nections with others. “Jewish peo- 
ple, being secluded for so many 
years...” Barzel begins to explain, “I 
need a sense of connection and 
belonging. I want to know that I am 
not alone. The trust in God and in 
other people gives me the strength 
to survive every day in this world.” 
But over time, these powerful 
new experiences helped her to see 
the Song of Songs in an entirely new 
light, as a symbol of connection 


Think TARE: 


ADVER JI SaINKa ge DESM i IN 


423. Sop 


thinktankads.com 


with others and a love for her 
friends and community. “My friends 
and the country that accepted us 
became wonderful sources of sup- 
port. My paintings are all about my 
relationships and communication 
The flowers all represent people,” 
she says and adds, laughing, “I talk 
to my paintings. I know they are 
ready when they talk back.” 
However, Barzel’s high-spirited 
floral paintings are more than sym- 
bolic portraits; they are, above all, a 
celebration of everything she trea- 
sures in life: friendship, love and the 
enjoyment of every moment. To 
achieve this sense of exuberance, she 
decided to paint this series with her 
fingers instead of paintbrushes, the 


- 
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feeling of soft paint between her 


hands like the gentle touch of a 
lover in the Song of Songs. In the 
end, the effect is a sensuous exulta- 
tion of life—an exultation that 
Barzel sees reflected in the ancient 
poem that has been woven itself 
through her life like an invisible 
thread. “The Song of Songs is al! 
about life and love and companion- 
ship and understanding, enjoying 
life and being happy,” she explains 
“When I read it, it is so uplifting; 
you enjoy and forget the sorrow 
around you.” © 
SONG OF SONGS 
Paintings by Tslila Barzel * Lando Gallery 
(11130-105 Ave) *To January 14 


By ROSS MOROZ 


A TARES er se 


Thai coffee salesman Prayoon Thongiorn 
owns a pet crocodile. So thoroughly has he 
tamed the creature that he lets it sleeps in 

bed with him, even resting his head on it 
45 if it were a pillow. | predict that-you will 
make a comparable conquest in 2006, Aries. 
Some dragonish influence that would be 
risky for most people to harbour will become 
your ally. Congratulations in advance on 
both your courage and the ingenuity you 
will summon to wrestle that beast into sub- 
mission. 


PP TTAURUS se zo-nnn 


“We live in a world with too much music,” 
writes Joe Nickell at Missoulian.com. He's 
bothered by the fact that everywhere he 
goes, there are tunes pouring from cell 
phones and MP3 players and TVs and radios 
and live bands. As far as you're concerned, 
though, Nickell is utterly off base. In 2006, 
you should take advantage of the profusion; 
you should immerse yourself in music more 
than you ever have before. To do so will be 
instrumental in helping you accomplish your 
top assignment in the coming months, 
which is to feel deep, rich, interesting emo- 
tions as often as possible. 


Many Geminis fit the des 
of people that Wired magazi 
pies,” or “young experi 
seekers.” Overwhelmed by a profusion of 
conflicting opportunities, they are restless 
and insatiable. They treat life “as an exer- 
cise in comparison shopping, refusing to 
commit for fear of missing a better offer.” 
While this approach is pretty normal for 
your tribe, | suspect it won't work as well in 
2006 as it has for you in the past. That's 
why | urge you to try out some very differ- 
ent attitudes: a tolerance for imperfection, 
a respect for limits, an appreciation for the 
value of peace of mind, and a willingness to 
concentrate on just two or three possibili- 
ties instead of 17. 


The coming months will not be a time for 
Jess talk and more action, my fellow Cancer- 
ian, but for more talk and more action. Here 
are other prescriptions to help you get the 
most out of 2006: Go on wilder adventures 
and entertain fewer superstitions. Indulge in 
fewer mood swings and invest in an experi- 
ence that will serve as the best anchor 
you've ever had. Explore your secrets more 
aggressively, but keep fewer secrets. Work 
harder to know the difference between true 
intuitions and fearful delusions. Feel less 
remorse and more forgiveness. Cultivate 
wetter love and dryer humour. Commit 
yourself to faster promise-keeping and slow- 
er fault-finding. 


(1 er 


| know people who love the feeling of 
family but who don’t have much contact 
with their parents and siblings and haven't 


Seo 


The coming months will 


be prime time for you to either and a 
group like that or, if you already have one, 
to deepen and expand your web of con- 
nections. You don’t have to sacrifice your 
relations with your biological kin to do so. 
The more family you have, the better your 
mental health will be. 


In her book Women Who Run With the 
Wolves, Clarissa Pinkola Estes talks a lot 
about fairy tales. As a psychotherapist, she 
recognizes that the conditions they depict 
are similar to how the deepest part of the 
psyche works. A central theme of fairy tale 
justice, she says, is that it’s always a good 
idea to be kind to people who don’t seem 
important or beautiful or cool. Characters 
who honor that principal are invariably 
rewarded, while those who spurn it are pun- 
ished. This will be a key idea for you in 2006, 
Virgo. You can’t afford to dismiss those you 
consider your inferiors, nor should you 
demonize the less attractive aspects of your 
own nature. Your success will hinge on the 
care you take with underdogs. 


LIBRA Sopt 28 - Oct 22 


| have selected a quote by Irish playwright 
Brendan Behan to serve as your motto in 
2006. | suggest that you write it out ona 
piece of red paper and place it in a promi- 
nent place like your bathroom: mirror or 
computer monitor. “If you have a talent, use 
it in every which way possible,” said Behan. 
“Don’t hoard it. Don’t dole it out like a 
miser. Spend it lavishly like a millionaire 
intent on going broke.” 


joking a spiritual fami- 
-ly—a tribe of like-minded people who 


ly regarded as a top military 


Wi 


ries of wal 


Soe 


juired rea 


ca’s invasion of Iraq in 2003 as “the most fool- 
ish war since Emperor Augustus in 9 BC sent 
his legions into Germany and lost them.” | 
urge you to regularly imitate Creveld’s exam- 
ple in 2006, Scorpio: speak out in dramatic 
fashion against the follies that your expertise 
gives you the right to critique. Drawing on 
your special experience and knowledge, make 
rigorous evaluations of the authorities and 
institutions whose decisions affect your life. 


“Dear Rob: I'm a very analytical person, with 
a doctorate in nuclear physics and a high-tech 
job. All my training and business savvy tell me 
that your astrology column is superstitious 
bullshit, yet every time I’ve faced a crisis in 
the last 10 years, your horoscopes have pro- 
vided accurate wisdom and counsel when 
things seemed darkest. On the one hand this 
makes no sense, and on the other hand | 
don’t care that it doesn’t make any sense. 
Somehow I'm able to draw sustenance from 
something whose power | don’t understand 
or even believe in. In any case, thank youl — 
Humble Sagittarian Genius.” Dear Sagittarius: 
In 2006, you Sagittarians will have the chance 
to benefit from many phenomena that fit the 
description you applied to my column. Open 
yourself wide to mystery. 


A STCAPRIGORN zs 


Germany and the Soviet Union failed to sign a 
peace treaty after the global hostilities of the 


Martin van Creveld has written books that — 


lingering 
about 
Solved 
situations from your past that are still causing. 
you problems. in my astrological opinic, 
2006 is an ideal time to finally wrap up ail), 
unfinished business that has been subi) 
draining you. It’s a perfect opportunity fo; (),, 
ultimate karmic cleansing, preferably carricg 
out with grace, gratitude, and generosity, 


SP IAWUARS oe, 


In 1503, wealthy silk merchant Francesco ce 
Giocondo commissioned Leonardo da \jnj;; 
to paint a portrait of his wife, Lisa. But who, 
Leonardo finished the work, now known 4 
the “Mona Lisa,” del Giocondo was so «j;. 
satisfied with it that he refused to pay fo; \; 
It seems he didn’t recognize its value. | oft, 
this as a teaching story for you, Aquariy); 
Please make sure that when you get wh; 
you ask for in 2006, you don’t make the 
same mistake del Giocondo did. Eagerly 
come your dream-come-true, even if it's «i 
ferent from what you expected. 


FSCS ran aa 


In his book The Disappearance of the Univer 
Gary Renard quotes the counsel of his teachge 
“A jet airliner is always going off course, bi 
through constant correction it arrives at its 
tination. So will you arrive at yours.” Remen 
ber that advice throughout 2006, Pisces \\ 
analysis of the astrological omens suggests |! 
you will be frequently straying from the path « 
your highest destiny, and yet that's exactly 
what needs to happen in order for you \ 
reach your highest destiny. Forced to keep 
making regular adjustments, you will tone anq) 
strengthen your willpower, which is essential 
you achieving the goals that really matter © 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 

or e-mall Glenys at 
“Histings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 
6328A-104 St every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic 
Roots, 8225-122 St; every third Thu (6:30pm) 
CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton 
Church, 13212-106 Ave « Meeting presented by 
Rev. Yvonne Racine « Every Tue (1-3pm) 

FAMILY MENIATINAS CORIETY City Thal 
Heritage Rm * Lunch and Learn: Rob Papin and 
k Powder show the film Gang Aftermath 
members open to any questions and/or 


on about their program) « jan. 11 
(noon-Ipm) * Free 
FAVA'S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE Exhibition 
apute 429-1671) * Meet In the first Tue ea. 
rnonth (7-9pm), to disci are and comrnent on 
nm progress, commior allenges and and to 


pecial quest 


Kilimanjaro, 
4), slide presen- 


REAL CLUMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
aneral Store, 10832 Whyte Ave 


id confer: 
0 Tue, jan. 10 
OUR NORTH AMERICA: FROM TURTLE 
D TO THE SECURITY AND PROSPERITY 
! rent, Rm 95 # 


and Democracy, lecture fea- 
facdonald- and jeffrey Ayres 


VEGEGARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 

31 healthy, hearty New 
a vegetarian/vegan 
ur own utensils, 


i = Happ: 


) © $2 (member), $3 


| QUEER LISTINGS | 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 
bisexual women * Second Wed each month 
(7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) 
* Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 

BUDDYS NITE CLUR 122.25 Joemertroet0o~ 
6636) * Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur 
strip contest (12:30); Dj Alvaro, Ashley Love + Tue: 
Free pool, Malebox, D) Arrowchaser * Wed: Guriz 
Gone Wild Midnite: with D] Eddy Toonflash, Mia 
Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: 
Wet Undies Contest (12:30): with D} Squiggles, 
Yohko Oh-no « Fri: D] Alvaro dance party, male 
strippers * Sat: Theme parties, leather/fetish dun- 
geon, free pool, pool tournament, D] Arrowchaser 
® Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair (11pm), Dj Eddy Toonfiash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 * 
vwww.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) « An organization for gay men 
and lesbians in business and their non-gay friends 
to share business knowledge, lear, make friends 
and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hived- 
monton.com * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness Campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff * Third 
Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 


Series, Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edm- 
livingpositive.ca (1 -877-975-9448/488-5768) * 
Providing confidential peer support to people liv- 
ing with HIV « Every Tue (7-9pm): Support group * 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-1 8 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th 
Sat (Jam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (member- 
ship) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoc- 
ities.com/makingwaves_edm # Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after prac- 
tices « Every Tue and Thu 

MEDITATION 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) * 
Tranquility meditative, TIVEtATT wadivon WwhiraAn 
Lama Kunsang * am)* Free 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 
10010-109 St (488-3234) * Every Sun (7pm): A 
safe, supportive, confidential discussion group talk- 
ing about all gay related issues, for men at any 
stage of coming out * Free « 
talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) * 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, families 
and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) « Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-—4am * Wed: 
Amateur strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ 
Alvaro © Thu: Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage 
and the Weakest Link game second and last Thu 
with Dj Jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with Dj Outtawak Downstairs: D] 
Jazzy © Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties with Dj Jazzy; Downstairs: 
New music with Dj Dan and Mike * Long weekend 
Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every 
long weekend with Dj jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and 


Tizzy (7-12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St, wwww.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every 
Sat (7-9pm) * An adult facilitated social/support 
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
and straight youth under the age of 25 


| SPECIAL EVENTS | 


BRIDAL FAIR 2006 Shaw Conference Centre, 
451-8000 Sun, Jan. 8 (11:30am and 3:30pm) * 
$13.50 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE Stanley A. Milner 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7070) 
Agata and the Storm, Italian with English subtitles, 
rating: 14A, sexual content * Wed, Jan. 11 (7pm) 
* Free 


INDIGO StillPoint, 110, 10350-124 St (452-9388) 
~ Movie showing lwoted by TIM Dayria Boctehes 
* Wed, Jan. 4 (7-9pm) * $5 


NEW YEAR'S DAY POLAR BEAR DIP 
Summerside Beach Club Lake Summerside, 1720- 
88 St SW (S of Ellerslie Rd), (497-7558/886-8885) 
* Sun, Jan. 1 (noon) « Participant registration 
deadline is Dec. 30 (4pm) 


NEW YEAR'S EVE DOWNTOWN Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq * Featuring strolling entertainers, 
public skating, a street dance, family activities and 
fireworks * Dec. 31 (9pm) * Free 


NEW YEAR'S EVE FAMILY BEACH PARTY: 
World Waterpark, WEM ® Featuring fireworks dis- 
play, and live music * Dec. 31 (6pm-midnight) « 
$64.95 (door, family pass, each additional family 
member $12.95)/$26.95 (door, individual pass) 
available at the Guest Services Centre, World 
Waterpark Admissions 


A VAUDEVILLIAN NEW YEAR'S EVE Roxy 
Theatre, 10708-124 St (453-2440) * Featuring 
Mile Zero Dance, Laurelle and friends circuitry 
(John Armstrong, Steven Johnson and Nineca), Bill 
Bourne, Tippy Agogo, visuals by Tim Folkmann 
and interactive art installations Dec. 31 (8pm 
door, 9pm-2am performances) * $30 


KARAOKE 


vi 
ALBERT’S 9308-34 Ave * Every Tue (8pm): with 
Prosound Productions 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) » Every 
Thu (9:30pm) ‘ 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) ® Every | 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) 
Every Fri (9pm-1am) * Every Sun (8pm-midnigh\ 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne Stiec\ | 
St. Albert, 418-6332 © Every Thu ® Every Wed. 
name that tune 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-429 
* Every Sun (8pm-12): Hosted by Jeannie 
ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave » Every Mon (9pm): 
with Sonia, Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * 
Every Thu/Sat (10pm-2:30am): Debra-Fae 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 
Tue/Wed (9pm) 

HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu 
(8:20pm)s.with.Linda,-Prosound.-Production> 
JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) ° 
Every Mon (7-11pm): hosted by Peggy Sue 
MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * 
Every Tue (9:30pm) with Right Said Ed 
PICARDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) ° 
Every Wed (8pm): with Christy, Mr. Entertainment 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 
10604-101 St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (2pm), 
Sun (7pm): with Ruth « Highstreet, 10315-124 
St (482-1600); daily.(9:20pm) *- Old 
‘Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); eve 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; eve 
Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


SANTANA’S # Every Wed (9pm-2am) 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATIN 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tue 
Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 

SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd» Ever) W* 
Sat (9pm-2am) 

WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5508 


_.» Every Wed-Thu: with Jeannie... 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Opel 
Daily (noon) * Every Sat-Wed (7pm-midnigh") 
with Annie and Tizzy z 


YESTERDAY'S 205 Camegie Dnt. Albert (45? 
0295) * Every Tue (9pm-lam): Off-Key 
Entertainment with Nicole 5 


a 


= ed 
>> 
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musical instruction 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 


a 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
__._,___and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 


Ea 
ie ey Be 
In Thurs Frenoned : 


imonton.org, 


Quality music instruction since 1981. 


real estate 


ays wanted ip bea Maral Ariat 
fy walt another day) ator aires cles) 


dance 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
ton North & 
Bras, Maaco och 


byregion.net 
therapy 


sre ti insufficient therapies call Heidi 
rt Whee fe massage Licence: 


Theray 
eeoa1 7-0017439415-001. Sail ia aad eoliadeel ania eave 
d Over 1060s9.ft. of newly decorated living space in tis 
2+2 bedrm_upgraded, character home. Bonus of double 
Spree 
a a a you can own 
ran ssl flor git 300 obo. Mes <t _| CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 
ati tr tiamonds selling for PAGER: 439-7000 » CELL: 984-0096 
+ Plat nD Please call 909-9956, 


help wanted 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 
| 2 bedroom bungalow. _ 
Hardwood floors, large living 
room, bedroom and bath in 
basement. Steel fence. 
$118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


IGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
‘the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
pepondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 
for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
PT. Must have mini-van or truck, Looking 
iable, responsible person, Ph 907-0570. 


Starlight Room wants you.| 


ton’s premier Entertainment 
is looking for out-going staff to 
ip out with promotions, bartending, 
security and other positions. 
are interested in becoming 
of the Starlite Team please 
drop-off your resume to 
030-102 Ave in person or call 
'8-1099 for more information. 


_ ee 
PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
LOWEST RECONNECTION RATES EVER’ 


WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD. 
switch 10 EASY RECONNECT. GET RECONNECTED 


1-877-446-5877 


> Immediate 
Ipenings 
Expanding 
Operation 
Full-time & 
Part-time 
Positions 

» Days a week 

Paid Weekly 
702-5519 


toast O65 later 2 fed. 2 paul fipl, 
leny, full Indry, htd ug pkn; imo w 
oy te fens 977-9655. a 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every 
Tuesday at noon. Call Pemy a 426-5882 for details 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more information 


= CLASSIFIE 


1 °Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
Email: officeQ@vueweekly.com 
: Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


°Print your copy legibly on lines 
fine. 


j artist to artist 


FREE* FREE*® FREEe FREE* FREE 
FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Fonntniat acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to BO 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted 
in writing, in person or by fax. Duplicate ads will 
not be published, except by mistake. Free ads 
will run for four weeks, if you want to renew or 
cancel plese phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 
426-2889/e-m office@vueweekly.com or drop it 
off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
Tuesday Bee JANG ee Placement will 
lepend upon 
available space. 


If the HAT fits call for submissions, open to 
Alberta artists. Deadline: Mar. 15, 2006. For info 
Ph 461-9028, e-m: daNielle@damselflydesign.ca 


Printmaking workshops: introduction to silkscreen; 
Thursdays, 6-9pm, Jan 26-Feb. 23 Ph 423-1492, 
\www.snapartists.com 


Introduction to woodcut; Wednesdays, 6-9pm; Feb. 
1-Mar. 1. Ph 423-1492, www.snapartists.com 


Introduction to Etching; Saturdays; 14pm; Feb. 4- 
Mar. 11. Ph 423-1492, www.snapartists.com 


WALTERDALE WORKSHOP. “Making the Most of 
Your Audition." Jan. 7 and 8, 2006. Members free, 
non-members only $25! 454-8606 to register. 


Focus on Fibre Art Association is seeking entries 
for juried competition/show of fibre art. 
Deadline: Feb. 10, 2006. Ph Shirley 469-1783. 


Printmaking workshops at SNAP Gallery and 
Printshop in Etching and Silkscreen. Starting 
soon. Call 423-1492 to register, info. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Propasal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House: Figurative Sculpture, 
Drawing and Painting, Ph 426-4180 


Music and Performance Artists! www.PunkTV.ca 
accepting content submissions for shaws, video, 
radio, interviews. SrISsP Dun ace ABO-AT > 

‘47. 


usician 


Drummer and lead guitar wanted for alt rock 
band-original and covers. Must be interested in 
recording and gigging. 239-7335. 


Wanted: lead pulitarst for band playinaicerparate 
one-nighters (country/classie rock/’50s). Vocals 
an asset. Ph 449-9478. 


Guitar Pasahae looking for drummer and 
ass epee’ 
for punk band. Infl. White Stripes. Ph 919-3933. 


on Sundays. Rock, 
etc. Come and see 
The Atlantic Trap & 


Looking for bands to play 
blues, cual count 
Tanya with demo or ref 


Gill, 7704-104 St, 432-4611 


Wecan Food Bask el Seeks Vals teers: 
Opportunity for people on imifed incomes to 


access quality nutritious food at affordable 
prices. Volunteers needed in the Bonnie Doon 
area to help process food orders. Ph 413-4525. 


| 


Donna Martyn’s NDP Campaign team in 
Edmonton Centre is looking for volunteers with 
progressive ideas who want to make a real dif- 
ference in the ipcoming federal election. Wide 

variety of skills and interests welcomed. Call 
486-2443, 


——_—_—_——_ 
We believe that all children have a right to grow 
in families and schools, and that all adults 
deserve to have real jobs, homes and friends 
Call 454 0701 ext 230. See how you can help to 
open the gate to community living in your area 


Su; 


rt the Y.E.S.S. annual parpal. 
The Youth Emergency Shelter, Ph 468- 


‘070. 


in need of winter 


Inner City Seniors Agen ee 


clothing. 


ee 
ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call P.A.L.S., 424- 


SECTION 
THREE LINES Sai —— 


FOR $12.50 


5514. Help someone leam English as a second 
language. Training materials provided. 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants on 
a first time shopping trip for essentials. 
Mornings, weekdays. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


healthy volunteers required for research studies 
with Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at U of A. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement will be provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SEVERE PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 

seeks individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS 

for research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement 
provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SOCIAL PHO- 
BIA for research Se Ph 407-3221 
Reimbursement. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 

seeks individuals suffering fram POSTPARTUM 

DEPRESSION for research study. 9h 407-3906 
Reimbursement provided. 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult 
immigrants. Daytime, weekdays. Great 
Experience! Ph Judy 424.3585 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants. Occasional 
Saturdays. Ph Judy 424-3545 


Volunteers Needed to teach conversational 
English to adult immigrants at a public library 
One to two days per week Call Judy 424-3545 


if you would like to reconnect with your volun- 
teer cooperation agency, or are looking to con- 
nect with other returned voluntesirs visit 
www.volcall.org 


Become a distress line volunteer. replies 
es in January, May, Sept. and Nov. Ph The 
Support Network, 732-6648. ww.thesupportnet- 
work.com 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? WANTED: 

Females 18+ encountering infertility for year or 

more, describe experience of infertility for 

research study at the U of A. Rachel at 451 
or infentlityresearch@hotmail ce 


Canada World Youth-Amazing International 
Volunteer programs! Youth 17-24. www.canada- 
worldyouth.org Deadline Jan. 15, 2006. 


Donations Urgently Needed for disaster relief in 

the aftermath of Hurricane STAN - El Salvador & 

Guatemala e-m: lorena@changeforchildren.org 
Awww.changetorchildren.org 


Literacy tutors needed to assist adults with 
developmental/physical disabilities to acquire 
basic reading/writing skills. Tutor training, sup 
port, materials provided. 1-2 hrs/wk. Various 

locations. Lily: 432-1137, ext.357 


——— aaa 
Supportive adult role models needed to share 
time & interests with children & youth (5-17yrs) 
living in residential facilities. Orientation, super 
vision provided, Evening or wee 
ments. Various locations. Lily: 432 

ext.357 


Food Not Bombs 


Tuesday @ 7pm I 
7712 104 St Guaranteed 
(Calgary Trail Southbound =e 
globaltesol.com (Quote: EVw1) = roller G | 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 


4-888-270-2941 


FREE info Seminar 


Looking for people to help out With’ cic 
serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 9¢ 
em: foodnotbombsedmonton®hotr 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, 
leaders who want to learn more about 
health. Computer designers, heal 
public speakers are welcome, 
mentoring. Ph Meli 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! 
Fee Walk-In Counselling 482-INFO (4636) Tr 
Support Network, www.the on 


pportnetwork 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILIT 
pants aged 18+ w 
women’s experienc 
451-9005, infertil 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Albert 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, h 
time. Carmen 429-0137 
http://auction.edmonton24h 


a great 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions at HE philosophy 
& programs? 944-4687 Vis t 


Edmonton Immig 
Become a friend to 


int Servic 
a NEW ¢ 
474-8445 


If you OR your bre 
492-6033 to be inn 


Networks Activity Centre provides sup- 
portive environment for adults with brain injury 
to volunteer Ph (780)479-1 e-m: ¢ 

Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplar 


safe, 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors 
with special needs with a r ational/educa- 


tional day program Donna 434-4747 


cre 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human is, community 

nomic development ation 

prevention, care 

Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We 
pay the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol 
Driving for more information at 732-1221 

_—————————— ooo 
Adult volunt ring 

to help seniors at non 

ties; cards/ craft 

Devonshire Care Centre (long-term care centre! 
looking for volunteers to help out. Recreation 

occupational/physical therapy, nursing, gift sho 


Ph 665-8050. 


—— ae 
Volunteer drivers needed for Meals on Wheels, 
weekdays 10am-ipm. Also Kitchen 

needed. Ph 429-2020 


rolunteers 


——— 
Volunteer for the St. Albert Arts and Heritage 
Foundation Ph jennifer 459-1194; Profiles: 
Gallery Ph Joanna 460-4310; Musée Heritage 
Museum Ph Debby 459-1528. 


———— 


SEE PAGE 43 
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Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


Calga FREE RIA 
~ 403-770-0990 yy iS 


OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 


vi ACHAT (#2428) | Y # 3 


ON YOUR BELL Scans x P| 
179¢/mi = 
\ » SE Gad F 
USE MEDIA CODE: 4000 ah a 
FREE TO CALL 24/7 
j a 780- 669- 2323, FIND FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 
1-900-677-4444 rsmin aii) itlcapeeyancen foam 


= 44-TALKS 448-255 
Nightline chat FREE Must be 18+ Long distance charges may appl 
a HOT LOCAL SINGLES! RSE 


HOT MALE CHAT « UNCENSORED EROTIE STORIE TALKIN CLASSIFIE 
All Man, 
ie di es 
A All Live. 
iv 
—s q 7 25/c 
to 21 


~Crui iseLine. 
~~ 


180. Al3. 7122. ie FREE trial 


code: 2315 


For Women Seeking Romantic 
Affairs & the Men Who 
| pat: to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP Over 585,000 


| ‘FREE! Ad Profiles 
1-866-742-22 18 > 


WUEWEEKLY (42) JEGEMBER 29, 2005-JANUARY 4, 2006 


TSafe - Discréet Anonymous * 21+ 


Boxes (black trays), assembled, wrapped. injection-molded 
(silkscreen). Full Colour/Grayscale 2-Panel Insert & Full Colour Tray. 


4 1°800°662°4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages & Digipaks! 
SPIN www:spiniigitalmedia.com 


pivar META CORP 


Gra 2eVine NO MORE LONELY 


@ NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 
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breathe + think « dream HAIR CUT & COLOUR 


Are you tom between your passion for teaching and the joy of servicing 
Glients? We have a unique opportunity available for service-oriented 
colour technicians and stylists who are flexible to train and still 
experience the thrill of a salon environment. 


ARE a champion for Aveda products and services, and will work closely 
With targeted accounts in-field and their Territory Business Managers. 


HAVE 1-3 years of experience in hair cut and/or colour applications. 


‘A reliable automobile and a valid driver's license are required. 
— forward your resume to the Human Resources Department: 
ga.com and be sure to mention the job title in the subject line of 
» your message. 


é ao all applicants, but only those candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. No telephone 
nq lease. 


www.aveda-academysalon.ca 
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Have you ever intentionally harmed yourself? 
Share your experience. If you are 18-29 yrs old, 
have self-harmed within the last 2yrs @m Sandra 

sandra_reasearch@hotmail.com, ph 695-9169 


——$_$$—__ 
If you have always wanted to be a broadcaster, 
here is your chance! VoicePrint Canada is looking 
for volunteers for Local Broadcast Centres. Donate 
your time to read local newspapers to the blind, 
low-vision, seniors. Voiceprint Canada broadcasts 
nationally on CBC Newsworld'’s S.A.P., and world- 
wide at www.voiceprintcanada.com. Audition: call 
451-8331, e-m: edmonton@voiceprinicanada.com 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in need 
of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis 
Line. Hours are self-determined, you can work 

from your own home. Ph 423-4102 


Counselling Services for Canadians of Eastern 
European Background: The Bishop Budka 
Charitable Society, 11717-97 St, Ph: 471- 

5606/471-~4477. Fax: 477-0617. em: 
simcisin@yahoo.ca Appointments available 
day/evening/weekend at home or office. Services 
in English, Ukrainian, Serbian, Croatian, Polish 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men 
30 min FREE usin, ieee 1 52. 
(780) 665- 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 
other cities; 1-888-452-8262 
18+. No liability. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your sheer Voyeur website 
is currently looking for attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more in| Ss }00-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local Re y men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144, Enter code 2310 


sex trade workers 


TIFFANY. 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY 
WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


e the winner must be 18 or older 


© prize must be accepted as 
awarded 


® no one may enter any contest 
more than once 


e you may win only once every 60 
days 

Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


¢ no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


e the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 

e the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries received 


¢ by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 


e Vue Weekly is not responsible for 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Father’s milk 


Dear Readers: 

You're not the only ones who have 
questions, you know. My friends have 
| questions, with which they pester me 
over email and lunch. A longtime friend, 
for instance, has been peppering me 
with questions about male lactation, 
and not for the usual reasons. Since | 
live in Pervertville, Population: Perverts, 
the usual reasons would have some- 
thing to do with snakebite kits and nip- 
ple-clamps and maybe taking the 
hormones usually produced in larger 
quantities by whichever sex happens to 
be the opposite one. Who ever thinks 
about using their sex parts for reproduc- 
tion around here? Well, me, for one, 
and this friend, for two, although upon 
announcing the happy news he took 
pains to differentiate himself from the 
“We're pregnant!” people, who nzed to 
| shut up. Sorry, dudes. You can get as 
involved as any non-gestating partner 
could possibly be, but you can’t go 
claiming it’s actually happening to you. 
That is a privilege earned by the partner 
doing the retching, stretching, and 
weight-gaining. Back off, buddy. 

“But what about male lactation,” 
| asks my friend. “Have you heard of it? 
Why do men have nipples, anyway?” 
That last, by the way, is such a com- 
mon question that Google answers it 
| 2,630,000 times. Many links are to a 
book called, unsurprisingly, Why Do 
| Men Have Nipples?: Hundreds of Ques- 
tions You'd Only Ask a Doctor After Your 
Third Martini, which sounds pretty fun 
to me, but most are to articles making 
a serious attempt at answering the 
| question. 

My own answer starts with the 
| usual corrective: you have to stop think- 
| ing about evolution in terms of “why?” 
and start asking “how?” Wondering 
why things are “designed” a certain 
way will quickly lead you astray 
Nobody really knows, | told my friend, 
| but if you ask me, male nipples exist 
because female nipples exist, and it’s 
often easier to leave an unused organ or 
function in place, in rudimentary form, 
than it is to cleanse the developing 
organism of any vestiges of the extra or 
obsolete part. Hence, the appendix, the 
coccyx, and assorted oddball mam- 
malian talents like erectable body hair 
and wiggle-able ears which are put to 
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far better use by, say, my cat than by 
me, but | have them anyway. 

Embryos (we are speaking here of 
standard-issue babies, not the zillion 
varieties of intersexed or genital-atypical 
kids who complicate these discuss 
by insisting on existing) start off 
the equipment they will need to d 
a male or a female reproductive system 
It’s tempting (and earlier feminists were 
tempted) to say that all babies start off 
female—“the default sex”—but it’s really 
not true. The baby’s genetic sex is set as 
soon as it picks up that X or Y from Dad; 
it just doesn’t do anything about it until 
seven weeks in or so, when boy babies 
start pumping out the testosterone and 
making bulgy bits, and girl babies don’t 
and start folding in on themselves | 
pretty, pretty flower. Of interest here are 
the mammary ridges, or milk lines 
which will become milk glands and 
ducts, nipples and aureolas. These struc- 
tures don’t wait to develop until after 
the embryo’s sex organs have begun to 
assert themselves; they're already in 
place by six weeks, although they'll con- 
tinue to develop along with the rest of 
the baby. Why should the embryo exert 
itself to reabsorb this thing that’s not 
bothering anybody? Leave it alone. It 
will either develop further later on, 
under the influence of adolescent estro- 
gen surges, or it won't. 

Meanwhile, with the laziness and 
laissez-faire attitude exhibited by organ- 
isms under the influence of evolution 
everywhere, the milk lines/proto-nip 
ples just hang out. This isn’t some 
human innovation, either. Most 
(although, oddly, not all) male mam- 
mals have something recognizable as 
nipples. Dogs and cats, you've seen 
Male gorillas may not let you get that 
close, but they, along with the rest of 
the primates, have plenty nipples. And 
the male Dayak bat, bless him, uses his. 

So, enough of this. | know what my 
friend really wanted to know, same as 
what you, weary reader, probably want 
to know: can he use his? For anything 
other than fun, | mean? Would you be 
surprised to hear a “maybe” from me? 
You shouldn't. Men, it turns out, have 
the capability, under various extreme 
circumstances, to produce small 
amounts of milk. Nobody, to my 
knowledge, has succeeded thus far in 
actually nourishing a baby this way 
(most of the men discussed in articles 
are ill, starved, or otherwise in extremis), 
but the estimable Jared Diamond, in a 
fun Discover article (http://www.findar- 
ticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1 $1 1/is_n2_ 
v16/ai_16051177) not only thinks men 
can, he thinks men will. This seems like 
sorta bad news for those of us who 
mildly fetishize sexual dimorphism, but 
| can’t see it being bad for the species, 
or for exhausted new moms, so I'm all 
for seeing where it goes 

Evolution: it’s like father’s milk to me. 

Love, Andrea O 
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